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Advertifement. 

THE Idler having omitted to di- 
ftinguifh the Eflays of his Corre- 
lpondents by any particular fignature, 
thinks it neceflary to inform his Read- 
ers, that from the ninth, the fifteenth, 
thirty third, forty fecond, fifty fourth, 
fixty feventh, feventy fixth, feventy 
ninth, eighty fecond, ninety third, 
ninety fixth, and ninety eighth Papers 
he claims no other praife than that of 
having given them to the Publick. 
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Vacui fub umbra 
Lujimm. Hon. 

«te£ri&&H O S E who attempt periodical Ef- 
% T a fay? feem ,to be often flopped in the 
#tg3Q?£ beginnings by the difficulty of find- 
ing a proper Title* Two Writers, 
ilnce the time of the Spectator, have afliimed 
fcis Name, without any pretenfioris to lawful 
inheritance ; an effort was once made to revive 
the Tatler ; and the ftrarijfe appellations, by 
which other Papers have beencalied, fhow that 
the Authours were diftrefled, like the Natives 
of America, who come to the Europeans to*beg 
a Name. 

Vql.L m B It 
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It will be eafily believed of the Idler, that 
if his Title had required any fearch, he ne- 
ver would have found it. Every mode of life 
has its conveniences. The Idler, who habi- 
tuates himfdf to be fatisfied with what he can 
moft eafily obtain, not only efcapes labours 
which are often fruitlefi, but fometimes fuc- 
ceeds better than thofe who defpife all that is 
within their reach, and think every thing more 
valuable as it is harder to be acquired. 

If fimilitude of manners be a motive to 
kindnefs, the Idler may flatter himfelf with 
univerfal Patronage. There is no fingle cha- 
racter under which fuch numbers are comprifed. 
Every man is, or hopes to be, an Idler. Even 
thofe wha feem to differ moft from us are haft- 
ening to encreafe our Fraternity \ as peace is 
the end of war, ibto be idle is the ultimate 
purpofe of the bufy. 

There is perhaps no Appellation by which 
a Writer can better denote his Kindred to the 
human Species. It has been found hard to de- 
fcribe Man by an adequate Definition. Some 
PhUofophers have called him a reafonable Ani- 
mal, but others have confidered Reafon as a 

Quality 



y Google 



N* u <Ti, e I d L E it. 3 

Quality of which many creatures partake. He 
fcas been termed likewife a laughing Animal ; 
but it is faid that fome Men have never laugh* 
ed. Perhaps Man may be more properly 
diftinguifhed as an Idle Animal ; for there is no 
" Man who is not fometimes Idle. It is at leaft 
a Definition from which none that (hall find 
it in this Paper can be excepted ; for who can 
be more idle than the Reader of the Idler? 

That the Definition may be complete, Idlc- 
nefs muft be not only the general, but the 
peculiar chara&eriftic of Man; and perhaps 
Man is the only Being that can properly be call- 
ed Idle, that does by others what he might do 
himfelf, or facrifices Duty or Pleafure to the 
Love of Eafe. 

Scarcely any Name can be imagined from 
which lefs envy or competition is tobedreaded. 
The Idler has no Rivals or Enemies. The 
Man of Bufinefs forgets him; the Man of En- 
terprise defpifes him ; and though fuch as tread 
the fame track of Life, fall commonly into 
jealoufy and difcord, Idlers are always found to 
aflbciate in Peace, and he who is moft famed 
B % for 
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for doing Nothing, i$ glad to. meet another a§ 
idle as himfelf. 

WhaT 4 is to be expe&ed from this Paper, 
whether it will be uniform or various, learned 
or familiar, ferious. or gay, political or moral, 
continued or interrupted, it is hoped that no 
Reader will enquire. That the Idler has fome 
Scheme, cannot be doubted; for to form 
fdjemes is the Idler's privilege. But tho* he 
has many projedte in his head, he is now grown 
sparing of communication, having obferved, 
that his hearers are apt to remember what he 
forgets himfelf ; that his tardinefs of execution 
expofes him to the encroachments of thofe who 
catch a hint and fall to work) and that very 
fpecious plans, aftef long contrivance and 
pompous difplays, have fubfided* in wearineis 
without a trial, and without mifcarrjage have 
been blafted by derifion. 

Something the Idler's Chara&er may be , 
fiippofedto promife. Thofe that are curious 
after diminutive Hiftory, who watch the Revo- 
lutions of Families, and the Rife and Fall of 
Characters either Male or Female, will, hope* 
tp be gratified by this Paper; for the Idler is 

always 
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always inquifitive and feldom retentive. He 
that delights in Obloquy and Satire, and wifbes 
to fee Clouds gathering over any Reputation 
that dazzleshim with its Brightnefs, will fnatch 
up the Idler's Eflays with a beating Heart. 
The Idler is naturally cenforious ; thofe who 
attempt nothing themfelves think every thing 
cafily performed, and confider the unfuccefs- 
ful always as criminal. 

I think itrieceflary to give notice, that I 
jBiake no contrail, nor Incur any obligation. 
If thofe who depend oil the Idler for intelligence 
and entertainment, fliould fuffer the disappoint- 
ment which coinmQnly follows ill-placffljgy- 
pe&ations, they are to lay the fclame only on 
themfelves. K 

t Yet Hope is tot wholly to be caflf away. 
The Idler, tho', fluggilb, is yet alive, andmay 
ibmetimes be ftimulafted to vigour and a&ivity. 
He may defcend into profeundnefs, or tower 
;into fiiblimity ; for the diligence of an Idler h 
•rapid • and impetuous, as ponderous bodies 
forced into velocity move with violence propor- 
tionate to their weight. 

B j But 
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But thefe vehement exertions of intelle& 
cannot be frequent, and he will therefore gladly 
receive help from any Correfpondent, who (hall 
enable him to pleafe without his own labour* 
He excludes no ftyle, he prohibits no fubjeft; 
only let him that writes to the Idler remember, 
that his letters muft not be long ; no words 
are to befquandered in declarations of efteem, 
or confeffions of inability; confciousDulnefs has 
little right to be prolix, and Praife is not fo 
welcome to the Idler as Quiet. 



.N° 2. Saturday » f April 22. 



Toto vix quater anno 
Mewbranam. Hor. 

IkTAN Y pofrtions are often on the tongue, 
•*•*-* andfeldom in the mind ; there are many 
truths which every human being acknowledges 
and forgets. It is generally known, that he 
who expe&s much will be often difappointed ; 
yet difappointment feldom cures us of expec- 
tation, or has any other efFe£r, than that of 
producing a moral fentence, or peevifh excla>- 
mation. He that embarks in the voyage of 

life, 
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life, will always wiih to advance rather By the 
impulfe of the wind, than the ftrokes of the 
Oar; and many founder in the paflage, while 
they lie waiting for the gale that is to waft 
them to their wifh. 

It will naturally be fufpe&ed that the IdUr 
has lately fuffered fome difappointment, and 
that he does not talk thus gravely for nothing. 
No man is required to betray his own fecrets. 
I wHl, however, confefs, that I have now been 
a Writer ahnoft a week, and have not yet 
heard a fingle word of Praife, nor received one 
Hint from any Correfpondent. 

Whence this negligence proceeds I am not 
able to difcover. Many of my predeceffors 
have thought themfelves obliged to return their 
acknowledgments in the fecond paper, for the 
kind reception of the firft 5 and in a fhort time, 
apologies have become neceflary to thofe inge- 
nious Gentlemen and Ladies, whofe perform- 
ances, though in the higheft degree elegant 
and learned, have been unavoidably delayed. 

What then will be thought of me, who, 

having experienced no ktndnefs, have no thank s 

B 4. to 
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to return; whom no Gentlemen nor Lady has 
yet enabled to give any caufeof difcontent, and 
who have therefore no opportunity of fbewing^ 
how jfltilfulljr I can pacify refentment, extenuate 
negligence, or palliate rejection. . 

I have Io»g known that Splendor of reputa- 
tion is not to be counted among the nectaries 
of life, and therefore /hall not much repine if 
praife be with-held 'till it is better deferved. But 
ihrely I may be allowed to complain that, in a 
nation of Authaurs, not one has thought wfi 
, worthy of notice after fo fair an invitation. 

At the time, when the rage of writing has 
feized the old and young* when the Cook war- 
bles herLyjricks i& thp Kitchen, and theThrafl^r 
vociferates his Heroicks in the Barn ; when our 
Traders deal out knowledge in bulky volumes, 
and our Girls forfake their famplers to teach 
kingdoms wifdom, it may feem very unnecef- 
fary to draw any more fjom their proper occu- 
pations, by affording new opportunities of Li- 
terary Fame. 

I SHouLDbe indeedunwilling to find that, for 
the lake of correfponding with the Idler, the 

Smith's 
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Smith's iron had cooled on the anvil,or theSpin- 
fter'sdiftaff flood unemployed, I folicit only the 
contributions of thofe who have already devoted, 
themfelves to Literature, or, without any de* 
terminate attention, wander at large through 
the expanfe of life, and wear out the day in 
bearing at one place, what they utter at another » 

Of thefe, a great part are already Writers,. 
One has a friend m the country upon whom 
he exercifes his powers ; whofe paffions he 
raifes and deprefles; whofe underftanding he 
perplexes with paradoxes, or ftfengthens l>y 
argument ; , whofe admiration he courts, whofe 
praifes he enjoys ; and who ferves him inftead 
of a Senate or a Theatre ; as the young Soldier* 
in the Roman camp learned the ufe of their 
weapons by fencing againft a poft m the place 
of an enemy # 

Another has his pockets filled with Ek 
ftys and Epigrams, which he reads, from- 
faoufe to houfe, to feleft parties ; and which 
his acquaintances are daily entreating him to 
with-hold no longer from the impatience of the 
RuMk. 

B 5 I* 
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If among thefe apy one is perfuadcd that, 
by fuch preludes of competition, he has quali- 
fied himfelf to appear in the open world, and 
f$ yet afraid of thofe cenfures which they who 
have already written, and they who cannot 
write, are equally ready to fulminate againft pub- 
lic Pretenders to Fams, he may, by tranfmitting 
his performances to the Idler, make a cheap 
experiment of his abilities, and enjoy the plea- 
fare of fuccefs, without the hazard of mifcar- 
riage. 

Many advantages not generally known* 
arife from this method of ftealing on the Public. 
TheftandingAuthour of the Paper is always the 
objeft of critical malignity. Whatever is mean ' 
will be imputed to him, and whatever is ex- 
cellent be afcribed to his affiftants. It does not 
much alter the event, that the Authour and his 
Correfpondents are equally unknown ; for the 
Authour, whoever he be, is an Individual, of 
whom every Reader has fome fixed idea, and 
whom he is therefore unwilling to gratify with 
applaufej but the praifes given to his Corre- 
spondents are fcattered in the air, none can tell - 
on whom they will light, and therefore none 
are unwilling to beftow them. 

Hk 
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He that is known to contribute to a periodi- 
cal Work, needs no other caution than not to 
tell what particular Pieces are his own : fuch 
fecrefy is indeed very difficult; but if it can be 
jnaintained, it is fcarcely to be imagined at how 
(mall an expence he may grow confiderable. 

APerson of Quality, by a fingle Paper, may 
engrofs the honour of a Volume. Fame is in- 
deed dealt with a hand lefs and Iefs bounteous 
thro' the fubordinate ranks, till it defcends to 
the profeflbd Authour, who will find it very dif- 
ficult to get more than he deferves $ but every 
man who does not want it, or who needs not 
value it, may have liberal allowances ; and, for 
five letters in the year fent to the Idler > of 
which perhaps only two are printed, will be 
promoted to the firft rank of Writers by thofe 
who are weary of the prefentrace of Wits, and 
wifh to fink them into obfcurity before the 
Iuftre of a name not yetknown enough to ber 
4etefted. 
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JN° 3. Saturday f April 29. 



Otia vittp 
SoJamur contu* Stat, 

IT has long been the complaint of thofe who 
frequent the Theatres, that all the Drama- 
tick Art has been long exhaufted,, and that the 
viciffitudes of Fortune,, and accidents of Life, 
have been fhewh in every poffible combination* 
till the firft fcene informs us of the laft, and the 
Play no fooner opens, than every auditor knows. 
how it will conclude. When a Confpiracy k . 
formed in a Tragedy* we guefs by whom it will 
be detected y when a Letter is dropt in a Come- 
dy, we can tell by whom it will be found*. 
Nothing is now left for the* Poet but Chara&er 
and Sentiment, which are to make their way 
*s they can, without the foft anxiety of fafpenfe> 
or the enlivening agitation of furprize. 

A new Paper lies under the feme difadvai*- 
tages as a new Play. TJiere is danger left k 
be new without novelty* My earlier Prede- 

ceflbxs 
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ceflbrs had their choice of vices and follies, and 
fele&ed fuch as were moft likely to raife mer- 
riment or attraft attention ; they ha4 the whole 
field of life before them, untrodden and unfur- 
veyed ; chara&ers of every kind fhot up in their 
way, and thofe of the moft luxuriant growth, 
m moft confpicuous colours, were naturally 
-cropt by the firfl fickle* They that follow are 
forced to peep into neglected corners, to note 
the cafual varieties of the fame fpecies, and to 
recommend themfelve* by minute induftry, and 
djftindions toofubtle for common eyes* 

Sometimes it may happen, that the hafte 
*r negligence of the firft inquirers, has left 
enough behind to reward another fearchj 
fometimes new obje<9s ftart up under the eye* 
arid he that is looking for one kind of matter* 
is amply gratified by the difcovery of another; 
Put fttil it muft be albwed, that, as more is 
&ken> feft canlcemain, and every tffuth brought 
newly to light, impoverUhea the mine, from 
which fucceeding intellects are to dig their 
tKa%es, 

Many Philofophers imagine that the Ele-j 
ments themfelves may be in, time exbaiaftedt 

That 
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That the Sun, by fhining long, will effufe all 
its light ; and that, by the continual wafte of 
aqueous particles, the whole Earth will at laft 
become a Tandy defart. 

I would not advife my Readers to difturb 
themfelves by contriving how they fhall live 
without light and water. For the days of uni- 
verfal thirft and perpetual darknefs are at a 
great diftance. The Ocean and the Sun will 
laft our time, and we may leave pofterity to 
Jhift for themfelves. * 

But if the ftores of Nature are limited, much 
more narrow bounds muft be fet to the modes 
of life; and mankind may want a moral or a- 
mufing Paper, many years beforp they fhall be 
deprived of drink or day-light. This want, 
which to the bufy and the inventive may feem 
eaf&Ly remediable by fome fabftitute or other, , 
the whofe race of Idlers will feel with all the* 
fenfibility that fuch torpid animal's can fuffer. - 

When I confiderthe innumerable multi- 
tudes that, having no motive. of defire, or de- 
termination of will, lie freezing in perpetual 
ifia&ivity, till fome external impulfeputs them 

in 
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in motion ; who awake in the morning, vacant 
of thought, with minds gaping for the intel- 
lectual food, which fome kind Eflayift has been 
accuftomed to fupply ; I am moved by the com- 
miferation with which all human beings ought 
to behold the diftrefles of each other, to try 
fome expedients for their relief, and to inquire 
by what methods the liftlefs may be actuated, 
and the empty be repleniihed. 

There are faid to be pleafures in Madnefs 
known only to Madmen. There are certainly 
miferies in Idlenefs, which the Idler only can 
conceive. Thefe miferies I have often felt and 
often bewailed. I know, by experience, how 
welcome is every avocation that fummons the 
thoughts to a new image ; and how much lan- 
guor and latitude are relieved by that officiouf- 
nefs which offers a momentary amufement to 
him who is unable to find it for himfelf. 

It is naturally indifferent to this race of men 
what entertainment they receive, fo they are but 
entertained. They catch, with equal eagernefs, 
at a moral le&ure, or the memoirs of a robber; 
a predi&ion of the appearance of a comet, or 
the calculation of the chances of a lottery. 

They 
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. They might therefore, eafily beple^tfed, if 
they confulted only, their .own minds; bu^ 
thbfe who will not take the trouble to think for 
themfelyes, have always fomebody that think* 
for them; and the difficulty in writing is to 
pleafethofe ftom whom ojthers learn tobepleafed* 

Much n^ifchief is done in the world with, 
very little intereft Or defign. He that aflumea 
the chara&er of a Critick, and juftifieshis claim 
by perpetual cenfure, imagines that he is hurt- 
ing none but the Author, and him heconiiders* 
as a peftilent animal, • whom every other being 
has a right to perfecute; little does he think 
how njiany harmlefs men he involves in his own 
guilt, by teaching Aemto be noxkais ^without 
malignity, and to repeat obje&iohs' which tfyey 
do not understand; or how many honeft minds 
he debars from pleafure, by exciting an artificial 
faftidioufnefe, and making them too wife to- 
concur with their own fenfatipns. He who is 
taught by a Critick to diflike that which pleafed " 
him in his natural ftate, has' the fame reafon to 
complain of his Inftru&or, as the Madman to 
rail at his Doctor, who, whenhe.thbughthim- 
felf Matter of Peru, phyfick'd him to poverty. 
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If Menwill ftrugglc againft their own advan- 
tage, they are not to expeft that the Idler will 
take much pains ijpon them; he has himfelf to 
jpleafe as well as them, and has long learned, or 
endeavoured to learn, not to make the pleafuat 
of others too neceflary to his own. 



N° 4. Saturday, May 6. 

n*V7«$ yap pAfow. Hom. 

cPHAMTY, or tendernefs for the Eoof, 
» - which is now jufily confidered, by a gre^t 
part of mankind, as infcparaWe from piety, and 
in which alrnoft all the goodnefs of the prefent 
jlge coafifts, is, I think, known only to thofc 
^Who enjoy, either immediately or by tranfinit- 
fion, the light of Revelation. 

TkosE antient nations who have given us the 
wifeft models of government, and die brighteft 
examples of patriotifm, whofe inftitutions have 
heen tranferibed by all fucceeding Legiflators, 

arid 
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and whofe hiftory is ftudied by every candidate 
for political or military reputation, have yet 
left behind them no mention of alms-houfes or 
hofpitals, of places where age might repofe, or 
^ficknefc be relieved. 

The Roman Emperors, indeed, gave large 
donatives to the citizens and foldiers, but thefe 
diftributions were always reckoned rather po*- 
pular than virtuous : nothing more was intend- 
ed thari an oftentation of liberality, nor was 
my recompence expe&ed, but fuffrages and ac- 
clamations. 

Their beneficencewas merely occafional 5 he 
that ceafed to need the favour of the peopfc, 
ceafed likewife to court it; and therefore, no 
man thought h either neceflary or wife to mate 
any ftanding provifion for the needy, to lode 
forwards to the wants of pofterity, or to fecure 
fucceffions of Charity, for fucceffions of Di- 
ftrefs. : 

Compassion is by fome Reafoners, on 
whom the name of Philofophers has been too 
eafily conferred, refolved into an affe&k>n mere- 
ly felfifli, an involuntary perception of pain at 

the 
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the involuntary fight of a being like ourfdves 
languifhing in mifery. But this fen&tion, if 
ever it be felt at all from the brute inftinft of 
uninftruaed nature, will only produce effe£b 
defultory and tranfient \ it will never fettle into' 
a principle of aftion, or extend relief to cala-* 
ftiities unfeen, in generations not yet in being. 

The devotion of life or fortune to the fuc- 
cour of the Poor, is. a height of virtue, to which 
Humanity has never rifen by its own power. 
The Charity of the Mahometans is a precept 
which their Teacher evidently transplanted from 
the do&rines of Chriftiahity ; and die care with 
which fome of the Oriental fefts attend, as i« 
laid, to the neceffities of the difeafed and indi- 
gent, may be added to the other arguments, 
which prove Zoroafter to have borrowed his in? 
ftitutions from the Law ofMofes. 

The prefcnt age, though not likely to ihine 
hereafter, among the moft fplendid periods of 
hiftory, has yet given examples of Charity, 
which may be very properly recommended to 
imitation. The equal diftribution of wealth, 
which long commerce has produced, does not 
enable any fingle hand to raife edifices of piety 

like 
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like fortified cities, to appropriate Manors to 
teligious ufes, or deal out fuch large and lafting 
fcenefigencees was Scattered over the land in 
juuient times* by thoie wfco pofiefied counties 
or provinces. But no fooner ia anew fpecies 
<if roifery brought to view, and a defign of re* 
lieving it pfofejfed , than every hand is open to 
contribute fomething, every tongue is bufied in 
follicitation, and every art of* pleafore is em* 
ployed for a time in the intereft of virtue* 

: The moft apparent and prefing miftries in- 
cident to m^n, have now their peculiar houfei 
mf reception and relief, and there are few a- 
mongus raifed however little ab&ve the4ai*- 
^©r of Poverty, who may not juftty claim, what 
is implored iy the Mabmekms in their mof 
ardent benedi&ons, the Prayers of the Poor. 

Among thofe a&ions which the mind can 
anoft fecurcly review with unabated pleafiin*, is 
that of havirig contributed to an hoipifal for the 
fck. Of fomfc kinds of Charity, the confe- 
rences are dubious ; fome $vils which bene- 
ficence has been bufy to remedy, are not cer- 
tainly known to be very grievous to the fufferer, 
or detrimental to the community j but no 

man 
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man can queftion whether wounds and fieknefs 
- are not really painful ; whether it be not worthy 
of a good man's care to reftore thofe to cafe 
and ufefulnefs, from whofe labour infants and 
women expeft their breads and who, by a ca- 
sual hurt, or lingering difeafe, lye pining in 
want and anguifh, burthenfome to others, and 
we^ry of themfelves. 

Yet as the hofpitals of the prefent time fub- 
fift only by gifts beftowed at pleafure, without 
any folid fond of fiipport, there is danger left 
the blaze of Charity, which now burns with fo 
much heat and fplendor, fhould die away for 
want of lafting fuel ; left Fafhion fhould fud- 
denly withdraw her fmile, and Inconftancy 
transfer the publick attention to fomething 
which may appear more eligible, becaufe it will 
be new. 

Whatever is left in the hands of Chance 
muft be fubjeft to viciffitude ; and when any 
eftablifhment is found to be ufeful, it ought to 
be the next care to make it permanent. 

But man is a tranfitory being, arid his de- 
figns muft partake of the imperfe&ions of their 

Author. 
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Authour. To confer duration is not always in 
our power, We rntift fiiatch the prefent mo-» 
ment, and employ it well, without too much 
follicitude for the future, and content ourfelves 
with reflecting that our part is performed. He 
that waits for an opportunity to do miich at 
once, may breathe out his life in idle wifhes, 
and regret, in the laft hour, his ufelefe inten- 
tions, and barren zeal. 

The moft a&ive promoters of the prefent 
fchemes of Charity cannot be cleared from 
fome inftances of mifcondu&, which may a- 
waken contempt or cenfure, and haften that 
negled which is likely to come too foon of it- 
felf. The open competitions between different 
hofpitals, and the animofity with which their 
Patrons oppofe one another, may prejudice weak 
minds againft them all : For it will not be ea- 
fily believed, that any man can, for good rea- 
sons, wifli to exclude another from doing good. 
The fpirit of Charity can only be continued by 
a reconciliation of thefe ridiculous feuds j and 
therefore, inftead of contentions, who fhall be 
the only benefa&ors to the needy, let there 
be no other ftruggle than who fhall be the firft. 

N*5. 
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N° 5, Saturday, May 13. 



*ApT auxvfcw iitctJoSv. Anac. 

f\UR Military Operations are at laft begun; 
our troops are marching in all the pomp of 
war, and a camp is marked out on the Ifle of 
Wight; the heart of every Englifhman now 
fwelli with confidence, though fomewhat foft- 
ened by generous companion for the conftema- 
tion and diftrefles of our enemies. 

This formidable armament and fplendid 
march produce different effedb upon different 
minds, according to the boundlefs diverfities of 
temper, occupation, and habits of thought. 

Many a tender Maiden confiders her Lover 
as already loft, becaufe he cannot reach the 
camp but by cfoffing the fea ; Men, of a 
more political underftanding, are perfuaded that 
we (hall now fee, in a few days, the Ambaffa- 

dors 
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dors of France fupplicating for pity. Some are 
hoping for a bloody battle, becaufe a bloody 
battle makes a vendible narrative; fome are 
compofing fongs x>f vi&ory j fome planning 
arches of triumph j and fome are mixing fire- 
works for the celebration of a peace. 

Of all extenfiveand complicated obje&s dif- 
ferent parts are fele£ted by different eyes 5 and 
minds are varioufly affedted, as they vary their 
attention* The care of the publick is now 
fixed upon our Soldiers, who are leaving their 
native country to wander, none can tell how 
long, in the pathlefs defarts of the IJle of Wight. 
The Tender figh for their fufferings, and the 
Gay drink to their fuccefs. I, who look, or 
believe myfelf to look, with more philofophick 
eyes, on human affairs, muft. confefs, that I 
faw the troops march with little emotion ; my 
thoughts were fixed upon other fcenes, and the 
tear ftole into my eyes, not for thofe who were 
golngaway, but for thofe who were left behind. * 

We have no reafon to doubt but our troops 
will proceed with proper caution ; there arc 
men among them who can take care of them- 
felves.. But how ihall the Ladies endure with- 
out 
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out them ? By what arts can they, who have 
long had no joy, but from the civilities of a 
Soldier, now amufe their hours, and folace 
their feparatiori ? 

Of fifty thoufand men, now deftined to 
different ftations, if we allow each to have 
been occafionally neceflary only to four wo- 
men, a fhort computation wilj inform us, 
that two hundred thoufand Ladies are left to 
languifli in diftrefs ; two hundred thoufand 
Ladies, who muft run to Sales and Auctions 
without an attendant ; fit at the Play, without 
a Critick to diredt their opinion ; buy their 
Fans by their own judgment ; difpofe Shells 
by their own invention j walk in the Mall 
without-a Gallant; go to the Gardens with- 
out a Erote&or ; and fhuffle Cards with vain 
impatience for want of a fourth to complete 
the party. 

Of thefe Ladies, fome, I hope, have lap- 
dogs, and fome monke ys, but they are un- 
iatisfa&ory companions. Many ufeful offices 
are performed by men of fcarlet, to which 
neither dog nor monkey has adequate abili- 
ties : A parrot, indeed,' is as fine as a Colo- 

Vol. L C nel, 
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nel, and if he has been much ufed to good 
company, is not wholly without converfa- 
tion; but a parrot, after all, is a poor little 
creature, and has neither fword nor fhoulder- 
knot, can neither dance nor play at cards. 

Since the foldiers muft obey the call of 
their duty, and go to that fide of the kingdom 
which faces France^ I know not why the 
Ladies, wRo cannot live without them, 
fhould not follow them. The prejudices 
and" pride of man have long prefumed the 
fword and fpindle made for different hands, 
and denied the other fex, to partake the 
grandeur of military glory. This notion 
maybe confidently enough received in France, 
where the Salic Law excludes females from 
the Throne; but we, who allow them to be 
Sovereigns, may furely fuppofe them capable 
to be foldiers. 

It were to be wiflied that fome man, whofe 
experience and authority might enforce re- 
gard, would propofe that our encampments 
for the prefent year fhould comprife an e- 
qual number of men and women, who fhould 
march and fight in mingled bodies. If pro- 
per 
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per Colonels were once appointed, and the 
drums ordered to beat for female volunteers, 
our regiments would foon be filled without 
die reproach or cruelty of an imprefs. 

Or thefe Heroines, fome might ferve on 
foot, under the denomination of the Female 
Buffs, and fome on horfeback, with the title 
of Lady Hujars* 

What obje&ions can be made to this 
fcheme I have endeavoured maturely to con- 
fider; and cannot find that a modern foldier 
has any duties, except that of obedience, 
which a Lady cannot perform. If the hair 
has loft its powder, a Lady has a puff. If a 
coat be fpotted, a Lady has a brufh. Strength 
is of lefe importance fince fire-arms have been 
ufed; blows of the hand are now feldom ex- 
changed 5 and what is there to be done in the 
charge or the retreat beyond the powers of 
a fprightly maiden? 

Our mafculine fquadrons will not fuppofe 

themfelves difgraced by their auxiliaries, till 

they have done fomething which women could 

not have done. T ne ttoop 8 of Br<add*ck 

C 2 nevef 
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never faw their enemies, and perhaps were 
defeated by women. If our American Gene- 
ral had headed an army of girls, he might ftill 
have built a fort, and taken it. Had Aff- 
norcd been defended by a female garrifon, it 
might havebeenfurrendered, as it was, with- 
out a breach ; and I cannot but think, that 
feven thoufand women might have ventured 
to look at Rochforty fack a village, rob a 
vineyard, and retufh in fafety. 



N° 6. Saturday, May 20. 



Gr. Pro. 

HP H E Lady who had undertaken to ride 
on one Horfe a thoufand miles in a 
thoufand hours, has completed her journey 
in little more than two thirds of the time fti- 
pulated, and was conduced through the laft 
mile with triumphal honours. Acclamation 
Ihouted before her, and all the flowers of 
tfee Spring were fcattered in her way. 

EVEEV 
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Every heart ought to rejoice when true 
merit is diftinguifhed with publick notice. I 
•am far from wifhing either to the Amazon or 
her Horfe any diminution of Happinefs, or 
Fame, and cannot but lament that they were 
not more amply and fuitably rewarded. 

There was once a time when Wreaths of 
Bays or Oak were confidered as recompences 
equal to the moft wearifome labours and ter- 
rific dangers, and when the miferies of long 
marches and ftormy feas were at once driven 
from the remembrance by the fragrance of a 

Garland. . 

♦ 

If this Heroine had been born in ancient 
times, flie might perhaps have been delighted 
with the Simplicity of antient gratitude ; or if 
any thing was wanting to full fatisfa&ion, (he 
might have fupplied the deficiency with the 
hope of deification, and anticipated the altars 
that would be raifed, and the vows that would 
be made, by future Candidates for Equeftrian 
Glory, to the Patronefs of the Race and the 
Goddefs of the Stable* 

C.,3 But 
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But Fate referred her for a more enlight- 
ened age, which has discovered leaves and 
flowers to be tranfitory things ; which confi- 
ders profit as the end of Honour -, arid rates 
the event of every undertaking only by the 
money that is gained or loft. In thefe days, 
to ftrew the road with Daifies "and Lilies, 
is to mock Merit and delude Hope. The 
Toyman will not give his jewels, nor the 
Mercei 4 meafure out his filks for vegetable 
coin. A Primrofe, though picked up under the 
feet of the moft renowned courfer, will neither 
be received as a Stake at Cards, nor procure a 
Seat at an Opera, nor buy Candles for aRout, 
nor Lace for a Livery. And though there are 
many Virtuofos, whofe fole ambition is to 
poflefs fomething which can be found in no 
other hand, yet fome are rhore accuftbrhed to 
ftore their cabinets by theft than purchafe, 
and none of them would either ileal or buy 
one of the Flowers of Gratulation till he 
knows that all the reft are totally deftfoyed. 

Little therefore did it avail this wonder- 
ful Lady to be received however joyfully, 
with fuch obfolete and barren ceremonies of 
praife. Had the way being covered with Gui- 

neas s 
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neas, though but for the tenth part of the laft 
mile, fhe would have confidered her (kill and 
diligence as not wholly loft ; and might have 
rejoiced in the fpeed and perfeverance which 
had left her fuch fuperfluity of time* that flie 
could at leifure gather her reward without the 
danger of Atalant<?% mi&arriage. 

So much ground could not, indeed, have 
been paved with gold but at a large expence, 
-and we are at prefent engaged in war which 
demands and -enforces frugality. But com- 
mon rules are made only for common life, 
and fome deviation from general policy, may 
be allowed in favour of a Lady, that rode a 
thoufand miles in a thoufand hours. 

Since the fpirit of antiquity fo much pre- 
vails amongftus, that even on this great oc- 
cafion we have given flowers inftead of money, 
let us at leaft complete our imitation of the 
Antients, and endeavour to tranfmit to pofte- 
rity the memory of that virtue, which we 
confider as fuperior to pecuniary recompence. 
Let an Equeftrian Statue of this Heroine be 
erected, near the ftarting poft on the heath of 
New-marht, to fill kindred fouls with enur- 
C 4 lation* 
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lation, and tell the Grand-daughters of our 
Grand-daughters what an Englijb Maiden 
has once performed* 

As events, however illuftrious, are foon 
obfcured if they are intrufted to tradition, I 
think it neceffary, that the pedeftal fhouldbe 
infcribed with a concife account of this great 
. performance. The compofition of this nar- 
rative ought not to be committed raihly to 
improper hands. If the Rhetoricians of New- 
market, who may be fuppofed likely to con- 
ceive in its full ftrength the dignity of the fub- 
je&, Should undertake^ to exprefe it, there is 
danger left they admit fome phrafes which* 
though well underftood at prefent, may be 
ambiguous in another century. Ifpofterity 
fhould read on a- publick monument, that 
the Lady carried her horfe a thou/and miles in a 
tboufand hours, they may think that the ftatue 
and infcriptionare at variance, becaufe one 
will reprefent the horfe as carrying his Lady, 
and the other tell that the Lady carried her 
horfe. 

Some doubts likewife may be raifed by 
Speculatifts, and fome controverfics be. agi- 
tated 
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fated among Hiftorians, concerning the mo- 
tive as well as the manner of the a£tion. As 
it will be known, that this wonder was per- 
formed in a time of war, fome will fuppofe 
that the Lady was frighted by Invaders, and 
fled to preferve her life or her chaftity : others 
will conje£ture, that {he was thus honoured 
for fome intelligence carried of the enemy's 
defigns: fome will think that fhe brought 
news of a vi&ory ; others that fhe was com- 
miffioned to tell of a confpiracy j and fome 
Viill congratulate themfelves on their acuter 
penetration, and find, that all thefe notions 
of patriotifm and publick fpirit are improba- 
ble and chimerical j they will confidently 
tell, that fhe only ran away from her Guardi- 
ans, and that the true caufes of her fpeed Were 
fear and love. 

Let . it therefore be carefully mentioned, 
that by this performance, Shi won her u/ager-, 
and, left this fhould, by any change of man- 
ners, feem an inadequate or incredible in- 
citement, let it be added, that at this time 
the original motives of human a&ions had 
loft their influence] that the love of praife 
Vas extinft ; the fear of infamy was become 
C 5 ridiculous > 
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ridicuJous ; and the only wiih of an Englijb- 
tmn was, to win bis wager. 



N Q 7. Saturday, May 27. 



ONE of the principal aimifements of the 
Idler is to read the works of thofe mi- 
nute Hiftorians the Writers of News, who, 
though contemptuoufly overlooked by the 
Compofers of bulky volumes, are yet necef- 
fary in a nation where much wealth produces 
much leifure, and one part of the people has 
nothing to do but to obferve the lives and 
fortunes of the other. 

To us, who are regaled every morning 
and evening with intelligence, and are fup- 
plied from day to day with materials for con- 
verfation, it is difficult to conceive how man 
can fubfift without a News-paper, or to what 
entertainment companies can aflemble, in 
thofe wide regions of the earth that have nei- 
ther Chronicles nor Afag<?zin*s y neither Ga~ 

Zitte* 
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zettes nor Jdvertifers* neither Journals nor 
Evcning-Pojis. 

There are never great numbers in any 
nation, wkofe Reafon or Invention can find 
employment for their tongues, who canraife 
a pleafing Difcourfe from their own ftock of 
fentiments and images j and thofe few who 
have qualified themfelves by fpeculation for 
general difquifitions, are foon left without 
an audience. The common talk of men 
muft relate to fads in which the talkers have, 
or think they have, an intereft; and where 
fuch fiuSfe cannot be known, the pleafures of 
Society will be merely fenfual. Thus the na- 
tives of the Mahometan Empires, who ap- 
proach moft nearly to European civility, have 
no higher pleafure at their convivial affemblies 
than to hear a Piper, or gaze upon a Tum- 
bler, and no company can keep together longer 
than they are diverted by founds or fliows* 

All -Foreigners remark, that the know- 
ledge of the qommon people of England, is 
greater than that of any other vulgar. This 
Aiperiorjty We undoubtedly owe to the rivulets 
of intelligence, which are continually trickling 
C 6 among 
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among us, which every one may catch, and of 

which every one partakes. 

This urilverfal diffufion of inftru&ion is, 
perhaps, not wholly without its inconvenien- 
cies 5 it certainly fills the nation with fuperfr- 
cial Difputants; enables thofe to talk who 
were born to work; and affords information 
fufficient to date vanity, and ftiffen obftinacy, 
but too Kttle to enlarge die mind into com- 
plete fkill for full comprehension* 

Whatever is found to gratify the Pub- 
lick, will be multiplied by the emulation of 
venders beyond neceffity or ufe. This plenty 
indeed produces cheapneis, but cheapnefe al- 
ways ends in negligence and depravation. 

- The compilation of News-papers is often 
.committed to narrow and mercenary minds, 
not qualified for the taflc of delighting or in- 
ftru&ing ; who are content to fill their paper, 
with whatever matter, without indiiftry to gar 
ther, or difcernment to feleft* 

Thus Journals are daily multiplied without 
increafe of knowledge. The tale of the # 

Morning 
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Morning Paper w told again in the Evening, 
and the narratives of the Evening are bought 
again in the Morning. Thefe repetitions, in- 
deed, wafte time, but they do not fhorten it. 
The moft eager perufer of news is tired before 
he has completed his labour, and many a man 
who enters the coffce-houfe in his night-gown 
and flippers, is called sway to his (hop, or 
his dinner, before he has well confidered the 
ftate of Europe. 

It is difcovered by Reaumur, that (piders 
might mdke filk, if they could be perfuaded 
to live in peace together. The Writers of 
News, if they could be confederated, might 
give more pleafure to the Publick. TheMorn- 
ing and Evening Authors might divide an 
event between them; a fingle a&ion, and 
that not of much importance, might be gra- 
dually difcovered fo as to vary a whole week 
with joy, anxiety, and conje&ure. 

We know that a French fliip of war was 
lately taken by a fliip of England, but this 
event was fuffered to burft upon us all at 
once, and then what wc knew already was 

echoed 
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echoed from dajr to day, and from week to 
week. ^ - 

Let us fuppofe thefe Spiders of Literature 
to- fpin together, and enquire to what an 
extenfive web fuch another event might be rev 
gularly drawn, and how fix Morning and fix 
Evening Writers might agree to retail their 
articles. 

On Monday Morning the Captain of a 
fliip might arrive, who left the Frifeur of 
France, and the Bulldog, Capt. Grimy in fight 
of one another, fo that an engagement feemed 
unavoidable. 

Monday Evening. A found of cannon was 
heard off Cape Finifterre, fiippofed to bethofe 
of the Bulldog and Frifeur* 

Tuefday Morning. It was this morning re- 
ported, that the Bulldog engaged the Frifeur, 
yard-arm and yard-arm three glafles and a 
half, but was obliged to fhger off for want of 
powder. It is hoped that enquiry will be 
made, into this affair in a proper place. 

Tuefday 
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Tuefday Evening. The account of the en- 
gagement between the Bulldog and Frifeur was * 
premature. ... 'j 

Wedntfiay Morning. Another exprefs is ar- 
rived, which brings news, that the Frifeur 
had loft all her mails, and three hundred of 
her men v in the late engagement ; and that 
Capt. Grim is come into harbour much flut- 
tered, 

. Wednefday Evening* We heat that the brave 
Capt. Grim> having expended his powder, pro- 
pofed to enter the Frifeur fword in hand, but 
that his Lieutenant, the Nephew of a certain 
Nobleman, remonftrated againft it. 

- Thurfday Morning. We wait impatiently 
for a full account of the late engagement be- 
tween the Bulldog and Frifeur. 

Thurfday Evening* It is faid that the Order 
of the Bath will be fent to Capt. Grim. 

Friday Morning. A certain Lord of the Ad- 
miralty has been heard to fay of a certain 
Captain, that if he had done his duty, a cer- 
tain 
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tain French (hip might have been taken. It 
was not thus that merit was rewarded in the 
days of Cromwell. 

Friday Evening. There is certain informa- 
tion at die Admiralty, that the Frifeur is 
taken, after a refiftance of about two hours. 

• Saturday Morning. A letter from one of the 
Gunners of the Bulldogs mentions the taking 
of the Frifeur? and attributes their fuccefs 
wholly to the bravery and refolution of Capt. 
Grim? who never owed any of his advance- 
ment to Borough-jobbers, or any other cor* 
rupters of the people. 

Saturday Evening. Capt. Grim arrived at 
die Admiralty, with an account that he en- 
gaged the Frifeur? a fhip of equal force with 
his own, off Cape Fin\flerre? and took her, 
after an obftinate refiftance, having killed one 
hundred and fifty of the French? with the loft 
of ninety-five of his own men. 
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N° 8. Saturday, jfune 3. 

To tb$ IDLER. 
Sir, 

TN time of publick clanger, it is every 
man's duty to withdraw his thoughts in 
feme meafure from his private intereft, and 
.employ part of his time for the general wel- 
fare. National condu& ought to be the re- 
fult of national wifdom, a plan formed by 
mature confideration and diligent fele&ion 
jout of all the fchemes which may be offered^ 
.and all the information which can be pro* 
cured. 

In a battle every man fhould fight as if he 
was the fingle Champion ; in preparations 
for war, every man fhould think, as if the 
laft event depended on his Counfeh None 
can tell what discoveries are within his reaqh, 
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or how much he may contribute to the pub- 
lick fafety. 

' Full of thefe confiderations I have care- 
fully reviewed the procefs of the war, and 
find, what every other man ha6 founds that 
«re have hitherto added nothing to our mill- " 
tary reputation : that at one time we have 
been beaten by enemies wHom we did not 
fee, and at another, have avoided the fight 
of enemies left we fhould be beaten. 

Whether our troops are defe&ive ir* dis- 
cipline or in courage, is not very \ifeful to 
inquire i they evidently want fbmethihg ne- 
ceflary to fuccefs ; and he that Ihall fupply 
that want will deferve wel! of his country. 

To learn of an enemy has always been ac- 
counted politick and honourable, and there- 
fore I hope it will raife no prejudices againft 
my projedr, to confefs that I borrowed it 
from a Frenchman* 

When. the Ifle of Rhoder was, many cen*- 
turies ago, in the hands of that Military Or- 
der now called the Knights- of Malta*, k was 
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ravaged by a Dragon, who inhabited a den 
under a rock, from which he iflued forth 
when he was hungry or wanton, and with- 
out fear or mercy devoured men and beafts 
as they came in his way,. Many Councils 
were held, and many devices offered, for 
his deftrudion ; but as his back was armed 
with impenetrable fcales, none would ven- 
ture to attack him. At laft Dudon, a French 
Knight, undertook the deliverance of the 
Ifland. From feme place of fecurity he took 
a view of the Dragon, Qr, as a modern Sol- 
dier would fay, reconnoitred him, and ob- 
ferved that his belly was naked and vulnera- 
ble. He then returned home to take his *r- 
rangements y and, by a very exa& imitation 
of Nature, made a Dragon of pafteboard, in 
the belly of which he put beef and mutton, 
and accuftomed two fturdy maftiffs to feed 
themfelves, by tearing their way to the con- 
cealed- flefli. When his dogs were well prac- 
tifed in this method of plunder, he marched 
out with them at his heels, and fhewed them 
the Dragon j they rufhed upon him in queft 
of their dinner; Dudon battered his fcull 
while they lacerated his belly -> and neither 
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his fting nor claws were able to defend 
him. 

Something like this might be pra&ifed in 
our prefent ftate. Let a fortification be raif- 
«d on Satijbury-Ptaini refeihbling Sre/i 9 or 
¥$ukn, or Paris itfelf, with all the ufual 
preparations for defence : Let the inclofure 
be filled with Beef and Ale : Let the fol- 
dicrs, from fome proper eminence, fee Shirts 
waving upon lines, and here and there a 
plump Landlady hurrying about with pots in 
her hands. When they are fufficietttly ani- 
mated to advance, lead them in exa& order, 
•with fife and drum, to that fide whence the 
•wind blows, till they come within the fcent 
Of xoaft meat and tobacco. Contrive that 
they may approach the place failing about an 
hour after dinner-time, allure them that there 
•is no danger, and command an attack. 

If nobody within either moves or ipeaks, 
it is not unlikely that they may carry the 
place by ftorm ; but if a panick fhould feize 
them, it will be proper to defer the enter- 
prize to a more hungry hour* When they 

have 
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have entered, let them fill their bellies and 
return to the camp. 

On the next day let the fame place be 
ftewn them again, but with fome addition* 
Of ftrength or terror. I cannot pretend to 
inform our Generals through what grada- 
tions of danger they fliall train their men to 
fortitude. They beft know what the fol- 
diers and what themfelves can bear. It will 
be proper that thewarfliould every day vary 
its appearance. Sometimes, as they mount 
die rampart, a Cook may throw fat upon 
the fire, to accuftom them to a fudden blaze ; 
fend fometimes, by the clatter of empty pots, 
they may be inured to formidable noifes. 
But let it never be forgotten, that Vi&ory 
muft repofe with a full Belly. 

In time it will be proper to bring our 
French prifoners from the coaft, and place 
them upon the walls in martial order. At 
their .fir ft appearance their hands muft be 
tied, but they may be allowed to grin. Ih 
a month they may guard the place with their 
hands loofed, provided that on pain of death 
they be forbidden to ftrike. 
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By this ifcethdd our army will foon be 
brought to look an enemy in the face. But 
it has been lately obferved, that fear is re- 
ceived by the ear as well as the eyes, and the 
Indian War-cry is reprefented as top dread- 
ful to be endured 5 as a found that will force 
the braveft Veteran to drop his weapon, and ' 
defefthfs rank j that will deafen liis ear, and 
chill his breaft ; that will neither fuffer him 
to hear orders or to feel fliame, or retain any 
fenfibility but the dread of death. 

That the favage clamours of naked Bar- 
barians fhould thus terrify troops difciplined 
to war, and ranged in array with arms in 
their hands, is furely ftjrange. But this is 
no time to reafon. I am of opinion, that, 
by a proper mixture of Afles, Bulls, Tur- 
keys, Geefe and Tragedians, a noife might 
be procured equally horrid with the War- 
cry. When our men have been encouraged 
by frequent vi&ories, nothing will remain 
but to qualify them for extreme danger, by 
a fudden concert of terrifick vociferation. 
When they have endured this laft trial, let 
them be led to adion, as men who are no 
longer to be frightened $ as men, whoefcn 

beat 
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bear at once the grimaces of the Gauls, and 
the howl of the Americans. 



N° 9. Saturday* June 10. 



To /i/IDL E R. 



Sir, 



T H ave read you ; that is a favour few Au- 
A thors can boaft of having received from me 
befides yourfelf. My intention in telling you 
of it is to inform you, that you have both 
pleafed and angered me. Never did Writer 
appear fo delightful to me as you did when 
you adopted the name of the Idler : But what 
a falKng off was there when your firft pro- 
du£Hon was brought to light ! A natural irre- 
ilftible attachment to that favourable paffion, 
idling, had led me to hope for indulgence 
from the Idler j but I find him a ftranger to 
the title". 

"What rules has he propofed totally to un- 
brace the flackened nerve $ to (hade the heavy 
2 eye 
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eye of inattention j to give die finooth fea- 
ture and the uncontra&ed mufcle; or pro-' 
cure infenfibility to the whole animal com- 
pofition. 

" These were fomeof the placid blefitngs 
I promifed myfelf the enjoyment of, when I 
Committed violence upon myfelf, by mutter- 
ing up all my ftrength to fet about reading 
you ; but I am difappointed in them all, and 
the ftroke of eleven in the Morning is ftill as 
terrible to me as before, and I find putting on 
my Cloaths ftill as painful and laborious. Oh ' 
that our climate would permit that original 
nakednefs which the thrice happy Indians to 
this day enjoy ! How many unfolicitous 
hours fhould I balk away, warmed in bed by 
the Sun's glorious beams, could I, like them, 
tumble from thence in a moment, when ne- 
ceffity obliges me to endure the torment of 
getting upon my legs, 

« But wherefore do I talk to you upon 
fiibje&s of this delicate nature ; you who 
feem ignorant of the inexpreffible charms of 
the Elbow-chair, attended with a foft Stool 
for the elevation of the feet! Thus, vacant 
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of Thought, do I indulge the live-long 
day. 

" You may define Happinefs as you plcafe ; 
I embrace that opinion which makes it cot*- 
fift in the abfence of pain. To reflect is pain ; 
to ftir is pain ; therefore I never refle& or ftir 
but when I cannot help it. Perhaps you will 
call my fcheme of life Indolence, and there- 
fore think the Idler excufed from taking any 
notice of me : but I have always looked up- 
on Indolence and Tdlenefs as the fame, and 
fo defire you will now and then, while you 
profefs yourfelf of our fraternity, take fome 
notice of me, and others in my fituation, who 
think they have a right to your affiftance, or 
relinquifh the name. 

" You may publifh, burn, or deftroy this, 
juft as you are in the humour ; it is ten to 
,one. but I forget that I wrote it before it 
reaches you. I believe you may find a motto 
for it in Horace, but I cannot reach him 
without getting ont of my Chair ; that is a 
fufficient reafon for my not affixing any. — 
And being obliged to fit upright to ring the 
bell for my fervant to convey this to the 
D Penny 
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Penny Poft, if I flip the opportunity of his be- 
ing now in the room, makes me break off 
abruptly." 



THIS Correfpondent, whoever he be, is 
not to be difmifled without fome tokens of re- 
gard. There is no mark more certain of a 
genuine Idler, than Uneafinefe without Mo- 
leftation, and Complaint without a Grievance. 

Yet, my gratitude to the Contributor of 
half a Paper fhall not wholly overpower my 
fincerity. I muft inform him, that, with all his 
pretenlions, he^that calls for dire&ions to be 
idle, is yet but in the rudiments of Idlenefs, 
and has attained neither the pra&ice nor the- 
ory of wafting life. The true nature of Idlenefs 
he will know in time, by continuing to be 
idle. Virgil tells us of an impetuous and ra- 
pid being, fhat acquires ftrength by motion. 
The Idler acquires weight by lying ftill. 

The vis inertia the quality of refitting all 
external impulfe, is hourly increafing ; the 
reftlefe and troublefome faculties of attention 
and diftin&ion, reflection on the pail, and foli- 
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citude for the future, by a long indulgence of 
Idlenefs, will, like tapers in unelaftic air, be 
gradually extinguifhed ; and the officious 
Lover, the vigilant Soldier, the bufy Trader, 
may, by a judicious compofure of his mind, 
fink into a ftate approaching to that of brute 
matter ; in which he (hall retain the confci- 
oufnefs of his own exiftence, only by an ob- 
tufelangour, and drowfy difcontent. 

This is the loweft ftage to which the 
Favourites of Idlenefs can defcend \ thefe re- 
gions of undelighted quiet can be entered by 
few. Of thofe that are * preparing to fink 
down into their {hade, fome are rouzed into 
a&ion by Avarice or Ambition, fome are a- 
wakened by the voice of Fame, fome allured 
by the fmile of Beauty, and many wifh-held 
by the importunities of Want. Of all the 
enemies of Idlenefs, Want is the mpft formi- 
dable. Fame is foon found to be a found, 
and Love a dream ; Avarice and Ambition 
may be juftly fufpefted of privy confederacies 
with Idlenefs ; for when they have for a- 
while protected their Votaries, they often de- 
liver them up to end their lives under her 
dominion. Want always ftruggles againft 
D 2 Idlenefs, 
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Idlenefs, but Want herfelf is often over- 
come \ and every hour fhews the careful ob- 
ferver, thofe who had rather live in eafe than . 
in plenty. 

So wide is the reign of Idlenefs, and fo 
powerful her influence. But (he does not 
immediately confer all her gifts. My corref- 
pondent,whofeems, with all his errors, wor- 
thy of advice, muft be told, that he is calling 
too haftily for the laft effufion of total infen- 
fibility. Whatever he may have been taught 
by unfkilful Idlers to believe, labour is ne- 
ceflary in his« initiation to Idlenefs. He that 
never labours may know the pains of Idle- 
nefs but not the pleafure. The comfort is, 
that if he devotes himfelf to infenfibility, 
he will daily lengthen the intervals of Idle- 
nefs, and (horten thofe of labour, till at - 
laft he will lie down to reft, and no longer 
difturb the world or himfelf by buftle or 
competition. 

Thus I have endeavoured to give him 
that information which, perhaps, after all, 
he did not want \ fcr a true Idler often calls 

for 
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far that which he knows is never to be had, 
and afks queftions which he does not defire 
ever to be anfwered. 



N° 10. Saturday, June 17. 



r>REDULITY, or Confidence of opinion 
too great for the evidence from which 
opinion is derived, we find to be a general 
weaknefs imputed by every feft and party to 
all others, and indeed by every man to every 
other man. 

Of all kinds of Credulity, the moft obfti- 
nate and wonderful is that of political zealots ; 
of men, who, being numbered, they know 
not how nor why, in any of the parties that 
divide a State, refign the ufe of their own eyes 
and ears, and refolve to believe nothing that 
does not favour thofe whom they profefs.to 
follow. 

D 3 The 
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The Bigot of Philofophy is feduced by au- 
thorities which he has not always opportunities 
to examine, is intangled in fyftems by which 
truth and falfhood are inextricably compli- 
cated, or undertakes to talk ort fubje&s, which 
Nature did not form him able to compre- 
hend. 

The Cartefian, who denies that his horfe 
feels the fpur, or that the hare is afraid when 
the hounds approach her; the Difciple of 
Malbranche, who maintains that the man was 
not hurt by thS bullet, which, according t<? 
vulgar apprehenfions, fwept away his legs y 
the Follower of Berkley ^ who, while he fit* 
writing at his table, declares that he has nei- 
ther table, paper, nor fingers; have all the 
honour at leaft of being deceived by fallacies 
not eafdy detected, and may plead that they 
did not forfake truth, but for appearances 
which they were not able to diftinguUh 
from it. 

But the man who engages in a party has 
feldom to do with any thing remote or ab- 
ftrufe. The prefent ftate of things is before 
his eyes ; and, if he cannot be fatisfied with- 
out 
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out retrofpeftion, yet he feldom extends his 
views beyond the hiftorical events of the laft 
century. All the knowledge that he can want 
is within his attainment, and moft of the ar- 
guments which he can hear are within his ca- 
pacity,^ 

Yet fo it is that an Idler meets every hour 
of his life with men who have different opi- 
nions upon every thing paft, prefent, and fu- 
ture ; who deny the moft notorious fails, con- 
tradi<a the moft cogent' truths, and perfift in 
aflerting to-day what they aflerted yefterday, 
in defiance of evidence, and contempt of con- 
futation. 

Two of my companions, who are grown 
old in Idlenefc, are Tom Tempeji and Jack 
Sneaker. Both of them confider themfelves 
as neglefted by their parties, and there- 
fore intitled to credit, for why (hould they fa- 
vour ingratitude ? They are both men of in-, 
tegrity where no faftious intereft is to be pro- 
moted, and both lovers of truth, when they 
are not heated with political debate. 

D 4 ' Tm 
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Totn Tempeft is a fteady friend to the Houfe 
of Stuart. He can recount the prodigies that 
have appeared in the fky, and the calamities 
that have afflicted the nation every year from 
the Revolution, and is of opinion, that if the 
exiled family had continued to reign, there 
would have neither been worms in our fhips 
nor caterpillars on our trees. He wonders 
that the nation was not awakened by the hard 
froft to a revocation of the true King, and is 
hourly afraid that the whole ifland will be loft 
in the fea. He believes that King William 
burned Whitehall that he might fteal the fur- 
niture, and that Tillotfon died an Atheift. Of 
Queen Anne he fpeaks with more tendernefs, 
owns that fhe meant well, and can tell by 
whom and why flie was poifoned. In the fuc- 
ceeding reigns all has been corruption, malice, 
and defign. He believes that nothing ill has 
ever happened for thefe forty years by chance 
or trror \ he holds that the battle of Dettingen 
was won by miftake,-and that of Fontenoy loft 
by contract ; that the Victory was funk by a 
private order ; that Cornhillvjzs fired by emif- 
faries from the Council ; and the arch of We/t- 
minfter-Bridge was fo contrived as to fink on 
*ourpofe that the nation might be put to 

charge. 
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charge. He confiders the 'new road to IJling- 
ton as an encroachment on liberty, and often 
afferts that broad wheels will be the ruin of 
England. 

Tom is generally vehement and noify, but 
neverthelefs has fome fecrets which he always 
communicates in a whifper. Many and many 
a time has Tom told me, in a corner, that our 
miferies were almoft at an end, and that we 
fliould fee, in a month, another Monarch on 
the Throne ; the time elapfes without a Re- 
volution ; Tom meets me again with new in- 
telligence, the whole fcheme is now fettled, 
and we (hall fee great events in another month, 

Jack Sneaker is a hearty adherent to the 
prefent eftablifhment * he has known thofe 
who faw the bed into which the Pretender was 
conveyed in a warmingrpan. He often re- 
joices that the nation was not enflaved by the 
Irijb. He believes that King William never 
loft a battle, and that if he had lived one year 
longer he would have conquered France. He 
holds that Charles the Firft was a Papift. He 
allows there were fome good men in the reign 
of Queen Jnne, but the Peace of Utrecht: 
P 5 . brought 
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brought a Waft upon the nation, and has been 
the caufe of all the evil that we have fuffered 
to the prefent hour. He believes that the - 
fcheme of « the South Sea was well intended, 
but that it mifcarried by the influence of 
France. He confiders a ftartding army as die 
bulwark of liberty, thinks us fecured from 
corruption by feptennial Parliaments, relates 
how we are enriched and ftrengthened by the 
Electoral Dominions, and declares that the- 
public debt is a bleffing to (he nation. 

Yet amidft all this profperity, poor Jack 
is hourly difturbed by the dread of Popery. 
He wonders that fome ftrifter laws are not. 
made againft Papifts, and is fometimes afraid 
that they are bufy with French gold among 
the Biihops and Judges. 

He cannot believe that the Nonjurors are 
fo quiet for nothing, they muft certainly be 
, forming fbme plot for the eftablifliment of 
Popery ; he does not think the prefent Oath* 
fufficiently binding, and wifhes that fome bet- 
ter fecurity could be found for the fucceffion 
of Hanover. He is zealous for the naturali- 
zation of foreign Proteftants, and rejoiced at 

the 
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the admHBon of the Jews to the Englijh pri- 
vileges, becaufe he thought a Jew would ne- 
ver he a Papift. 



N^ 1 1 . ^ Saturday, June 24. 

T T is commonly obferved, that when two 
A Englijbmen meet, their firft talk is of the 
weather ; they are in hafte to tell each other, 
what each muft already know, that it is hot 
or cold, bright or cloudy, windy or calm. 

There are, among the numerous lovers of 
fubtilties and paradoxes, fome who derive the 
civil inftitutioqs of every country from its cli- 
mate, who impute freedom and flavery to the 
temperature of the air, can fix the meridian 
of vice and virtue, and tell at what degree of 
latitude we are to expecl: courage or timidi- 
ty, knowledge or ignorance. 

From thefe dreams of idle Speculation, a 

flight furvey of life, and a little knowledge of 

luftory, is Efficient to awaken any Enquirer, 

D 6 whofe 
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whofe ambition of diftinfiion has not over- 
powered his love of truth. Forms of govern- 
ment are feldom the refult of much delibera- 
tion, they are framed by chance in popular 
aflemblies, or in conquered countries by de- 
fpotick authority. Laws are often occafional, 
often capricious, made always by a few,' and 
fometimes by a fingle voice. Nations have 
changed their charafters ; Slavery is now no 
where morepatiently endured, than in countries 
once inhabited by the Zealots of Liberty. 

But national cuftoms can arife only from 
general agreement ; they are not impofed but 
chofen, and are continued only by the conti- 
nuance of their caufe. An EngUJhmarC$ no- 
tice of the weather, is the natural confequence 
of changeable fkies, and uncertain feafons. In 
many parts of the world, wet weather and dry 
are regularly expected at certain periods ; but 
in our ifland, every man goes to fleep, unable 
to guefs whether he fhall behold in the morn- 
ing a bright or cloudy atmofphere, whether 
his reft fhall be lulled by a fhower, or broken 
by a tempeft. We therefore rejoice mutually 
at good weather, as at an efcape from fome- 
thing that we feared, and mutually complain 

of 
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of bad, as of the lofs of fomething that we 
hoped. 

Such is the reafon of our practice, and 
who flhall treat it with contempt ? Surely not 
the attendant on a Court, whofe bufinefs is to 
watch the looks of a being weak and foolifh 
as himfelf, and whofe vanity is to recount the 
names of men, who might drop into nothing, 
and leave no vacuity ; not the Proprietor of 
Funds, who flops his acquaintance in the 
ftreet to tell him of the lofs of half a crown; 
not the Enquirer after News, who fills his 
head with foreign events, and talks of flrir- 
mifhes and lieges, of which no confequence 
will ever reach his hearers or himfelf. The 
weather is a nobler and more interefting fub- 
jeft, it is the prefent ftateof the fkies and of the 
earth, on which plenty and famine are fufpend- 
ed, on which millions depend for thenecefla- 
ries of life. 

The weather is frequently mentioned for 
another reafon, lefs honourable to my dear 
countrymen. Our difpofitions too frequently 
change with the colour of the Sky, and when 
we find ourfelves chearful and good-natured 

we 
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we naturally pay our acknowledgments to the 
powers of Sun-fliine, or if we fink into dull- 
nefs and peevifhnefs, loot round the^ horizon 
for an excufe, and charge our difcontent upon 
an eafterly wind or a cloudy d?y. 

Surely nothing is more reproachful to a 
being endowed with reafon, than to refign its 
powers to the influence of the air, and live in - 
dependance on the weather and the wind, for^ 
the only bleffings which Nature has put into 
our power, Tranquillity and Benevolence. To 
look up to the Sky for the nutriment of our 
bodies is the condition of nature; to call upon 
the Sun for peace and gaiety, or deprecate 
the Clouds left farrow fliould overwhelm us, 
is the cowardice of Idlenefs,. and the idolatry 
of Folly. 

Yet even in this age of enquiry and know- 
ledge,- when fuperftition is driven away, and 
omens and prodigies have loft their terrors, 
we find this folly countenanced by frequent 
examples. Thofe that laugh at the portentous 
glare of a Comet, and hear a Crow with equal 
tranquillity from the right or left, will yet talk 
of times and fixations proper for intellectual 

per- 
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performances, Will imagine the fancy exalted 
by vernal breezes, and the reafon invigorated 
by a bright calm. 

If men who have given up themfelves td 
fanciful credulity would confine their conceits 
in their own minds, they might regulate their 
lives by the barometer, with inconvenienceonly 
to themfelves ; but to fill the world with ac- 
counts of intelte&s fubje<3 to ebb and flow, of 
one genius that awakened in the Spring, and 
another that ripened in the Autumn, of one 
mind expanded in the Summer, and of ano- 
ther concentrated in the Winter, is no lefs 
dangerous, than to tell children of Bugbears 
and Goblins. Fear will find every houfe 
haunted, and Idlenefs will wait for ever for 
the moment of illumination. 

This diftin&ioh of feafbhs is produced on- 
ly by imagination operating on luxury. To 
Temperance every day is bright, and every 
hour is propitious to Diligence. He that fhall 
refolutely excite his faculties, or exert his vir- 
tues, will foon make himfelf fuperiour to the 
feafons, and may fet at defiance the morning 

milt, 
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mift, and the evening damp, the blafts of the 
eaft, and the clouds of the fouth. 

It was the boaft of the Stoick Philofophy, 
to make man unfhaken by calamity, and un- 
dated by fuccefs, incorruptible by pleafure, 
and invulnerable by pain ; thefe are heights of 
wifdom which none ever attained, and to 
which few can afpire j but there are lower de- 
grees of conftancy neceflary to common vir- 
tue, and every man, however he may diftruft 
himfelf in the extremes of good or evil, might 
at leaft ftruggle againft the tyranny of the cli- 
mate, and refufe to enflave his virtue or his 
reafon to the moft variable of all variations, 
the changes of the weather. 
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N° 12. Saturday, July 1. 



HPHAT every man is important in his own 
eyes, is a pofition of which we all 
either voluntarily or unwarily at leaft once 
an hour confefs the truth, and it will una- 
voidably follow that every man believes him-, 
felf important to the publick. 

The right which this importance gives us 
tcf general notice and vifible diftin&ion, is 
one of thofe difputable privileges which we 
have not always courage to aflert; and which 
we therefore fuffer to lye dormant till fome 
elation of Mind, or viciflitude of Fortune, 
incites us to declare our pretenfions and en- 
force our demands. And hopelefs as the 
claim of vulgar chara&ers may feem to the 
fupercilious and fevere, there are few who do 
not at one time or other endeavour to ftep 
forward beyond their rank, who do not make 
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fome ftruggles for Fame, and fliew that 
they think all other conveniencies and de- 
lights imperfe£Uy enjoyed without a Name, 

To get a Name can happen but to few. 
A Name, even in the moft commercial Na*- 
tion, is one- of the few things which cannet 
be bought. It is the free gift of mankind, 
which muft be deferved before it will be 
granted, and is at laft unwillingly beftowed. 
But this unwillingnefs only encreafes defire 
m him who 'believes his merit fufficient to 
overcome it. 

There is a particular period of life, in 
which this fondneis for a Name feems prin- 
cipally to predominate in both fexes. Scarce 
any couple comes together, but the nuptials 
are declared in the News Papers with encomi- 
ums on each party. Many an eye, ranging 
over the page with eager curiofity in queft of 
Statefmen and Heroes, is flopped by a marri- 
age celebrated between Mr. Buckram, an emi- 
nent Salefeman, in Threadneedle-fireet, and 
Mifs Dolly Juniper, the only daughter of an 
eminent Diftiller, of theparifli of St. Giles's 
in the Fields, a young" Lady adorned with 

every 
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every accompliihment that can give happinefs 
to the married ftate. Or we are told, amidft 
our impatience for the event of a battle, that on 
a certain day Mr. Winker ■, a Tide-waiter at 
Yarmouth, was married to Mrs. Cackle* a wi- 
dow Lady of great accomplifhments, and that 
as foon as the ceremony was performed they 
fet out in a poft-chaife for Yarmouth. . 

Many are the enquiries which fuch intel- 
ligence muft undoubtedly raife, but nothing 
in this world is lafting. . When the reader has 
contemplated with envy, or wkh gl^dnefs, 
the felicity of Mr. Buckram and Mr. ffanker* 
and ranfacked his memory for the names of 
Juniper and Cackle x his attention is diverted 
to other thoughts, by finding that Afirza 
will not cover this feafon, or that a Spaniel 
has been loft or ftolen, that anfwers to the 
name of Rangtr* 

Whence it arifes that on the day of mar- 
riage all agree td call thus openly for ho- 
nours, I am not able to difcover. Some, per* 
baps, think it kind, by a publick declara- 
tion, to put an end to the hopes of rivalry 
and the fears of jealoufy, to let parents know 
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that they may fet their daughters at liberty 
whom they have locked up for fear of the 
bridegroom, or to difmifs to their counters 
and their offices the amorous youths that had 
been ufed to hover round the dwelling of 
the Bride. 

These connubial praifes may have ano- 
ther caufe. It may be the intention of the 
Husband and Wife to dignify themfelves in 
the eyes of each other, and, according to 
their different tempers or expectations, to 
win affection or enforce refpecl. 

It was faid of the family of Lucas, that it 
was tioble y for all the brothers were valiant, 
and all the fifters were virtuous. What would 
a Granger fay of the Englijh nation, in which 
on the day of marriage all the men are emi- 
nent, and all the women beautiful, accomplijb- 
ed, and rich. 

How long the Wife will be perfuaded of 
the eminence of her Husband, or the Hut 
band continue to believe that his Wife has 
the qualities required to make marriage hap- 
py, may reafonably be queftioned. I am 
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afraid that much time feldora pafles before 
each is convinced that praifes are fallacious, 
and particularly thofe praifes which we con- 
fer upon ourfelves. 

I should therefore think, that this cuftom 
might be omitted without any lofs to the Com- 
, munity, and that the fons and daughters of 
lanes and allies might go hereafter to the next 
church, with no witnefles of their worth or 
. happinefs but -their parents and their friends ; 
but if they cannot be happy on the bridal day 
without fome gratification of their vanity, I 
hope they will be willing to encourage a friend 
of mine who propofes to devote his powers to 
their fervice. 

Mr. Settle, a man whofe eminence was once 
allowed by the Eminent ', and whofe accomplijh- 
ments were confefled by the AccompUJhed, in 
the latter part of a long life fupported himfelf 
by an uncommon expedient. He had a ftand- 
ingElegy andEpithalamium, of which only the 
firftand laft were leaves varied occafionally,and 
the intermedi ite pages were, by general terms, 
left applicable alike to every character. When 
any marriage became known, Settle ran to 
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the Bridegroom with his Epithalamium ; and 
when he heard of anydeath, ran to die heir 
with his Elegy. 

Who can think himfelf difgraced by a trade 
that was pra&ifed fo long by the Rival of Dry- 
den 9 by the Poet whofcEmprefs of Morocco was 
played beforePrinces by Ladies of the Court ? 

My friend purpofes to open an office in the 
Fleet for matrimonial Panegyricks, and will 
accommodate all with praife who think their 
own powers of expreffion inadequate to their 
merit. He will fell any man or woman the 
virtue or qualification which is moft fafhiona- 
ble or moft defired ; but defires his cuftomers 
toremember,that he fets Beauty at the higheft 
price, and Riches at the next, and, if he be well 
paid, throws in Virtue for nothing. 
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To the IDLER. 

Dear Mr. Idler, 
'TpHOUGH few men of prudence are 
much inclined to interpofe in difputes 
between Man and Wife, who commonly 
make peace at the expence of the arbitrator, 
yet I will venture to lay before you a contro- . 
veriy, by which the quiet of my houfe has been 
longdifturbed, and which, unlefsyoucan decide 
it, is likely to produce lading evils, and em- 
bitter thofe hours which Nature feems to have 
appropriated to tendernefs and repofe. 

I married a Wife with no great fortune, 
but of a family remarkable for domeftic pru- 
dence, and elegant frugality. I lived with 
her at eafe, if not with happinefs, and feldom 
had any reafon of complaint. The houfe was 
always clean, the fervants were aftive and 
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regular, dinner was on the table every day at 
the fame minute, and the Ladies of the neigh- 
bourhood were frightened when I invited their 
Hufbands, left their own oeconomy fhould be 
lefs efteemed. 

* During this gentle lapfe of life, my Dear 
brought me three Daughters. I wiflied for a 
Son to continue the family, but my Wife often 
tells me, that Boys are dirty things, and are 
always troublefome in a houfe, and declares 
that lhe has hated the fight of them, ever 
fince flie faw Lady Fondle's eldeft Son ride 
over a carpet with his hobby -horfe all mire. 

I did not much attend to her opinion, but 
knew that Girls could not be made Boys, and 
therefore compofed myfelf to bear what I 
could not remedy, and refolved to beftow that 
care on my Daughters, to which only the Sons 
are commonly thought entitled. 

But my Wife's notions of education differ 
widely from mine. She is an irreconcileable 
enemy to Idlenefs, and confiders every ftate 
of life as Idlene/s, in which the hands are not 
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employed, or fomc art acquired, by which fhe 
thinks money may be got or faved. 

In purfuance of this principle, (he calls up 
her Daughters at a certain hour, and appoints 
them a tafk of needle-work to be performed 
before breakfaft. They are confined in a 
garret, which has its window in the roof, both 
becaufe work is beft done at a fky-light, and 
becaufe children are apt to lofe time by look- 
ing about them. 

They bring down their work to breakfaft, 
and as they deferve are commended or re- 
proved ; they are then fent up with a new 
tafk till dinner ; if no company is expected, 
their mother fits with them the whole after- 
noon, to direct their qperations, and to draw 
patterns, and is fometimes denied to her near- 
eft relations when fhe is engaged in teaching 
them a new ftitcb. 

By this continual exercife of their dili- 
gence, fhe/ haB obtained a very considerable 
number of laborious performances. We have 
twice as many fire-ikreens as chimneys, and 
Ihree flourilhed quilts for every bed. Half 
E the 
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the rooms are adorned with a kind of futile 
piftures which imitate tapeftry. But all their 
work is not fet out to fhew ; fhe has boxes 
filled with knit garters and braided (hoes. She 
has twenty covers for fide faddles embroidered 
with filver flowers, and has curtains wrought 
with gold in various figures, which fhe re- 
folves fome time or other to hang up. All 
thefe fhe difplays to her company whenever 
ihe is elate with merit, and eager for praife; 
and amidft the praifes which her friends and 
herfelf beftow upon her merit, fhe never fails 
to turn to me and afk what all thefe would 
coft if I had been to buy them. 

I sometimes venture to tell her, that many 
of the ornaments are fuperfluous; that what 
is done with fo much labour might have been 
fupplied by a very eafy purchafe ; that the 
work is not always worth the materials ; and 
that I know not why the children fhould be 
perfecuted with ufelefs tafks, or obliged to 
make fhoes that are. never worn. She anfwers 
with a look of contempt, that men never care 
how money goes, and proceeds to tell of a 
dozen new chairs for which fhe is contriving 
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covers, and of a couch which flie intends to 
ftand as a monument of needle-work. 

In the mean time the girls grow up in total 
ignorance of every thing paft, prefent, and 
future. Molly afked me, the other day, whe- 
ther Ireland was in France^ and was ordered 
by her mother to mend her hem. Kitty knows 
not, at fixteen, the difference between a Pro- 
teftant and a Papift, becaufe (he has been 
employed three years in filling the fide of a 
dofet with a hanging that i9 to reprefent 
Crunmer in the flames. And Dolly, my eldeft 
girl, is now unable to read a chapter in the 
Bible, having fpent all the time, which other 
children pafs at fchool, in - working the In- 
terview between Solomon -And the Queen of 
Sbeba. 

About a month ago, Tent and Turkey* 
ftitch feemed at a ftand ; my Wife knew not 
what new Work to introduce ; I ventured 
to propofe that the Girls fhould now learn to 
read and write, and mentioned the neceffity 
of a little arithmetick ; but, unhappily, my 
Wife has difcovered that linen wears out, 
and has bought the Girls three little wheels, 
E z that 
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that they may fpin hukkaback for the fervants 
table. I remonftrated, that with larger wheels 
they might difpatch in an hour, what muft 
now coft them a day j but (heboid me, with 
irrefiftible authority, that any bufinefs is bet- 
ter than Idlenefs ; that when thefe wheels 
are fet upon a table, with mats under them, 
they will turn without noife,^ and keep the 
Girls upright ; that great wheels are not fit 
for Gentlewomen ; and that with thefe, final! 
as they are, (he does not doubt but that the 
three Girls, if they are kept clofe, will fpin 
every year as much cloth as would coft five 
pounds, if .one was to buy it. 
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XX7HEN Diogenes received a vifit in his 
Tub from Alexander the Great , and 
Was aflced, according to the ancient forms of 
royal courtefy, what petition he had to offer, 
I have nothing, faid he, to ajk f but that you 
would remove to the other fide ', that you may 
noty by intercepting the Sunjhine 9 take from mt 
what you t cannot give me. 

Such was the demand of Diogenes from 
the greateft Monarch of the Earth, which 
thofe, who have lefs power than Alexander* 
may, with yet more propriety, apply to them* 
felves. He, that does much good, may be 
allowed to do fomctimes a little harm. But 
if the opportunities of beneficence be denied 
by fortune, innocence fhould at leaft be vi- 
gilantly preferved. 
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It is well known, that Time once paft 
never returns, and that the moment which is 
loft, is loft for ever. Time therefore ought, 
above all other kinds of property, to be free 
from invafion, and yet there is no man who 
does not claim the power of wafting that Time 
which is the right of others. 



© 



This ufurpation is fo general, that a very 
fmall part of the year is fpent by choice; 
fcarcely any thing is done when it is intended, 
or obtained when it is defired. Life is conti- 
nually ravaged by invaders ; one fteals away 
an hour, and another a day ; one conceals 
the robbery by hurrying us into bufinefs, an- 
other by lulling us with amufement ; the de- 
predation is continued through a thoufand vi- 
ciflitudes of tumult and tranquillity, till hav- 
ing loft all, we can lofe no more. 

This wafte of the lives of men has been 
very frequently charged upon the Great, whofe 
followers linger from year to year in expecta- 
tions, and die at laft with petitions in their 
hands. Thofe who raife envy will eafily in- 
cur cenfure. I know not whether Statefinen 
and Patrons do not fuffer more reproaches 
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than they deferve, and may not rather them- 
felves- complain that they are given up a prey 
to pretenfions without merit, and to importu- 
nity without fhame. 

The truth is 9 that the inconveniencies of 
attendance are more lamented than felt. To 
the greater number felicitation is its own re- 
ward : To be feen in good company, to talk 
of familiarities with men of power, to be able 
to tell the frelheft news, to gratify an inferioar 
circle with predictions of encreafe or decline 
of favour ; and to be regarded as a Candidate 
for high Offices, are compenfations more than 
equivalent to the delay of favours, which 
perhaps he that begs diem has hardly con- 
fidence to exped. « 

A man confpicuous in a high ftatfon, who 
multiplies hopes that he may multiply' depen- 
dants, may be confidered as a beaft of prey, 
juftly dreaded, but eafily avoided ; his den is 
known, and they who would not be devour- 
ed, need not approach it. The great danger 
of the wafte of Time is from Caterpillars and 
Moths, who are not refilled,, becaufe they are 
E 4 not 
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not feared, and who work on with unheeded 
mifchiefs, and invifible encroachments. 

He, whofe rank or merit procures him the 
notice of mankind, muft give up himfelf, in 
a great meafure, to the convenience ot hu- 
mour of thofe that furround him. Every 
man, who is fick of himfelf, will fly to him 
for relief; he that wants to fpeak wUl require 
him to hear ; and he that wants to hear will 
expexft htm to fpeak. Hour paffes after hour* 
the noon Succeeds to morning, and the evea- 
ing to noon, while a thoufand obje&s are 
forced upon his attention which he rejeds as 
faftas they are offered, but which the cuftom 
of the world require? to be received with ap- 
pearance of regard. 

If we will have thekindnefs of others, we 
muft endure their follies : He, who cannot 
perfuade himfelf to withdraw from fociety, 
muft be content to pay a tribute of his time to 
a multitude of tyrants; to the Loiterer, who 
makes appointments which he never keeps ; 
to the Confulter, who afks advice which he 
never takes ; to the Boafter, who blufters 
only to be praifed ; to the Complainfer, who 
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whines only to be pitied ; to the Projeftor,. 
whofe happinefs is to entertain his friends with 
expectations which all but himfelf know to 
be vain ; . to the O^conomift, who tells of 
bargains and fettlements ; to the Politician, 
who predi&s the fete of battles and breach of 
alliances ; to the Ufurer, who compares the 
different funds ; and to the Talker, who talks; 
only becaufe he loves to be talking.* 

To put every man in pofleffion of his owm 
Time, and refcue the day from this fucceffiort 
©f ufurpers, is beyond my power and beyond 
my hope. Yet, perhaps, fome flop might be: 
put to this unmerciful perfecution* if all would 
ferioufly reffeS, that whoever, pays a vifit that 
is not defired, or talks longer- than the hearer 
is willing to attend, is guilty of an injury 
which he cannot repair, and takes away that: 
which he cannot give* 
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N Q 15. Saturday, July 22. 



Ta the IDLE R. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the misfortune to be a man of bu- 
finefs ; that you will fay, is a moll grievous 
one : but what makes it the more fo to me, 
is, that my Wife has nothing to do : at leaft 
fhe had too good an Education, and the prof- 
pe& of too good a Fortune in reverfion when 
I married her, to think of employing herfelf 
either in my {hop affairs, or the management 
of my family. 

Her time, you know, as well as my own, 
muft be filled up fome way or other. For 
my part, I have enough to mind, in weigh- 
ing my goods out, and waiting on my Cuf- 
tomers : but my Wife, though fhe could be 
of as much ufe as a Shopman to me, if fhe 
would put her hand to it, is now only in my 
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way. She walks all the morning fauntering 
about the (hop with her arms through her 
pocket-holes, or ftands gaping at the door- 
fill, and looking at every perfon that pafles by* 
She is continually afking me a thoufand fri- 
volous queftions about every Cuftomer that 
comes in and goes out ; and all the while that 
I am entering any thing in my Day-Book, fhe 
is lolling over the counter, and ftaring at \? % 
as if I was only fcribbling or drawing .figure* 
for her amufement. Sometimes, indeed, fhe. 
will take a needle : but as fhe always works at 
the door, or in the middle of the fhop, fhe has. 
fo many interruptions, that fhe is longer hem- 
ming a towel, or darning a flocking, than I 
am in breaking forty loaves of fugar, and 
making it up into pounds.. 

In the afternoon I am fiire likewife to have 
her company, except fhe is called upon by 
fome of her acquaintance.: and then,, as we 
let out all the upper part of our houfe, and 
have only a little room, backwards for our- 
felves, they either, keep fuch a chattering, or 
elfe are calling out every moment to me^that 
I cannot mind my. bufinefs for them*. 
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My Wife, I am fure, might do all the 
little matters our family requires; and I could 
wifh that fhe would employ herfelf in them : 
but inftead of that, we have a Girl to do the 
work, and look after a lkde Boy about two 
years old, which I may fairly fay is the Mo- 
ther's own Child. The Brat muft be hu- 
moured in every thing : he is therefore fuf- 
fered constantly to play in the {hop, pull all 
the goods about, and clamber up the (helves 
to get at the plumbs and fugar. I dare not 
correct him ; becaufe, if I did, I Ihould have 
Wife and Maid both upon me at once. As 
to the latter, fhe is as lazy and fluttHh as her 
MHrrefe ; and becaufe fhe complains fhe has 
too much work, we caa fcarce get her to da 
any thing at all : nay, what is worfe than 
that, I am afraid fhe is hardly honeft 5 and 
as fhe is entrufted to buy in all our provifion, 
the Jade, I am fure, makes a market-penny 
out of every article. 

But to return to my Deary.— The even- 
ings are the only time, when it is fine wea- 
ther, that I am left to myfelf ; for then fhe 
generally takes the Child out to ghrc it milk 
in the Park. When fee comes home again* 
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(he is fo fatigued with walking, that fhe can- 
not ftir from her chair : and it is an hour* 
after (hop is (hut, before I can get a bit of 
fupper, while the Maid is taken up in un- 
dreffing and putting the ChHd to becL 

But you will pity me much more, when 
I tell you the manner in which we generally 
pafs our Sundays. In the morning (he is com- 
monly too 31 to drefi herfelf to go to Church, 
(he therefore never gets up till noon; and, 
what is (till more vexatious, keeps me in bed 
with her, when I ought to be bufily engaged 
in better employment. It is well if (he can 
get her things on by dinner-time ; and when 
that is over, I am fure to be dragged out by 
her either to Georgia* or Hornfey Wood^ or the 
White Conduit Houfe. Yet even thefe near 
excurfions are fo very fatiguing to her, that, 
befides what it coils me in Tea and hot Rolls, 
and Syllabubs, and Cakes for the Boy, I am 
frequently forced to take a Hackney-Coach,- 
or drive them out in an One-Horfe-Chair. At 
other times, as my Wife is rather of the fat- 
teft, and a very poor walker, befides bearing 
her whole weight upon my arm* I am obliged 
to carry the Child myfelf. 

Thus, 
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Thus*- Sir, does fhe conftantly drawl out 
her time, without either profit or fatisfa&ion; 
and, while I fee my neighbours Wives help- 
ing in the (hop, and ahnoft earning as much 
as their Husbands, I have the mortification to 
find, that mine is nothing but a dead weight 
upon me. In (hort, I da not know any 
greater misfortune can happen fc>a plain hard- 
working Tradefman, as I am, than to be joined 
to fuch a woman, who, is rather a clog than 
aa help-mate, to him.. 

I am, Sir* 

Your humble Servant, 

Zachar.y Treacu. 
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N° 16. Saturday, July 29. 



1PAID a vifit yefterday to my old friend 
Ned Drugget % at his country lodgings. Ned 
began trade with a very fmall fortune ; he 
took a fmall houfe in an obfcure ftreet, and 
for fome years dealt only in remnants. Know- 
ing that light gains make a heavy purfe, he 
was content with moderate profit ; having ob- 
ferved or heard the effects of civility, he 
bowed down to the counter edge at the en- 
trance and departure ^>f every cuftomer, list- 
ened, without impatience, to the objections 
of the ignorant, and refufed, without refent- 
ment, the offers of the penurious. His only 
Recreation was to ftand at his own door and 
look into the ftreet. His dinner was fent him 
from a neighbouring Akhoufe, and he open- 
ed and tout the ihop at a certain hour with 
his own hands* 
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His reputation foon extended from one end 
of the ftreet to the other, and Mr. Drugget 9 * 
exemplary conduct was recommended by eve- 
ry matter to his apprentice* and by every fa- 
ther to his fiwu Ned was not only confidence! 
as a thriving trader, but as a man of Elegance 
and Politenefe, for he was remarkably neat 
in his drefs, and would wear his coat thread- 
bare without fpotting it 5 his hat was always, 
brufhed, his fhoes glofly, his wig nicely curl- 
ed,, and his ftockings without a wrinkle. 
With fuch qualifications it was not very dif- 
ficult for him to gain the heart of Mifs Com- 
fit, the only daughter of Mr* Comfit die Con- 
fectioner. 

Ned is one of thofe whofe happihefe mar- 
riage has encreafed. His wife had the fame 
difpofition with himfelf, and his method of 
life was very little changed, except that he 
difmifled the lodgers from the firft floor and 
took the whole houfe into his own hands. 

He had already, by his parfimony, accu- 
mulated' a confiderable fum, to which the for- 
tune of his wife was now added. From this 
time he began, to graip at greater acquifitions* 
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and was always ready, with money in his hand, 
to pick up the refufe of a Sale, or to buy die 
Stock of a Trader who retired from bufinefs. 
He foon added his parlour to his fhop, and 
was obliged, a few months afterwards, to hire 
a warehoufe. 

He had now a Shop fplendidly and copt- 
oufly furnifhed with every thing that time had 
injured, or fafhion had degraded, with frag- 
ments of tiflues, odd yards of brocade, vaft 
bales of faded iilk, and innumerable boxes of 
antiquated ribbons. His fhop was foon cele- 
brated through all quarters of the town, and 
frequented by every form of oftentattous Po- 
verty. Every maid, whofe misfortune it was 
to be taller than her Lady, matched her gown 
at Mr. Drugget's ; and many a maiden wha 
had pafied a winter with her aunt in Lpndbn % 
dazzled the Rufticks, at her return, with cheap 
finery which Drugget had fupplied. His fhop 
was often vifited in a morning by Ladies, wha 
left their coaches in the next ftreet, and crept 
through the Alley in linnen gowns. Drug- 
get knows the rank of his cuftomers by their 
bafbfulnefs, and when he finds them unwil- 
ling 
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ling to be feen, invites them up flairs, or re- 
tires with them to the back window. 

I rejoiced at the encreafing profperity of 
my friend,- and imagined that as he grew rich, 
he was growing happy. His mind has par- 
taken the enlargement of his fortune. When 
I ftepped in for the firft five years, I was wel- 
comed only with a fhake of the hand ; in the 
next period of his life, he beckoned acrofs 
the way for a pot of beer ; but, for fix years 
paft, he invites me to dinner ; and, if he be- 
fpeaks me the day before, never fails to regale 
me with a fillet of veal. 

His riches neither made him uncivil nor 
negligent : He rofe at the fame hour, attend- 
ed with the fame affiduity, and bowed wkh 
the fame gentlenefs. But for fome years he 
has been much inclined to talk of the fatigues 
of bufinefs, and the confinement of a fhop, 
and to wifh that he had been fo happy as to 
have renewed his uncle's leafe of a farm, that 
he might have lived without noife and hurry, 
in a pure air, in the artlefs fociety of honeft 
Villagers, and the contemplation of the works 
of nature. 

I SOON 
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I soon difcovered the caufe of my friend's 
Philofophy. He thought himfelf grown rich 
enough to have a lodging in the country, like 
the Mercers on Ludgate-hill^ and was refolved 
to enjoy himfelf in the decline of life. This 
was a revolution not to be made fuddenly. 
He talked three years of the pleafures of the 
country, but pafled every night over his own 
Ihop. But at laft he refolved to be happy, 
and hired a lodging in the Country, that he 
may fteal fomc hours in the week from bufi- 
nefs ; for, fays he, when n man advances in 
life be loves to entertain himfelf fometimes with 
bis own thoughts* 

I was invited to this feat of quiet and con- 
templation among thofe whom Mr. Drugget 
confiders as his moft reputable friends, and 
defires to make the firft witnefles of his ele- 
vation to the higheft dignities of a Shopkeeper. 
I found him at IJlington, in a room which 
overlooked the high road, amufing himfelf 
with looking through the window, which the 
clouds of duft would not fuffcr him to open. 
He embraced me, told me I was welcome 
into the Country ; and afked me, If I did 
not -feel myfelf refreflbed. He then defired 

that 
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that dinner might be haftened, for frefh air 
always fliarpened his appetite, and ordered 
me a toaft and a glafs of wine after my walk. 
He told mc much of the pleafure he found 
in retirement, and wondered what had kept 
him fo long out of the Cpuntry. After dinner 
company came in, and Mr. Drugget again 
repeated the praifes of the Country, recom- 
mended the pleafures of Meditation, and told 
them, that he had been all the morning at 
the window, counting the carriages as they 
pafled before him* 



N° 17. Saturday, Augufi 5. 



l T n HE rainy weather which has continued 
the laft month, is faid to have given 
great difturbance to the infpe&ors of baro- 
meters. The oraculous glaffes have deceived 
their votaries 5 fhower has fucceeded fhower, 
though they predifted funfhine and dry Ikies; 
and by fatal confidence in thefe fallacious pro- 
mifes, many coats have loft their glofs, and 
many curls been moiftened to flaccidity. 

This 
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This is one of the diftrefles to which mor- 
tals fubjeft themfelves by the pride of Ipecu- 
lation. I had no part in this learned difap- 
pointment, who am content to credit my 
ienfes, and to believe that rain will fall when 
the air blackens, and that the weather will 
be dry when the fun is bright. My caution 
indeed does not always preferve me from a 
fhower. To be wet may happen to the ge- 
nuine Idler ^ but to be wet in oppofition to 
Theory, can befall only the Idler that pre- 
tends to be bufy. Of thofe that fpin out life 
in trifles, and die without a memorial, many 
flatter themfelves with high opinions of their 
own importance, and imagine that they are 
every day adding fome improvement to human 
life. To be idle and to be poor have always 
been reproaches, and therefore every man en- 
deavours with his utmoft care, to hide his 
poverty from others, and his Idknefs from 
himfelf. 

Amokg thofe whom I never could perfuade 
to rank themfelves with Idlers, and who fpeak 
Vrith indignation of my morning fleeps and 
tio&urnal rambles ; one pafles th» day in 
catching fpiders that he may qount their eyes 

with 
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with a microfoope ; another erects his head, 
and exhibits the duft of a marigold feparated 
from the flower with dexterity worthy of 
Lttuwsnhoeck himfelf. Some turn the wheel 
of Electricity, fome fufpend rings to a load- 
ftone, and find that what they did yefterday 
they can do again to-day. Some regifter the 
changes of the wind, and die fully convinced 
that the wind is changeable. 

There are men yet more profound, who 
have heard that two colourlefs liquors may 
produce a colour by union, and that two cold 
bodies will grow hot if they are mingled : 
they mingle them, and produce the effed ex- 
pected, fay it is ftrange, and mingle them 
again. 

The Idlers that fport only with inanimate 
nature may claim fome indulgence ; if they 
are ufelefs they are ftill innocent : but there 
are others, whom I know not how to men- 
tion without more emotion than my love of 
quiet willingly admits. Among the inferioux 
Profeflbrs of medical knowledge, is a race of 
wretches, whofe lives are only varied by va- 
rieties of cruelty ; whofe favourite amufement 

is 
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is to nail dogs to tables and open them alive ; 
to try how long life may be continued in 
various degrees of mutilation, or with the 
cxcifion or laceration of the vital parts ; to 
examine whether burning irons are felt more 
acutely by the bone or tendon ; and whether 
the more lafting agonies are produced by poi- 
fon forced into the mouth or inje&ed into 
the veins. 

It is not without rduflance that I offend 
the fenfibility of the tender mind with images 
like thefe. If fuch cruelties were not prac- 
tifed it were to be defired that they (hould 
not be conceived, but fince they are publifbed 
every day with orientation, let me be allowed 
once to mention them, fince I mention them 
with abhorrence. 

Mead has invidioufly remarked of WooA- 
<ward that he gathered (hells and {tones, and 
would pafs for a Philofopher. With preten- 
fions much lefs reafonable, the anatomical 
novice tears out the living bowels of an ani- 
mal, and ftiles himfelf Phyfician, prepares 
hirnfelf by familiar cruelty for that profeffion 
which he is to exercife upon the tender and 

the 
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the helpkCs, upon feeble bodies and broken 
minds, and by which he has opportunities to 
extend his arts of torture, and continue thofe 
experiments upon infancy and age, which he 
has hitherto tried upon cats and dogs* 

What is alleged in defence of thefe hate- 
ful practices, every one knows ; but the truth 
is, that by knives, fire, and poifon, know- 
ledge is not always fought, and is very feldom 
attained. The experiments that have been 
tried, are tried again ; he that burned an ani- 
mal with irons yefterday, will be willing to 
amufe- himfelf with burning another to-mor- 
row. I know not, that by living diffe&ions 
any difcovery has been made by which a tingle 
malady is more eaflly cured. And if the 
knowledge of Phyfiology has been fomewhat 
encreafed, he furely buys knowledge dear, 
who learns the ufe of the la&eals at the ex- 
pence of his humanity. It is time that urn*- 
verfal refentment fhould arife againft thefe 
horrid operations, which tend to harden the 
heart, extinguifh thofe fenfations which give 
man confidence in man, and make the Phy- 
fician more dreadful than the gout or ftone. 
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N°i8, Saturday, Auguft 12. 

" ■ ■ p ■ ■ ■ 1 m 

To the I D L E R. 

Sir, 

TT commonly happens to him who endea- 
vours to obtain diftin&ion by ridicule, or 
ceafure, that he teaches others to pra&ife his 
own arts againft himfel& and that, after a 
Ihort enjoyment of the applaufe paid to his 
fagacity, or of the mirth excited by his wit, 
he is doomed to fuffer the fame feverities of 
fcratiny, to hear inquiry detecting his faults, 
and exaggeration ipotfing with his failings. 

The natural difcontent of inferiority will 
feldom fail to operate in fome degree of malice 
againft him, who profeffes to fuperintend the 
conduct of others^ efpecially if he feats himfelf 
uncalled in the chair of Judicature, and exer- 
cifes Authority by his owa commiffion. 

F Yov 
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You cannot, therefore, wonder that your 
observations on human folly, if they produce 

.laughter at one time, awaken criticifm at air- 
other ; and that among the numbers whom 
you have taught to feoff at the retirement of 

•Drugget) there is one that offers his apology. 

The miftake of your old friend is by no 
means peculiar. The public pleafures of far 
the greater part of mankind are counterfeit. 
~Very few carry their philofophy to places of 
diverfion, or are very careful to analyfe their 
enjoyments. The general condition of life 
is fo full of mifery, that we are glad to catch 
delight without inquiring whence it comes, 
or by what power it is beftowed. # 

The mind is feldom quickened to very vi- 
gorous operations but by pain, or the dread 
of pain. " We do not difturb ourfelves with 
the dete&ion of fallacies which do us no 
harm, nor willingly decline a pleafing effeft 
to inveftigate its caufe. He that is happy, 
by whatever means, delires nothing but tKe 
continuance of happinefs, and is no more 
follicitous to distribute his fenfations into their 
proper fpecies, than the common gazer on 
* the 
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the beauties of the fpring to feparate light 
into its orginal rays* 

Pleasure is therefore feldom fuch as it 
appears to others, nor often fuch as we repre- 
sent it to ourfelves. Of the Ladies that (par- 
kle at a mufical performance, a very fmall 
number has any quick fenfibilky of harmoni- 
ous founds. But every one that goes has her 
pleafure. She has the pleafure of wearing 
fine cloaths, and of fhewing them, of out* 
fbining thofe whom flie fuQ>e£ts to envy her ;. 
(he has the pleafure of appearing among other 
J^adies in a place whither the race of meaner 
mortals feldom intrudes, and of refle&ing that* 
in the conventions of the next morning, her 
name will be mentioned among thofe that fat 
in the firft row j. flie has the pleafure of return- 
ing courtefies, or refuJlng to return them, of 
^receiving compliments with civility, or reject- 
ing them with difdain. She has the pleafure 
^f meeting fome of her acquaintance, of guef- 
fing why the reft are abfent, and of telling 
them that (he faw the opera, on pretence of 
inquiring why they would .n^ifs it. She has, 
the pleafure of being fuppofed to be pleafed 
with a refined amufement, and of hoping to 
F 2 bi 
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be numbered among the votrefles of harmony* 
She has the pleafure of efcaping for two hours 
the fuperiority of a fitter, or the controul of 
a hufband ; and from all thefe pleafures flie 
concludes that heavenly mufick is the balm 
of life. 

All affemblies of gaiety are brought toge* 
fher by motives of the fame kind. The 
Theatre is not filled with thofe, that know or 
regard the fkill of the A£for, nor the Ball- 
room, by thofe who dance, or attend to the 
Dancers. To all places of general refort, 
where the ftandard of pleafure is ere&ed, 
we run with equal eagernefs, or appear- 
ance of eagernefe, for very different rea- 
fons. One goes that he may fay he has 
been there, another becaufe he never mifles. 
This man goes to try what he can find, and 
that to difcover what others find. Whatever 
diverfion }s coftly will be frequented by thofe 
who defire to be thought rich; and whatever 
has, by any accident, become fafhionable, 
eafily continues its reputation, becaufe every 
cne is afhamed of not partaking it. 

To every place of entertainment we go 
frith expe&ation, and defire of being pleafed j 
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we meet others who are brought by the fame 
motives ; no one will be the firft to own the 
difappointment ; ofie face refle&s the fmile 
of another, till each believes thereft delighted, 
and endeavours to catch and tranfmit the cir- 
culating rapture. In time, all are deceived by 
the cheat to which all contribute. The fic- 
tion of happineis is propagated by every 
tongue, and confirmed by every look, till at 
laft all profefs the joy which they do not feel, 
content to yield to die general delufion j and 
when the voluntary dream is at an end, lament 
that blife is of fo ihort a duration. 

If Drugget pretended to pleafures, of which 
he had no perception, or boafted of one amufe- 
ment where he was indulging another, what 
did he which is not done. by all thofe who 
Tead his ftory ? of whom fome pretend delight 
in converfation, only becaufe they dare not 
be alone $ fome praife the quiet of folitude, 
becaufe they are envious of fenfe and impati- 
ent of folly j and fome gratify their pride, by 
writing chradters which expofe the vanity 
*flife. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble Servant. 
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N° 19. Saturday, Auguji 19* 



COME of thofe antient Sages that have ex- 
ercifed their abilities in the enquiry after 
Utitjupreme G*od y have been of opinion, that 
the higheft degree of earthly happinefc is 
Quiet ; a calm repofe both of mind and body, 
undifturbed by the fight of folly or the noifc 
of bufinefs, the tumults of public commotion, 
or the agitations of private intereftj a irate,' 
in which the mind has no other employ- 
ment, but to obferve and regulate her own 
motions, to trace thought from thought, 
. combine one image with another, raiie 
. Syftema of Science, and form Theories of 
Virtue. 

To the Scheme of thefe folitary Specula- 
tes it has been juftly obje&ed, mat if they 
are happy, they are happy only by being Ur- 
iels, That mankind is one vaft republick, 
l/vhye every individual receives many benefits 

from 
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from the labour of others; which, by labourr 
ing in his turn for others, he is obliged tp 
repay ; and that where the united efforts of 
all are not able to exempt all from mifery, 
*nx>ne have" a. right to withdraw from their 
•taflc of vigilance, or to be indulged in idle 
wifdom or folitary pleafures. 

.It is common for Controvertifts, in the 
. heat of difputation, to add one pofition to an- 
other till they reach the extremities pf 
knowledge, where truth and falfhood lofe 
their diftin<Sion, Their admirers follow them 
to the brink of abfurdity, and then ftart back 
..- from each fide towards the middle point. So 
♦ it has happened in this great difquifition* 
Many perceive alike the force of the contrary 
arguments, find quiet fhameful, and bufinefs 
dangerous, and therefore pafs their lives be- 
tween them, in buftle without bufinefs, and 
- in negligence without quiet. 

Among the principal names of this mode- 
rate fet is that great Philofopher JackWhirler^ 
whofe bufinefs keeps him in perpetual motion, 
and whofe motion always eludes his bufinefs ; 
Who is alwajs to do what he never does, who 
F 4 cannot 
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cannot fttnd ftill becaufe he is wanted in an- 
other place, and who is wanted in many 
places becaufe he ftays in none. 

Jack has more bufinefs than he can cofti 
veniently tranfaft in one houfe,, he has there- 
fore one habitation near Bow-Church, and 
another about a mile diftant. By this inge-^ 
nious diftribution of hhnfelf between tw<A 
lioufes, Jack has contrived to be found at neti 
then Jaclts trade is extenfive, and he has 
many dealers; his conversation is fpritely, 
and he has many companions ; his difpofitioa 
is kind, and he has many friends. Jack nei- 
ther forbears pleafure for bufinefs, nor omits 
bufmefe for pleafure, but is equally ininvifible 
to his friends and his cuftomers; to him 
that comes with an invitation to a club, and 
to him that waits to fettle an account. 

When you call at his houfe, his Clerk tells 
you, that Mr. Whirler was juft ftept out, but 
will be at home exaftly at two \ yout wait at 
a Coffee-houfe till two, and then find that he 
has been at home, and is gone out again, but 
left word that he fliould be at the Half-movn 
Tavern at feYen^ where he hopes to meet you. 

At 
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At feven you go to the Tavern. At eight in 
comes Mr. Whirhr to tell you that he is glad 
to fee you, and only begs leave to run for a 
few minutes, to a Gentleman that lives near 
the Exchange, from whom he will return be- 
fore fupper can be ready. Away he runs to 
the Exchange to tell thofe who are waiting for 
him, that he muft beg them to defer the btt- 
finefs till to-morrow, beeaufe his time is come 
at the Half-moon* 

Jack's chearfulnefs and civility rant him 
among thofe whofe prefence never gives pain* 
and whom all receive with fondnefs and ca- 
refles. He calls often on his friends, to tell 
them that he will come again to-morrow j on 
the morrow he comes again to tell them how 
an unexpe&ed fummons hurries him away.. 
When he enters a houfe, his firft declaration 
is, that he cannot fit down 5 and fo fhort are 
his vifits, that he feldom appears to have come 
for any other reafon but to* fay He muft go. 

The dogs of Egypt, when thirft brings 
them to the Nil fy are faid to. run as they drink 
for fear of the Crocodiles,. Jack Whirler al- 
ways dines at Cullfpded* He enters* finds 
F 5 thft 



y Google 



. 106 fthe Id l e *♦ N* 19. 

the family at table, fits familiarly dawn, and 
fills his plate ; but while the firft morfel is ii> 
his mouth, hears the clock ftrike, and rifes ; 

. then goes to another houfe, fits down again,, 
recolle&s another engagement \ has only time 
to tafte the Coup, makes a fhort excufe to the 

.- company, and continues thro' another ftreet 
his defultory dinner* 

But overwhelmed as be is with bufinefe,. 
his chief defire is to have ftill more. Every 
jiew propofal takes pdfleffion of his thoughts, 
he foon ballances probabilities, engages in the 
. projeft, brings it almofl: to completion, and 
then forfakes it for another* which he catches 
with fome alacrity, urges with the fame 
vehemence, and abandons with the fame 
^coldnefs. 

Every man may be obferved to have a 
certain ftrain of lamentation, fome peculiar 
theme of complaint on which he dwells in his 
moments of deje&ion. Jack's topic of for- 
row, is the want of Time. Many an excel- 
lent defign languifhes in empty theory for 
want of Time. For the omiffion of any civi- 
lities, want ef TimAis his plea to others 3 for 
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jnegled of any affairs, want of Time is his 
excufe to himfelf. That he wants Time he 
fincerely believes; for he once pined away 
many months with a lingering diftemper, for 
want of Time to attend his health. 

Thus Jack WhirUr lives in perpetual fa- 
tigue without proportionate advantage, be- 
caufe he does not confider that no man can fefe 
all with his own cyes y or do all with his own 
hands j that whoever is engaged in multiplif 
.city of bufinefc muft tranfa£t much by fubfti- 
tution, and leave fomething to hazard ; and 
.that he who attempts to do all, will wafte Jus 
life in doing littje. 
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N° 20. Saturday, Auguft 26. 



*TPHERE is no crime more infamous than 
the violation of Truth. It is apparent 
that men can be focial beings no longer than 
they believe each other. When fpcech is em- 
ployed only as the vehicle of falfhood, every 
man muft difunite himfdf from others, inhabit 
bis own cave, and feek prey only for himfelf. 

Yet the law of Truth, thus facred and ne- 
ieeflary, is broken without punifhment, with- 
out cenfure, in compliance with inveterate 
prejudice and prevailing paifions. Men are 
willing to credit what they wifli, and encou- 
rage rather thofe who gratify them with plea- 
sure, than thofe that inftruft them with fi- 
delity. 

For this reafon every Hiftorian difcovers 
4us country, and it is impoffible to read the 

different 
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different accounts of any great event, without 
a wifh that Truth had more power over par- 
tiality. 

Amidst the joy of my countrymen for the 
acquifition of Loui/hourg, I could not forbear 
to confider how differently this revolution of 
American power is not only now mentioned 
by the contending fiations, but, will be repre- 
fented by the Writers of another Century. 

The Englijb Hiftorian will imagine himfdf 
barely doing jufticfc to Englijh virtue, when he 
relates the capture of Louijbaurg in the follow- 
ing manner. 

" The Englijh had hitherto feen, with 
great indignation, their attempts baffled and 
their force defied by an enemy, whom they 
confidered themfelvesas in titled to conquer by 
the right of prefcription, and whom many ages 
of hereditary fuperiority had taught them to 
defpife. Their Fleets were more numerous, 
and their Seamen braver than thofe of France^ 
yet they only floated ufelefs on the Ocean, 
and the French derided them from their Ports. 
Misfortunes, as is ufual, produced difcontent, 

the 
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the people murmured at the Minifters, an£ 
the Minifters cenfured the Commanders* 

" In the Summer of this year, the Englijb 
fcegan to find their fuccefs anfwerable to their 
caufe. A Fleet and an Army were Cent to 

. America to diflodge the enemies from the Set- 
tlements which they had fo perfidioufly ma<Je r 
and fo infolently maintained, and to reprefs 
that power which was growing more every day 
by the aflbciation of the Indians^ with whom 

. tbefq degenerate Europeans intermarried, gnd 
whom they fecured to their party by prefents 
and promifes- 

In the beginning of June the fhips of war, 
and veflels containing^ the land forces appeared 
before Louijfbourg, a place fo fecure by nature? 
that art was almoft fuperfluous, and yet forti- 
fied by art as if nature had left it open. The 
French boafted that it was impregnable, and 
fpoke with fcorn of all. attempts that could be 
made againfl it. The garrifon was numerous, 
the ftores equal to the longeft fiege, and their 
Engineers and Commanders high in reputa- 
tion. The mouth of the harbour was fo nar- 
, row, that three fliips within might eafdy de- 
fend 
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fend it againft aU attacks from the fea. The 
French had, with that caution which cowards 
borrow from fear and attribute to policy, elud- 
ed our fleets, and fent into that port five great 
fhips and fix fmaller, of which, they funk four 
mi the mouth oFthe paflage, having raifed 
batteries, and pofted troops at all the places* 
where they thought it poffible to make a def- 
cent. " The Englifh y however, had more to 
dread from the roughnefs of the fea, than from, 
the (kill or bravery of the defendants^ Some 
days paffed before the furges which rife very 
high round that iffand, would fuffer them to 
land : At laft their impatience could be re- 
ftrained no longer ; they got pofleffion of the 
fhore with little lofs by the fea, and with lefs 
by the enemy. In a few days the artillery 
was landed, the batteries were raifed, and die 
French had no other hope than to efcape from 
one poft to another.. A (hot from the batte- 
ries fired the powder in one of their largeft 
fhips, the flame fpread to the two next, and 
all thre"e were deftroyed ; the Englijh Admiral 
fent his boats againft the two large fhips yet 
remaining, took them without refiftance, and 
terrified the garrifcn to an immediate .capi- 
tulation." 

Let 
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LfiT us now oppofe to this Englijh narra- 
tive the relation which will be produced, about 
the fame time,, by the writer of the age of 
Louis XV- 

" About this tine AtEngli/h admitted to 
the conduft of affairs, a Man who undertook 
to fave from deftru&ion that ferocious and 
turbulent people, who, from the mean- info- 
lence pf wealthy Traders, and the lawlefs con- 
fidence of fuccefsful Robbers, were now funk 
in defpair and ftupified with horror- He call- 
ed in the Chips which had been difperfed over 
the Ocean- to guard their Merchants, and fent 
a fleet and an army, in which almoft the 
whole ftrengjth of England was comprifed,. to 
fecure their pofleffions in America* which 
were endangered alike by the French arms 
and the French, virtue* We had taken the 
Englijh fortreffes by force, and gained the 
Indian Nations by humanity. The Englijh^ 
wherever they come, are fure to have the na- 
tives for their enemies ; for the only motive 
of their fettlements is avarice,, and the only 
confequence of their fuccefs is oppreffion. In 
• this war they a&ed like, other Barbarians, and, 
with a degree ,of outrageous cruelty,, "which 

the 
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the gentlenefs of our manners fcarce fuffers 
us to conceive, offered rewards by open pro- 
clamation to thofe who fkould bring in the 
fcalps of Indian women and children. A 
Trader always makes war .with the cruelty of 
a Pirate. 

<c They had long looked with envy and 
with terror upon the influence which the 
French exerted over all the Northern Regions 
of America by the pofleffion of Louijbourgj a 
place naturally ftrong, and new fortified with 
fome flight outworks. They hoped to furprize 
the garrifon unprovided} but that fluggifhr 
sefs which always defeats their malice, gave 
us time to fend fupplies, and to ftation (hips 
for the defence of the harbour. They came 
before Louijbourg in June, and were for fome 
time in doubt whether they fhould land. But 
the Commanders, who had lately feen an 
Admiral beheaded for not having done what 
he had not power to do, durft not leave the 
place unafiaulted. An Englifiman has no 
ardour for honour, nor zeal for duty ; he nei- 
ther values glory nor loves his King} but ba- 
lances one danger with another, and will 
fight rather than be hanged. They therefore 

landed* 
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landed, but with great lofs ; their Engineers 
had, in the laft war with the French^ learned 
fomething of the Military Sciences, and 
made their approaches with fufScient /kill, 
but all their efforts had been without effaft 
had not a ball unfortunately fallen into the 
powder of one of ourfhips, which communi- 
cated the fire to the reft, and by opening the 
paflage of the harbour, obliged the garrifon 
to capitulate. Thus was Loutjbourg loft, 
and our troops marched out with the ad- 
miration of their enemies, who durft hardly 
think themfelves matters of the place/' 
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N 9 21. Saturday, September z. 

- 

To tht I D L E R» 

-D**r Afr. Idler, 
fpHERE is a fpecies of mifery or of difeafe, 
for which our language is commonly 
•fuppofed to be without a name, but which I 
'think is emphatically enough denominated 
Liftleflhefs^ and which is commonly. termed*^ 
?Want of ibmething to do. 

Of the unhappinefs of this ftate I do not 
cxpe& all your readers to have an adequate 
idea. Many are overburthened with bufinefe, 
and can imagine no comfort but in reft ; many 
. have minds fo placid as willingly to indulge a 
voluntary lethargy ; or fo narrow, as eafily to 
be filled to their utmoft capacity. By thefe I 
fliall hot be underftood, and therefore cannot 
be pitied. Thofe only will fympathize with 
my complaint, whofe imagination is' a&ive 

and 
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and refolution weak, whofc dcfires are ardent, 
and whofe choice is delicate; who cannot 
fatfcfy themfehres with ftanding ftill, and yet 
•cannot find a motive to dire£t their courfe. 

I was the fecond fon of a Gentleman, 
whofe eftate was barely fufficient to fupport 
himfelf and his heir in .the dignity of killing 
game. He therefore made ufe of the intereft 
which the alliances of his family afforded him, 
to procure me a poft in die Army. I pafled 
fome years in the moft contemptible of all hu- 
man ftations, that of a Soldier in time of 
Peace. I wandered with the regiment as the 
quarters were changed, without opportunity 
for bufinefs, tafte for knowledge, or money 
pleafure. Wherever I came I was for time a 
ftranger without curiofity,. and afterwards an 
acquaintance without friendfhip. Having 
nothing to hope in thefe places of fortuitous 
jrefidence I refigned my conduft to chancer 
I had no intention to offend, I had no ambiti- 
on to delight. 

I suppose every man is (hocked when he 
hears how frequently Soldiers are wifhing for 
War, Tlie wiih is not always fincere, the 

greater 
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greater part are content with fleep and lace, 
and counterfeit an ardour which they do not 
feel ; but thofe who defire it moft, are.neither 
prompted by malevolence nor patriotifm ; they 
neither pant for laurels, nor delight in blood ; 
but long to be delivered from the tyranny of 
icQenefe, and reftored to the dignity of adive 
beings.. 



k . « 



I never, imagined myfelf to liave more 
courage than other men, yet was often invo- 
luntarily wiflring for a war, but of a war at 
that time I. had no profpeft ; and being ena- 
bled, by the death of an uncle, to live without 
my pay, I quitted the army, and refolved to 
regulate my own motions, 

* I was pleafed, for a while, with the novelty 
of independence, and imagined that I had now 
found what every man defires. My time was 
in my own power, and my habitation was 
wherever my choice mould fix it. I amufed 
myfelf for two years, in paffing from place v to 
place, andcomparingone convenience with an- 
other 5 but being at laft afhamed of enquiry, 
and weary of uncertainty, I purchased a houfe, 

and eftabliflied my family. 
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I NOW expe&ed to begin to be happy, and 
was happy for a fhort time, with that expect- 
ation. But I foon perceived my fpirits to 
fubfide, and my imagination to grow dark. 
The gloom thickened every day round me. I 
wondered by what malignant power my peace 
was blafted, till I difcovered at laft that I had 
nothing to do* 

Time with all its celerity, moves flowly to 
him, whofe whole employment is to watch 
its flight. I arn forced upon a thoufand fhifts 
to enable me to endure the tedioufnefe of the 
4ay. I rife when I can fleep no longer, and 
take my morning walk ; I fee what I have feen 
before, and return. I fit down and perfuade 
myfelf, that I fit down to think, find it impof- 
fible to think without a fubje<9:, rife up to en- 
quire after news, and endeavour to kindle in 
myfelf, an artificial impatience for intelligence 
of events, which will never extend any confe- 
quence to me, but that a few minutes they ab- 
ftra£ me from myfelf. 

When I have heard any thing that may 
gratify curiofity, I am bufied for a while, in 
running to relate k. ' I haften from one place 

of 
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of cdncourie to another, delighted with my. 
own importance, and proud to think that t 
am doing fomething tho' I know that another 
hour would fpare my labour. 

I had once a round of vifits, which I paid 
very regularly, but I have now tired moft of 
my friends. When I have fat down I forget 
to rife, and have more than once over-heard 
one afking another when I would be gone. 
I perceive the company tired, I obferve the 
miftrefs of the family whifpering to her fer- 
vants, I find orders given to put off bufinefs till 
to-morrow, I fee the watches frequently in- 
fpe&ed, and yet cannot withdraw to the vacu- 
ity of folitude, or venture niyfelf in* my own 
company. 

Thus burthenfomtf to my myfelf and o- 
thers, I form many fchemes of employment 
which may make my life ufeful or agreeable, 
and exempt me from the ignominy of living 
by fufferance. This new courfe I have long 
defigned but have pot yet begun.* The pre- 
sent moment is never proper for the change, 
but there is always a time in view when all 
pbfhcles will be removed, and I Audi furpriz? 

all 



by Google 



no "The I D l u. N* zu 

that know me with a new diftribution of ray 
time. Twenty years have paft fincel have 
tefolved a complete amendment, and twenty 
years have been loft in delays. Age is coming 
upon me, and I fhould look back with rage 
and defpair upon the wafte of life, but that I 
am now beginning in earneft to begin a re- 
formation. 

lam, Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 

DickLingfh, 



NS 22. Saturday, September 16, 



To the 1 D L E R, 
Sir, 
J^S I was pafling lately under one of tfce 
gates of this city, I was ftruck with hor- 
ror by a rueful cry, which fummoned me to 
remember the poor Debtors. 

The wifdom and juftice of the Engttjb 
Jaws are,« by Englijhmen at leaft, loudly cele- 

bratedj 
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bratcd 5 but fcarcety the moft zealous admirers 
of our Inftitutions can think that law wife, 
which when men are capable of work, obliges 
them to beg* or juft, which expofes the liberty 
of one to the paffions of another. 

The profperity of a people is proportionate 
to the number, of hands and minds ufcfully 
employed. To the community fedition is fi 
fever, corruption is a gangrene, and idlencfs 
an atrophy. Whatever body, and whatever 
ibciety, wafles more than it acquires, mud gra- 
dually decay > and every being that continues 
to be fed, .and ceafes to labour, takes away 
fomething from the public ftock. 

Thje confinement, therefore, of any man in 
the floth and darknefs of a prifon, is a lofs to 
the nation, and no gain to'the Creditor. For 
, of the multitudes who are pining in thofe cells 
of mifery, a very fmall partis fufpe&ed of any 
fraudulent a£l by which they retain what be- 
longs to others. The reft are impriibned by 
the wantonnefe of pride, the. malignity of re- 
venge, or the acrimony of difappointed ex- 
pectation. 

.' G If 
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If thofc, who thus rigoroufly exercife die 
power which the law has put into their 
hands, be afked, why they continue to impri- 
fon thofe whom they know to be unable to pay 
them : One will anfwer, that his Debtor once 
lived better than himfelf ; another, that his 
wife looked above her neighbours, and his 
children went in filk cloaths to the dancing 
fchool ; and another, that he pretended to be 
a joker and a wit: Some will reply, that if 
they were in debt they ihould meet with the 
fame treatment; fome, that they owe no more 
than they can pay, and need therefore give no 
account «of their a\9ions. Some will confefe 
their refolution, that their Debtors fhall rot 
in jail; and fome will difcover, that they 
hope, by cruelty, to vvring the payment from 
their friends* 

The end of all 'civil regulations is to fccure 
private happinefs from private malignity ; tb 
keep individuals from the power of one ano- 
ther; but this end is apparently neglected, 
when a man, irritated with lofs, is allowed to 
be the judge of his own caufe, and to affign 
the punifhment of his own pain 5 when the 

diftindiioa 
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diftin&ion between guilt and unhappinefs, 
, between cafualty and defign, is intruded to eyes 
blind with intereft, to underftandings depraved 
by refentment. 

Since Poverty is punifbed among us as a 
crime, it ought at leaft to be treated with the 
fame lenity as other crimes; the offender 
ought not to languifli, at the will of him whom 
he has offended, but to be allowed fome ap- 
-pcal to the juftice of his country. There can 
.be no reafon, why any Debtor fliould be im- 
prifoned, but that he may be compelled to 
payment; and a term fliould therefore be fix- 
ed, in whiqh the Creditor Ihould exhibit his 
accufation of concealed property. If fuch 
property can be difcovered, let it be given to 
the Creditor 5 if the charge is not offered, or 
cannot be proved, let the prifoner be difmifled. 

Those who made the laws, have apparently 
fuppofed, that every deficiency of payment is 
the cnme of the Debtor. But the truth is, 
that the Creditor always fliares the a#, and 
often more than (hares the guilt of improper 
truft. It feldom happens that any manv im- 
prifons another but for debts which he fuffered 
G 2 to 
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to be contracted, in hope of advantage tohim- 
felf, and for bargains in which he proporti- 
oned his profit to his own opinion of the ha- . 
xard ; and there is no reafon, why one fhould 
punifh the other, for a contraft in which both 
concurred. 

Many 6f the inhabitants of prifons may 
juftly complain of harder treatment. He that 
once owes more than he can pay, 16 often o- 
bliged to bribe his Creditor to patience, by eri- 
creafing his debt. Worfe and worfe commo- 
dities, at a higher and higher price, are forced 
upon him $ he is impoveriflied by compulfive 
traffick, and at kft overwhelmed, in the com- 
mon receptacles of mifery, by debts, which, 
without his own confent, were accumulated 
on his head. To the relief of this difirefs, 
no other obje&ion can be made, but that 
by an eafy diflblution of debts, fraud will 
be left without puniflimerit, and imprudence 
without awe, ahd that when infolvency . 
fhall be no longer punifliable, credit will 
ceafe. 

The motive to credit, is the hope of ad- 
vantage. Commerce can never be at a ftop, 

while 



y Google 



N # m. The Idler. . 125 

while one man wants what another can fup- 
ply ; arid credit will never be denied, while 
it is likely to be repaid with profit. He that 
trufts one whom he defigns to fue, is crimi- 
nal by the aft of truft ; the ceflation'of fuch 
infidious traffick is to be defired, and no reafon 
can be given why a change of the law fhoald 
impair ajriy others 

We fee nation trade with nation, where no 
payment can be compelled. Mutual conveni- 
ence produces mutual confidence, and the 
Merchants continue to fatify the demands of 
each other, though they have nothing to dread 
but thelofs of trade. 

It is vain to continue an inftitution, which 
experience fhewa to be irteffe&ual. We have 
now imprifoned one generation of Debtors 
after another, but we do not find that their 
numbers leffen. We have now learned, that 
raflinefs and imprudence will not be deterred 
from taking credit j let us try whether fraud 
and avarice may be more eafily reftrained 
from giving it. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

G 3 K° 23. 
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N° 23. Saturday, September 23. 



T I F E has- no pleafure higher or nobler than 
^~* that of Frendfhip. .- s It is painful to con- 
fider, that this fublime enjoyment may be im- 
paired or deftroyed by innumerable caufes^ and 
that there is no human poffeffion of which the 
duration is lefs certain* 

Many have talked, in very exalted lan- 
guage, of the perpetuity of Friendfhip, of in- 

. vincible Oonftancy, and unalienable Kindnefe; 

. and fome examples have been feen of men 
whq have continued faithful to their earlicft 
choice, and whofe affe&ion has predominat- 
ed over changes of fortune, and contrariety of 
opinion* 

But thefe inftanccs are memorable, becaufe 
they are rare. The Friendfhip which is to 
be pra&ifed jor expe&ed by common mortals, 
jnuft take it rife from mutual pleafure, and 

muft 
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muft «tid when the power ceafes of delighting 
each other* 
«. 
Many accidents therefore may happen* by 
which the ardour of kindnefs will be abated, 
without criminal bafenefs or contemptible in- 
conftancy on either part. To give pleafure 
is not always iji our power \ and Jittle does 
he know himfelf, who believes that he can be 
always able to receive it. 

Those who would gladly paft their days 
together may be feparated by the different 
.courfe of their affairs ; and Friendfliip, like 
Love, is destroyed by long abfence, though it 
may be encreafcd by (hort intermiflions. What 
we have miffed long enough to want it, we 
valve more whfcn it is regained \ but that which 
has been loft till it is forgotten, will be found 
at laft with little gladnefs, and w*th ftill le&, 
if a fubftitute has fupplied the place. A man 
deprived of the companion to whom he ufed 
to qpen his bofom, and with whom he (hared 
the hours of leifure and merriment, feels the 
day at iirft hanging heavy on him \ his difficul- 
ties opprefs, and his doubts diftraft him ; he 
fees time come and go without his wonted 
G 4 * gratifica- 
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gratification, and all is fadnefs within and fo^ 
litude about him. But this uneafinefs never 
lafts long, neceffity produces expedients, new 
amufements are discovered,, and new conver- 
sion is admitted* 

No expectation is more frequently difap- 
pointed, -than that which naturally arifes in 
the mind, from the profpe& of meeting an old 
Friend, after long feparatbn. We expeft 
the attraction to be revived, and the coalition 
to be renewed; na man confiders how much, 
alteration time has made in himfelf, and verjr 
few enquire what effedr. k has had upon others. 
The firft hour convinces them, that the plea- 
fure, which they have formerly enjoyed, is for 
ever at an end 5 different fcenes have made 
-different impreffions, the opinions of both aie 
changed, and that Similitude of manners and 
fentiment is loft, which confirmed them both 
in the approbation of themfelves* 

Friendship is often deftroyed by opposi- 
tion of intereft, not only by the ponderous and 
vifible intereft, which the defire of wealth and 
greatnefe forms and maintains, but by a thou- 
fand fecret and flight competitions, Scarcely 

known 
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known to the mind upon which they operate. 
There is fcarcely any man without fome fa- 
vourite trifle which he values above greater 
attainments, fomedefire of petty pra he which 
he cannot patiently fufFer to bs fruftrated- 
This minute ambition is- fometimes crofted 
before it is known, and fometimes defeated by 
wanton petulance ; but fuch attacks are fel- 
dbm made without the lofs of Friendihip ; for 
whoever has once found the vulnerable part 
will always be feared, and the refentment 
will burn on in fecret of which flnme hinders^ 
the difcovery. 

■ This, however, is a flow malignity, which 
a wife man will obviate as inconfiftent with 
quiet, and a good man will r6prefs~ as contrary 
to virtue ; but human happiriefs is fometimes 
violated' by fome more fudden ftrokes. 

A dispute begun in jefl-, upon a fubje£fc 
>fchich a moment before was on both parts re- 
garded with carelefo indifference, is continued" 
by the defire of conqueft, tiH vanity kindles 
into rage, and oppofition rankles into enmity. 
Againftthis hafty mifchief I know not what 
fccuritycan be obtained; men will be fome- 
G 5 tinier 
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times furprfeed intd quarrels, and though they 
might both haften to reconciliation, as foon 
as their tumult had fubfided, yet.twoinindswill 
feldom be found together, which can at once 
fubdue their difcontent, or immediately enjoy 
the fweets of peace, without remetnbring the 
wounds of the conflict. 

Friendship has otr^er enemies. Sufpict* 
on is always hardening the cautious, and Dif- 
guft repelling the delicate* Very (lender dif- 
ferences will fometimes part thofe whom long 
reciprocation of civility or beneficence has u- 
nited* Lcnelove and Ranger retired into the 
country to enjoy the company of eacj*. other* 
and returned in fix weeks cold and petulant % 
Ranger's pleafure was to walk in the fields* 
and Lonelovfs to fit in a bower j each had 
complied with the other in his turn, and each 
•fras angry that compliance had been exa&eck 

The moft fatal difeafe of Friendfliip is gra- 
dual decay, or diflike hourly encreafed by 
caufes too flender for complaint, and too nu- 
merous for removal, Thofe who are angry 
may be reconciled > thofe who. have been in- 
jured may receive a recompence ; but when 

thft 
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is filently diminifhed, .the renovation of 
Friendfliip is hopelefs; as, when the vital 
powers fink into languor,; tjie*r* fe no longer 

. $uiy ufe of tiie Phyfici^n. 
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"HEN man fees one of the inferior 

creatines, perched upon a tree, or balk- 

1 ihg in the {upfhing,. without any apparent 

/endeavour or purfuit, he often afks himfelf, or 

his companion* On what that animal can be 

Juppofed to he thinking ? 

Of this queftion,. fyice neither bird nor beafli 
* can anfwer it, we muft he conjtent to live 
without the refoljitipn.. We know not how- 
much the brutes recolledt Qf the pail, or an- 
ticipate of the future ; what power they have 
' of comparingand preferring ; or whether their 
faculties may iyot reft in motionleis indifier- 
encej till fiiey are moved by the prefcnee of 
G 6 , their 
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their proper object or ftknulated to aft by 
corporal fenfationi. 

I am the lefs inclined to'thefe fiiperflubus 
inquiries, becaufe I have always been able to 
find fufficient matter for curiofity in my own 
fpecies. It is ufdefs to go far in queft of that 
which may be found at home ; a very narrow 
circle of obfervation will fupply a fufficient 
nuiiiber of men and women, who fnight be 
alked with equal propriety, On what they can 
bethinking? 

It is reafonable to believe, that Thought, 
like every thing elfe, has its caufes and effects ; 
that it muft proceed from fbinething known, 
done, or fufferedj and muft produce fome 
a&ion or event. Yet how great is the num- 
ber of thofe in whofe minds no (burce of 
Thought has ever been opened, in whofe life 
no coAfequence of Thought is ever difcover- 
«d; who have learned nothing upon which 
they can reflect ; who have neither feen nor 
felt any thing which could leave its traces on 
the memory j" who neither forefee nor deflre 
any change of their condition, and have 
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'therefore neither fear, hope, nordefign, and 
jet are fuppofed to be thinking beings. 

To every aft a fubje£k is required. He that 
thinks, muft think upon fomething. But tell 
me, ye that pierce deepeft into Nature, ye 
that take the wideft furveys of life, inform 
me, kind Shades of Mdhranchi and of 
Locie, what that fomething. can be, which 
excites and continues Thought in Maiden 
Aunts with fmaH fortunes ;. in younger Bro- 
thers that live upon Annuities y in Traders re- 
tired from Biifmefs; in Soldiers abfent from 
their Regiments, or in Widows that have no 
Children? 

Life is commonly confidered as either 
a&ive or cpntemplative ; but fiirely this di- 
vifioh, how long foever it has been received, 
is inadequate and* fallacious. There are 
mortals whole fife is certainly not a&ive, for 
they do neither good nor evif, and whole life 
cannot be properly called contemplative ; for 
they never attend either to the.condu& of men, 
or die work$ of Nature, but rife in the morn- 
ing, look round them till night in cartlefs ftu- 
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pidity,fpto bed and flecf*. and rife.aggun in 
the morning* 

It has been lately a celebrated queftkm in 
% the fchools of philofophy, Whether the StuI al- 
ways thinks ? Some have defined the Soul to 
be the power of thinkings concluded that it* 
. efTence qonlirfs in a& ; that if it fhould ceafe 
\o a£^ it would ceafe to be i and that ceflatioa 
of Thought is but another nanie for extkifii- 
on of mind* This argument is fubtle, but 
not conclusive ; becaufe it fuppofes, what can- 
not be proved, that the nature of mind is pro- 
perly defined. Others affeft to difilain fub- 
tilty, when fubtilty will not fervc their pur- 
pofe ; and appeal to daily experience. We 
fpend many hours, they fay, in ileep, without 
the Ieaft remembrance of any thoughts which 
then pafied fn our minds j- and fince we can 
only by our own confcioufnefs be fure that we 
think, why fhould we imagine that we have 
had thought of which no confcioufiiefs re- 
mains ? 
i 

This argument, which appeals to experi- 
ence, may from experience be confuted. We 
efvery day do fomething tvhich we forget when 
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it is jione, and know to have been ddne only 
by confequence. The waking hours aie not 
denied to have.been puffed in Thought, yet 
fee that fliaM endeavour to recoHeft on one day 
the ideas of the former, will onry turn the eye 
of refleftionupon vacancy; he will find, that the 
greater part is irrevocably vanifhed, and" won- 
der how the moments could come and go, and 
leave (b little behind them. 

To difcover only that the arguments oft 
both fides are defe6tive, and to thiow back 
the tenet inta its former uncertainty, is the 
(port of wanton or malevolent Scepticifm, de* 
lighting to fee the fons of Philofophy at work 
upon a talk which never can be finiflied \ at va- 
riance on a queftion that can never be decided* 
I fliall fuggeft an argument, hithertooverlooked, 
which may perhaps^determine the controverfy* 

If it be impoflible to think without mate- 
rials, there muft neceflarily be minds that da 
jaot always think ; and whence (hall we fur- 
nifli materials for the meditation of the Glut- 
ton between his, Meals* of the Sportfman ir* 
a rainy Month, of the Annuitant between 
the days of quarterly payment, of the Poli- , 

ticiaa 
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tician when the Mails are detained by contra* 
ry winds. 

But how frequent loever may be the ex- 
amples of exiftence without Thought, it i$ 
certainly a ftate not much to be defired. He 
that lives in torpid infenfibility, wants nothing 
of a carcafe but putrefa&ion. It is the part 
of every inhabitant of the earth to partake the 
pains and pleafures of his fellow Beings -, and, 
as in a road through a country .defart and 
uniform, the traveller languishes for want of 
amufement; fo the paffage of life will be te- 
dious and irkfome to him who does not be- 
guile it by diverfified ideas.. 
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N° 25. Saturday, O&ober 7. 

7* **# I D LER, 

Sir, 

* T am a very conftant frequenter of the 

4 Playhoufe, a place to which I fuppofe 
c the A&r not much a ftranger, fince he can , 

* have no where elfe fo much entertainment, 

* with fo little concurrence of his own*endea- 
€ vour. Ai all other aflembHes, he that comes 

* to receive delight, will be expected to give 

* it ; but in the Theatre, nothing i9 neceffarjr 
1 to the amufement of two hours, but to fit 

* down and be willing to be pleafed. 

c The kft week has offered two new A&- 
4 ore to the the town. The appearance and 

* retirement of Actors, are the great events of 
i the theatrical world j: and their firft per- 
c formances fill the pit with conje£yre and 

* prognoftication, as the firft actions of a new 

* Monarch agitate nations with hope or fear. 

* What 
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* What opinion I have fonned of the fti- 

* ture excellence of thefe candidates for dra- 

* matic gloryi it is not neceflary .to declare. 

* Their entrance gave me a higher and nobler 

* pleaftire Jhan any borrowed diara&er can 
. « afford* I law -the ranks-- of the Theatre 

* emulating each other, in candour and hu- 
' manity, and contending, who fhould moft 
4 effe&ually aflift the ftruggles of endeavour* 
x dhfipate the blufh of diffidence* and ftill the 
> flutter of timidity. 

* Th j s* behaviour is fuch a* becomes, a peo* 

* pie, too tender to.reprefs thofe who wife t* 

* pleafe, too generous to infult thpfe who can 

* make no refiftance. A puHick Performer is 
< to much: in the- power of fpo&^ters* that alt 

* unneceflary ftverity is retrained by that 
« general law of humanity whiefc forbids us tt 
« be cruel whet e there is nothing to be feared. 

€ Iw ewery new Performer- fomethiflg muft 

* be pardoned. No man can, by any force tf 
* resolution, fecuxe tp hknfelf the 'fall poflef- 

4 fion of his own powers, under the eye of * 

* large aflembly. Variation of gefture, . and 

* flexion 
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4 flexion of voice, are to be obtained only by 
* experience, 

c There is nothing for which fuch num* 
c bers think themfelves qualified as for thea- 
c trical exhibition. Every human being had 

* an a£Uon graceful to his own eye, a voice 
c mufical to his own ear, and a fenfibility 

* which Nature forbids him to know that any 

* other bofom can excel. An art in which 
*fuch numbers fancy themfelves excellent, 
« and which the Publick liberally rewards, 

* will excite many competitors, and in many 
« attempts there muft be many mifcarriages. 

c The care of the Critic fliould be to 
« diftinguim efror from inability, feuJfc of in- 
« experience from defects of nature. Ac- 

* « tion irregular and turbulent may be reclaim- 
■ « ed ; vociferation vehe;ment and confufed may 

< be reftrained and modulated ; the ftalk of 
* the tyrant may become the gait of a man ; 
. * the ydl of inarticulate cKftrefs may be re- 
« duced to human lamentation. All thefe 
« faults ihould be for a time overlooked, and 
c afterwards cenfored with gentlenefs and 
« candour. But if in an A&or there appears an 

« utter 
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' utter vacancy of meaning, a frigid equality, 

* a ftupid languor, a torpid apathy, the-great- 

* eft kihdnefs that can be (hewn him, is a 

* fpeedy fehtence of expulfion. 

I am, Sir, &€.' 

The plea^ which my Correfpondent h» 
offered for young A£ors, I am very far from 
wifhing to invalidate. I always confidered 
thofe combinations which are fometimes form- 
ed in the Playhoufe as a£te of fraud or of 
cruelty; he that applauds him who does not 
-deferve praife, is endeavouring to deceive the 
.publick; he that hiffes in malice or fport, is 
an oppreffor and a robber. 

-'. But furely this laudable forbearance might 
be ju% extended to young Poets. The art 
of the Writer, like that of the Player, is attain- 
ed by flow degrees.. The power of diftin- 
guifhing and difcriminating comic chara&ers, 
or of filling Tragedy with poetical images, 
• muft be the gift of Nature, which no inftruc- 
tion nor labour can /upply ; but the art of 
dramatic difpofition, the contexture of the 
icenes, the oppofition of chancers, the invo- 
lution of the plot, the expedients of fufpenfion, 

and 
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and the ftratagems of furjfrize, are to be learn- 
ed by practice ; and it" is cruel to difcourage 
a Poet for ever, becaufe he has not from ge.-. 
nius what only experience can beftow. 

Life is a ftage. Let me Iikewife follicit 
candour for the young A&or on the ftage of 
life. They that enter into the world are too 
often treated with unreafonable rigour by thofis 
that were once as ignorant and heady as theni* 
felves, and diftin&ion is not always made be- 
tween the faults which require fpeedy and 
violent eradication, and thofe that will gra- 
dually drop away in the progreffion of life. 
Vicious felicitations of appetite, if not check- 
ed, will grow more importunate, and mean 
arts of profit or ambition yrill gather ftxength 
in the mind if they are not early fupprefled. 
But miftaken notions of fuperiority, defires of 
ufelefs fhow, pride of little accomplifliments, 
and all the train of vanity, will be brufhed a- 
way by the wing .of time. 

Reproof (hould not exhauft its power 
upon petty fallings, let it watch diligently a- 
gainft the incurfion of wee, and leave foppery 
anjl futulity to die of tbemfelves. 

N° 26. 
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N° 26. Saturday, Oftober 14. 



Mr. Idler, 
T never thought that I fliould write any 
* thing to be printed \ but having lately 
fcen your firft Effay,. which was fent down 
into the kitchen, with a great bundle of Ga- 
zettes and ufelefs papers, I find that you are 
willing to admit any correlporident, and there- 
fore hope you will not reje& me. If you 
publHh my letter, it may encourage others, In 
the fame condition with myfelf, to tell their 
Stories, which may be perhaps as ufeful as 
thofe of great Ladies. 

I am a poor girl. I was bred in the coun- 
try at a charity fchool, maintained by the 
contributions of wealthy neighbours. The 
Ladies our Patroneffes yifited us from time to 
time, examined how we were taught, and faw 
that our cloaths weft clean. We lived hap- 
pily 
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pily enough, and were inftru&ed to be thank- 
ful to thofe at whofe coft we were educated* 
I was always the favourite of myMiftrefc; 
(he ufed to call me' to reid and Ihew my copy- 
took to all ftrangers, who never difmifled me » 
without commendation, and very feldom with*. 
out a Shilling. 

At* foft the chief of our Subfcribers having, 
palled a winter in L*ndtn> came down full of 
an opuuojtx new and ftfaage to -the whole 
county ' She hel4il little kfs than eriminal 
to teach poor girls to read and write. They 
who are born to jioverty, fhe faid, are born to 
Jgnorance, and will work the harder the kfe 
-they know. She told her friends, that London 
'Was in confufion by the iofolienceof ferwants, 
•that fcarcely a wench was to begot /*r all 
work^ fince education had made fuch numbers 
of fine Ladies, thabnobody would how accept 
a lower title than that of a Waiting Maid, 
or fornething that might qualify her to wear 
laced flioes and long ruffles, and to fit at work 
« in the parlour window. But fhe was refolved, 
for her part, to fpoil no more girls ; thofe 
who were to live by their hands ftywld neither 
read nor write out of hex pocket \ the world 

was 
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was bad enough already, and flie would have 
no part in making it worfe. 

♦ 
. She was for a Abort time warmly oppofed ; 
but {he perfevered in her notions, and with* 
drew her fubfcriptioi*. Few.liften without a 
defire of conviction to thofe who advife them 
to fpare their money. Her example and her 
arguments gained ground daily, and in lefs 
than a year the whole parift was convinced-, 
that the nation would he ruined if die children 
©f the poor were taught to read and write. 

' Our fchool was now dfifclved j my mif- 
trefs kiffed me when we parted, and told me, 
' that, being old and helplefc, fee could not af- 
fift me, advifed me -to feek, a fervice, and 
charged me not to forget what I had learned. 

My reputation for fcholarfliipj which had 
hitherto recommended me to favbur, was, by 
the adherents to the^new opinion, confidered 
. as a crime ; and, when I offered myfelf to any 
miftrefa, I had no other anfweiy than, Surr, 
child^ou would not work \ hprd work is not Jit 
for apenwoman ; a fcrubbing-brujh would Jf til 
your band, child! 

" I COULB 
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I could not live at home; and while I 
was confidering to what I fhould betake me, 
one of the girls, who had gone from our 
fchool to London* came down in a filk gown t 
and told her acquaintance how well (he lived, 
what fine things fhe faw, and what great wages 
(he received, I refolved to try my fortune* 
and took my paflage in the next week's wag- 
gon to London. I had no fnares laid for me 
at my arrival, but came fafe to a fitter of my 
miftrefe, who undertook to get me a place; 
She knew only the families of mean Trades- 
men} aad I, having no high opinion of my 
own qualifications, was willing to accept the 
firft offer, 

-My firft Miftrefs was wife of a work- 
ing Watchmaker, who earned more than 
was fuiEcient to keep his family in de- 
cency and plenty, but it was their conftant' 
practice to hire a chaife on Sunday , and fpend 
half the wages of the Week on Richmond-Hill \ 
of Monday he commonly lay half in bed, and 
fpent the other half in merriment ; Tuefday 
and Wednesday confumed the reft of his money; 
and three days every week were pafled in ex- 
tremity of want by us who were left at home, 
H while 
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while my Mafter lived on truft at an alehoufe. 
You may be Aire that of the fufferers the maid 
fufFered moft, and I left them, after three 
months, rather than be ftarved. 

I was then maid to a Hatter's wife. There 
was no want to be dreaded, for they lived in 
perpetual luxury. My Miftrefs was a diligent 
woman, and rofe early in the mornigg to.fet 
the journeymen to work ; my Matter w&s * 
man much beloved by his neighbours, and fftt 
at one club or other every night. I was o- 
bliged to wait on my Mafter at night, and on 
my Miftrefs in the morning. He fddom 
came home before two, and fhe rofe at five. 
I could no more live without fleep than with- 
out food, and therefore entreated them to look 
out for another fervant. 

My next removal was to a Linen Draper's, 
who had fix children. My Miftrefs, when I 
firft entered the houfe, informed me, that I 
muft never contradict the children, nor fuffer 
them to cjy. I had no defire to offend, and 
readily promifed to do my beft. But when I 
gave them their breakfaft I could not help all 
firft j when I was playing with one in my lap, 
I was forced to keep the reft in expe&ation. 

Thaj 
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That which was not gratified always refented 
the Injury with a k>ud 4 outcry, which put my 
Miftrefs in a fury at me, and procured fugar 
plums to the child, I could not keep fix 
children quiet, who were bribed \p be clamo- 
rous, and was therefore difmifled, as a girl 
honeft, but not good-natured. 

I then lived with a couple that kept a 
petty (hop of Remnants and Cheap 1 Linen, 
I was qualified to make a bill, or keep a book, 
and being therefore often called, at a bufy 
time, to ferve the cuftowers, expe&ed that I 
ihould now be happy, in proportion as I was" 
ufeful. But my Miftrefs appropriated every 
day part of the profit to fome private ufe, and* 
as fhe grew bolder in her theft, at laft deduc- 
ed fuch fums, that myMafter began to wonder 
how he fold fo much, and gained fo little; 
She pretended to affift his enquiries, and be- 
gan, very 'gravely, to hope that Betty was 
hmefii and y£t tb$fe>jbarp girls were apt to be 
tight fingered. You wiU beJieve that I did not 
ftay there much longer. 

The reft of my ftory I will tell you in an- 
other letter, and only beg to be informed, in 
fome paper, for which of my places, except 
H 2. perhaps 
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perhaps the laft, I was difqualified, by mjr 
fkill in reading and writing. , 

I am, Sir, 

Your very humble Servant, 
Betty Broom, 



N 9 27. Saturday, OBober 21, 



TT has been the endeavour of all thofewhom 
^* the world has reverenced for fuperior wif- 
dom, to perfuade man to be acquainted with 
himfelf, to learn his own powers and his own 
weaknefs, to obferve by what evils he is moft 
dangeroufly befet, and by ' what temptations 
moft eafily overcome. 

This counfel has been often given with fe- 
rious dignity, and often received with ap- 
pearance of conviction ; but, as very few can 
fearch deep into their own minds without 
meeting what they with to hide from them- 
felves, fcarce any man perfifts in cultivating 
fuch difagreeable acquaintance, but draws the 

" v veil 
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veil again between his eyes and his heart, 
leaves his paffions and appetites as he found 
them> and advifes others to look into them- 
felves. 

This is the common refult of enquiry evea 
among thofe that endeavour to grow wifer or 
better, but this endeavour is far enough from 
frequency ; the greater part of the multitude? 
that fwarm upon the earth, have never been 
difturbed by fuch uneafy curiofity, but deliver 
themfelves up to bufinefs or to pleafure, plunge 
into the current of life, whether placid or 
turbulent, and pafs on from one point of 
prolpecl: to another, attentive rather to any 
thing than the ftate of their minds ; fatisfied, 
at an eafy rate, with an opinion that tbey are 
no worfe than others, that every man muft 
mind his own intereft, or that their pleafures 
hurt only themfelves, and are therefore ho 
proper fubje&s of cenfure. 

Some, however, there are, whom the in- 
trufion of fcruples, the recollection of better 
notions, or the latent reprehenfion of good 
examples, will not fuffer to live entirely con- 
tented with their own conduit j thefe are 
H 3 forced 
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forced to pacify the mutiny of reafon with 
fair promifes, and quiet their thoughts with 
defigns of calling all their a&ions to review,, 
and planning a new fcheme for the time ta 
come. 

There is nothing which we eftimate fo 
.fallacioufly as the force of our own refoluti- 
ons, nor any fallacy which we fo unwillingly 
and tardily deted. He that has refolved a 
thoufand times, and athoufand times deferted 
his own purpofe, yet fuffers no abatement of 
his confidence, but flill believes himfelf his 
own matter, and able, by innate vigour of 
foul, to prefs forward to his end, through all 
jhe obftruflions that inconveniences or de- 
lights can put in his way. 

That this miftake Ihould prevail for a 
time is very natural. When convLEHon b 
prefent, and temptation out of fight, we da 
not eajily conceive how any reafonable being 
can deviate from his true intereft. What 
ought to be done while k yet hangs only in 
/peculation, is fo plain and certain, that there 
is no place for doubt * the whole foul yields 
itfelf to the predominance of truth, and rea- 
dily 
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dily determines to do what, when the time of 
action comes, will be at laft omitted. 

I believe moil men may review all the 
lives .that have pafled within their obfervation, 
witboutremembring one efficacious refolution, 
©r being able to tell a (ingle inftance of a 
courfe of practice fuddenly changed in con- 
fequence of a change of opinion, or an tfta- 
blifhment of determination. Many indeed 
alter their conduct, and are not at fifty what 
they were at thirty, but they commonly varied 
imperceptibly from themfelves, followed the 
train of external caufes, and rather fuffered re- 
formation than made it. 

It is not uncommon to charge the difference 
between promife and performance, between 
profeffion and reality, upon deep defign and 
ftudied deceit; but the truth is, that there is 
very little hypocrify in the world ; we do not 
fo often endeavour or wiih to impofe on others 
as on ourfelves ; we refolve to do right, we 
hope to keep our refolutions, we declare them 
to confirm our own hope,and fix our own in- 
conftancy by calling witnefles of our a&ions ; 
but at laft habit prevails, and thofe whom we 
invited to our triumph, laugh at our defeat. 
H 4 Custom 
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Custom is commonly too ftrong for the 
moft refolute refolvcr though furnifhed for the 
aflault with all the weapons of Philofbphy. 
** He thatendeavours to free himfelf from an ill 
habit, fays Bacon, muft not change too much 
at a time left he fhould be difcouraged by dif- 
ficulty ; nor too little, for then he will make 
but flow advances." . This is a precept which 
may be applauded in a book, but will fail in 
the trial, in which every change will be found 
too great or too.little. Thofe who have been 
able to conquer habit, are like thofe that are 
fabled to have returned from the realms of 
Pluto ; 

Pauciy quos aquus amavit 
j tf pi ter 9 Gtque ardens evexit ad athera virtus, 

/.They are fufficient to give hope but not fecu- 
rity, to animate the conteft but not to promife 
victory. 

Those who are in the power of evil habits, 
muft conquer them as they can, and conquer- 
' ed they muft be, or neither wifdom nor hap- 
pinefs can be attained ; but thofe who are not 
yet fubjedr. to their influence, may, by timely 
caution, preferve their freedom, they may 

effectually 
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effectually refolve to cfcape the tyrant, whom 
they will very vainly refolve. to conquer. 



N° 28. Saturday, OSfober 2$. 



To the I D L E IL 

"Sir, 
TT is very eafy for a man who fits idle at 

home, and has no body to pleafe but him- 
felf, to ridicule or to cenfure the common 
practices of mankind; and thofe who have 
no prefent temptation to break the rules of 
propriety, may applaud his judgment, and 
join in his merriment; but let the Author or 
his Readers mingle with common life, they 
will find themfelyes irrefiftibly born away by 
the ftream of cuftom, and mud fubmit, afttri; 
they have laughed at others, to give others the. 
fame opportunity of laughing at them. 

" There is no paper publifhed by the 

Idler which I have read with more approbati- 

H 5 on 
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en than that which cenfures the pra&ce of 
recording vulgar Marriages in the News-pa- 
pers. I carried it about in my pocket, and 
read it to all thofe whom I fufpe&ed of having: 
publifhed their Nuptials, or of being incline* 
to publifh them, and fent tranfcripts of it to 
all the couples that tranfgrefled your precept* 
for the riext fortnight. I hoped that they 
were all vexed, and pleafed myfelf with ima- 
gining their mifery. 

" But fhort is the triumph of malignity. 
I was married laft week to Mifs Mohair the 
daughter of a Salefman, and at my firft ap- 
pearance after the wedding night, was afked 
by my Wife's Mother, whether I had fent 
our marriage to the Advertijer f I endeavour- 
ed to (hew how unfit it was to demand the 
attention of the Publick to our domeftick af- 
fairs ; but flic told me, with great vehemence, 
" That (he would not have it thought to be 
" a ftolen match j that the blood of the Mo- 
c< hairs fliould never be difgraced ; that her 
«« Hufband had ferved all the Pariih Office* 
u but one j that (he -had lived five and thirty 
" years at the fame houfe, had paid every 
« body twenty {hillings in the pound, and 

" would 
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ct would have me know, tho' fhe was not as 
u fine and as flaunting as Mrs* Ginghum the 
w Deputy's Wife, flie was not aftiamed to teJF 
* her name, and would flaew her face with 
« the heft of them, and fince I had married 
" her Daughter—" At this inftant entered 
my Father in Law, a grave man* fr Qni whom 
1 expeded fuccour ; but upon hearing the cafe- 
he told me, " That it would be very iaipru- 
« dent to mifs fuch an opportunity of adver- 
" tifing my fliop j and that when notice was- 
" given of ray marriage, many of my Wife's 
" friends would think themfelve* obliged to 
<* bevmy Customers." I was fubdued by cla- 
. mour on one fide, arid gravity en the other* 
and ftrali be obliged to. tell the town* that 
tbret days tf£*,.Timothy Mufliroom* an emi- 
nent Oilman in Sea-Coal Lane* «*** married 
to Mifs Polly Mohair if Lothbury, a beautir* 
fid young Lady with a large firtune. 

. lamj.Shy&c?* 

« Sue, 

~ T AM the unfortunate Wife of the Oh>- 

- cer whole letter you publiflied about terr 

weeks ago, in which he complains, like a 

ferry fellow, that I loiter in the {hop with my 

H 6, needle** 
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needle-work in my hand, and that I oblige 
him to take ftie out on Sundays, and keep a 
Girl to look after the Child. Sweet Mr. 
Idler , if you did but know all, you would give 
no encouragement to fuch an unreafonable 
grumbler. I brought him three hundred 
pounds, which fet him up in a fhop, and 
bought in a ftock on vfrhich with good ma- 
nagement we might live comfortably, but 
now I have given him a fhop, I am forced to 
watch him and the {hop too. I will tell you, 
Mr. Idler, how it is. There is an Alehoufe 
'over the way with a Niriepin Alley, to which 
he is fure to run when I turn my back, and 
there lofes his money, for he plays at nine- 
pins as he docs every thing elfe. While he 
is at this favourite (port, he fets a dirty Boy 
to watch his door, and call him to his cuftom- 
ers, but he is long in coming* and fo rude 
when he comes, that our cuftom falls off e- 
very day. 

" Those who cannot govern themfelves 
muft be governed. I have refohred to^keep 
Jiim for the future behind his counter, and 
let him bounce at his cuftomers if he dares. 
1 cannot be. above flairs and below at the fame 

time, 
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time, and have therefore taken a girl to look 
after the Child and drefs the dinner \ and,, 
after all, pray who is to blame ? 

" On a Sunday^ it is true, I make hfm 
walk abroad, and (bmetimes carry the child ; 
I wonder who fhould carry it ! but I never 
take him out till after church time, nor would 
do it then, but that if he is let alone, he will 
be upon the bed. On a Sunday^ if he ftays 
at home, he has fix meals, and when he can 
eat no longer, has twenty ftratagems to efcape 
from me to the Alehoufe; but I commonly 
keep the door locked, til) Monday produces 
jbmething for him to do. 

" This is the true ftate of the cafe, and 
thefe are the provocations for which he has 
written his letter to you. I hope you will 
write a paper to (hew, that if a Wife muft 
fpend her whole time in watching her Huf- 
band, {he cannot conveniently tend her child, 
or fit at her needle. I am, Sir, &c." 

"Sir, 
« '-pHERE is in this town a fpecies of 
oppreffion which the law has not hi- 
therto prevented or redreffed* 

«Iam 
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" I am a Chairman, You know, Sir, we 
come when we are called, and ere cxpe&ecF 
to carry all who require our affiftance, It is 
common for men of the moft unweHdy cor- 
pulence to croud themfelves into a chair, an<f 
demand to be carried for a ihilling as ftr as 
an airy young Lady whom we fcarcely feel 
upon our poles.. Surely we ought to be paid 
like all other mortals in proportion to our la- 
bour.. Engines fhould be fixed in proper 
-places to weigh chairs a&they weigh waggons y 
and thofe whom cafe and plenty have made 
unable to carry themfelves, ihould give pait 
ef thek fuperitakies to thofe who carry them*. 
Iam,Sir,*fc* 
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n Or ID L E R. 
Sir, 
u TRave often oMcrved, that friends ar* 
loft by difcontimiance of intercourfe 
-without any offence on either part, and have 
long known that it is more dangerous to be 
forgotten thanto be blamed ^ I therefore make 
hafte to fend you the reft of my ftory, left by 
the delay of another fortnight, the name of 
Bttty Brotm might he no longer remember- 
ed by you or your readers* 

« Having left the laft place in brite to a- 
void the charge or the fufpicion of theft, I had 
not fecured another fervice, and was forced to 
take a lodging in a back ftreet* I had now 
got good cloaths. The woman who lived in 
the garret oppofiie to mine was very officious* 
and offered to take care of my room and clean 

it, 



y Google 



i6o The Idle k. **° *$ 

it, while I went round to my acquaintance to 
enquire for a Miftrefs* I knew not why &e> 
was fo kind, nor how I could recompenfe 
her, but in a few days I milled fothe of my 
linen, went to another lodging, and refolved* 
not to have another friend in the next garret 

"In fix weeks I became Under-maid at 
the houfe of a Mercer, in Cornhilly whofe foft 
was his apprentice* The young Gentleman 
ufed to fit late at the tavern, without tfie 
knowkge of his father, and I was ordered by 
my miftre6 to let him m filently, to his bed 
under the counter, and to be very careful to 
take away his candle. The hours which 1 1 
was. obliged to watch, whilft the reft' of the 
family was in bed, I confidered as fuperaume- 
rary, and having no bufinefc affigned for them, 
thought myfelf at liberty, to fpend them my 
own way : I kept myfelf awake with a book,: 
and forfome time liked my ftate the betterfor 
this opportunity of reading. At laft, the Up^ 
per-maid found my book and fliewed it to my 
Miftrefs, who told me, that wenches like 
me might fpend their time. better; thatflie 
never kne\^ any of the readers that had good 
defigns in their heack y that fhe could always 

find 
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find fomething elfe to do with her time, than 
to puzzle over books ; and did not like that 
fuch a fine Lady fbould fit up for her young 
Matter. 

" This was the firft time that I found it 
thought criminal or dangerous to know how 
to read. I was difmiffed decently, left I 
Should tell tales, and had a.fmall gratuity a- 
bove my wages. 

•" I then lived with a Gentlewoman of a 
fmall fortune. This was the only happy part 
of my life; my Miftrefs, for whom publick 
diverfions were too expenfive, fpent her time 
with books, and was pleafed to find a maid 
who could partake her amufements. I rofe 
early in the morning, that J might have time 
in the afternoon to read or liften, and was 
fuffered to tell my opinion, or exprefs my de- 
light. Thus fifteen months ftole away, in 
which I did not repine that I was born to fer- 
vitude. But a burning fever feized my Mif- 
trefe, of whom I (hall fay no more than that 
her fcrvant wept upon her grave, 

«<Ihad 
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" I HAD lived in a kind of luxury, which 
made me very unfit for another place ; and 
was rather too delicate for the converfation of 
a kitchen ; fo that when I was hired in the 
family of an Eaft India Dire&or, my beha- 
viour was fo different, as they {aid, from that 
of a common fervant, that they concluded me 
a Gentlewoman in diiguife, and turned me 
out in three weeks, on fufpicion of fome de» 
fign which they could not comprehend. 

€C I then fled for refuge to the other end of 
the town, where I hoped to find no obftru&ion 
from my new accomplifhments, and was hi- 
fed under the houfe-keeper in a fptendid fa- 
mily. Here I was too wife for the maids, 
and too nice for the footmen ; yet I might 
have lived on without much uneafinefs, had 
*m my Miftrers, the Houfekeeoer* who nfeft 
to employ me in buying neceftaries for the 
family, found a bill which I had made of one 
day's expences. I fuppofe it did not quite ar 
gree with her own book, for (he fiercely de- 
clared her refolution, that there ftxould be no 
pen and ink in that kitchen but her own. 

«« Shi 
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" She had die juftice, or the prudence, 
not to injure my reputation ; and I was ea- 
fily admitted into another houfe in the neigh- 
bourhood, where my bufinefs was to fweep 
the rooms and make the beds. Here I was, 
for fome time, the favourite of Mrs. Simper y 
my Lady's woman, who could not bear the 
vulgar girls, and was happy in the attendance 
of a young woman of fome education. Mrs. 
Simper loved a novel, tho' flie could not read 
hard words, and therefore when her Lady was 
abroad, we always laid hold on her books* At 
laft, my abilities became fo much celebrated, 
that the houfe-fteward ufed to employ me in 
keeping his accounts, Mrs. Simper &en found 
o«t that my faucinefs was grown to fach a 
feeigkt that «o body could endure it, and told 
my Lady, that there never had been * room 

well fwept, fmce Betty BroHn c3»*t mffi th* 

houfe* 

*« IwASthenhiredl>yaconfumptiveLady, 
who wanted a maid that could read and write* 
I attended her four years, and tho' (he was ne- 
ter pleafcd, yet when I declared my refoluti- 
on to leave her, (he burft into tears, and told 
^ me that I muft bear the peeviflmefs of a fick- 

bed* 
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bed, and I fhould find myfelf remembered in 
her will. I complied, and a codicil was add- 
ed in my favour; but in lefs than a week, 
when I fet her gruel before her, I laid the 
fpoon on the left fide, and fhe threw her 
will into the fire. In two days fhe made an- 
other, which fhe burnt in the fame manner 
becaufe fhe could not eat her chicken. A 

• third was made and deftroyed, becaufe fhe 
' heard a moufe within the wainfcot, and was 

fure that I fhould fuffer her to be carried away 
alive. After this I was for fome time out of 
4 favour, but as her illnefs grew upon her, re- 
fentment and fullennefs gave way to -kinder 
' fentiments. She died and left- me five hun- 
" dred pounds ; with this fortune I am going to 
. fettle in my native parifh, where I refolve to 

• fpend fome hours every day, in teaching poor 
girls to read and write. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 
Betty Broom* 
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N Q 30. Saturday, November 11. 



r T , HE defires of man ehcreafe with his ac- 
■*" quifitions ; every ftep which he advan~ : 
£es brings fomething within his view, which 
he did not fee before, and which, as foon as 
he fees it, he begins to want. Where necef- 
fity ends Curiofity begins, and no fooner are 
we fupplied with every thing that nature can 
demand, than we fit down to contrive artifi- 
cial appetites. 

* By this reftlefihefs of mind, every populous 
arid wealthy city is filled with innumerable 
employments, for which the greater part of 
mankind is without a name; with artificers 
whofe labour is exerted in producing . fuch 
petty conveniences, that many fhops are 
furnifhed with inftruments, of which the ufe 
can Hardly be found without enquiry, but 
which he that once knows them, quickly 
learns to number among neceffary things. 

: Such 
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Such is the diligence, with which, in coun- 
tries completely civilized, one part of man- 
kind labours for another, that wants are fup- 
plied fafter- than they can be formed, and the 
idle and luxurious find life ftagnate, for want 
of fome defire to keep it in motion. This 
jfpecies of diftrefs furniflies a new fet of occu- 
pations, and multitudes are bufied, from day 
to day, in finding t^e rich and the fortunate 
fcmfithinttado. 

It is very common to rqwoach thofe artifil 
as ufelefs, who produce only fuch fuperflui* 
ties as neither accommodate the body nor 
improve the mind ; and of which no other 
effect can be imagined, than that they are 
the occafion&offgendiflg money, aadconfum* 
ingtime. 

But this cenfure will be mitigated, when 
it is ferioufly confi4ered, that money and time 
are the heavieft burthens of life, and that the 
unhappieft of all mortals are thofe who have 
more of either than they know how to ufe. 
To fet himfelf free from thefe incumbrances, 
one hurries to New-market i. another travel? 
over Europe i one pulls down his houfe and 

calls 
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calls archite&s about him ; another buys a feat 
in the country, and follows hfc hounds over 
hedges and through rivers ; one makes col- 
lections of fhells, and another fearcbcs thf 
world for tulips and carnations. 

He is furely a public benefactor who find* 
employment for thofe to whom it is thus diffi- 
cult to find it for themfelves. It is true that 
this is feldom done merely from generality or 
compaffion, almoft every man feeks his own 
advantage *n helping others, and therefore it 
h too gommpi* for mercenary officioulhefs, to 
confer rather what is grateful than what i* 
rigjit. 

We all know that it is. more profitable to 
be loved than efteemed, andminifters of plear 
fiire- will always be found, who ftudy tomato 
themfelves neceflary, and to fuppbtnt thofe who 
arc pra&ifing the fame arts. 

Ok* of the amufements of idlenefs is read- 
ing without the fetigue of clofe attention, 
and the world therefore fwarms with Writer* 
whofe wifli is not to be ftudied buj to b^ 
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. No fpecies of literary men has lately been 
fo much multiplied as the writers of news. 
Not many years ago the nation was content 
with one Gazette; but now we have not only 
in the metropolis papers for every morning 
and every evening, but almoft every largetown 
has its weekly hiftorian, who regularly circu- 
lates his periodical intelligence, and fills the 
villages of his diftricl: with conjectures on the 
events of war, and with debates on the true 
intereft of Europe. 

To write news in its perfection requires 
fiich a combination of qualities, that a man 
completely fitted for the talk is not always to 
be found. In Sir Henry Wottoris jocular de- 
finition, An Ambaffador is faid to be a man of 
virtue fent abroad to tell lies for the advantage 
of his country ; a News- writer is a man witfc 
out virtue, who writes lies at home for his own 
profit* To thefe compositions is required 
neither genius nor. knowledge, neither induf- 
try nor fprightlinefs, but contempt of fhame, 
and indifference to truth are abfolutely necef- 
fary . He who by a long familiarity with in- 
ferny has obtained thefe qualities, may confi- 
dently tell to-day what he intends to contra- 

did 
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di£t to-morrow 5 he may affirm fearlefsty what' 
he kn6ws that he fliall be obliged to recant, 
and may write letters from Amfterdam or 
Drefden to himfelf* 

In a time of war the nation is always of 
one mind, eager to hear fomething good of 
themfelves and ill of the enemy. At this time 
the taflc of News-writers is eafy, they hav* 
nothing to do but to tell that a battle is ex-* 
pe&ed, and afterwards that a battle has been 
fought, m which we and our friends, whether 
conquering or conquered, did all, and our 
enemies did nothing. 

Scarce arty thing awakens attention lik« 
a tale of cruelty. The Writer of news never 
fails in the interrmffion of acHqn to tell how 
the enemies murdered children and ravifhed 
virgins ; and if the fcene of action be fbrne-* 
what diitant, fcalps half the inhabitants of ft 
province* 

Among the calamities of War may be 

jaftly numbered the diminution of the love of 

truths by the falflioods which intereft di&atei- 

and credulity encourages, . A Peace will e- 

I qually 
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qually leave theWarriour and Relator of Wars 
deftitute of employment; and I know not 
whether more is to be dreaded from ftreets 
filled with Soldiers accuftomed to plunder, or 
from garrets filled with Scribblers accuftomed 
to lie. 



N° 3 1 . Saturday, November 1 8 . 



A/TANY Tnoralifts, have remarked, that 
Pride has of all human vices the wideft 
dominion, appears in the greateft multiplicity 
oH forms, and lies hid under the greateft varie- 
ty of difguifes ; of difguifes, which, like the 
moon's veil of brigbtnefs^ are both its luftre 
end itjjhade 9 and betray it to others, tho' they 
hide jit from ourfelves. 

It is not my intention to degrade Pride 
from this pre-eminence of mifchief, yet I 
know not whether Idlenefs may not maintain 
a very doubtful and obftinate competition. 

Therk 
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There are fomc that profefs Idlenefe in its 
foil dignity, who call themfclves the Idle, as 
Btt/iris in the play calls him/elf the Proud ; 
Who boaft that they do nothing, and thank 
their ftars that they have nothing to do ; who 
fleep every night till they can fleep no longer, 
and rife only that exercife may enable them 
to fleep again; who prolong the reign of 
darknefs by double curtains, and never fee the 
fan but to tell him bow they bate his beams ; 
whofe whole labour is to vary the poftures of 
indulgence, and whofe day differs from' their 
night but as a couch or chair differs "from a 
bed. 

These are the true and open votaries of 
Idlenefs, for whom fhe weaves the garlands of 
poppies, and into whofe cup .fhe pours the 
waters of oblivion ; who exift in a ftate of 
unruffled ftupidity, forgetting and forgotten * 
who have long ceafed to live, and at whofe 
death the furvivors can only fay, that they 
Jhave ceafed to breathe. 

But Idlenefs predominates in nvny live* 

where it is not fufp^&ed, for being a vic« 

which terminates in itfelf, it may be enjoyed 

I a without 
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without injury to others, and is therefore not 
watched like Fraud, which endangers pro- 
perty, or like Pride which naturally feeks its 
gratifications in another's inferiority. Idle- 
nefs is a filent and peaceful quality, that nei- 
ther raifes envy by oftentation, nor hatred by 
oppofition ; and therefore no body is bufy to 
cenfure or detect it. 

As Pride fometimes is hid under humility, 
Idlenefs is often covered by turbulence and 
hurry., He that negledts his known duty and 
real employment, naturally endeavours to 
croud his mind with fomething that may bar 
out the remembrance of his own folly, and 
does any thing but what he ought to do wfth 
eager diligence, that he may keep himfelf in 
his own favour. 

Some are always in a ftate of preparation, 
occupied in previous meafures, forming plans, 
accumulating , materials, and providing for 
the main affair. Thefe are certainly under 
the fecret power of Idlenefs. Nothing is to 
be expected from the workman whofe tools 
are for ever to be fought. I was once -told 
by a great mafter, that no man ever excelled 

in 
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in painting, who was eminently curious about , 
pencils and colours. 

There are others to whom Idlenefs dic- 
tates another expedient, by which life may be 
pafled unprofitably away without the tediouf- 
nefs of many vacant hours. The art is, to 
fill the day with petty bufinefs, to have always 
fomething in hand which may raife curiofity, 
but not folicitucfe, and keep the mind in a 
ftate of a&ion, but not of labour. 

This art has for many years been pra<SHfed 
by my old friend Sober + with wonderful fuc- 
eels. Sober is a man of ftrong defires and 
. quick imagination, fo exa£tty ballanced by 
the love of eafe, that they can feldom ftinau- 
late him to any difficult undertaking -, they 
have, however, fo much power, that they will 
not fuffer him to Jie quite at reft, and though 
they do not make him fufficiently ufeful to 
others, they make him at leaft weary of 
himfelf. 

Mr, Saber's chief pleafure is converfation ; 

there is no end of his talk or his attention > 

to fpeak or to hear is equally pleafing \ for 

I 3 h« 
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he ftill fancies that he is teaching or learning 
(bmething, and is free for the time from his 
pwn reproaches. 

But there is one time at night when he 
muft go home, that his friends may fleep ; 
and another time in the morning, when all the 
world agrees to fhut out interruption. Thefe 
are the moments of which poor Sober trem- 
bles at the thought. But the mifery of thefe 
tirefome intervals, he has many means of al- 
leviating. He has perfuaded himfelf that the 
manual arts are undefervedly overlooked j he 
has obferved in many trades the efFe&s of 
clofe thought, and juft ratiocination. From 
Speculation he proceeded to pra&ice, and Sup- 
plied himfelf with the tools of a carpenter, 
with which he mended his coal-box very fuc- 
cefsfully, and which he ftill continues to em- 
ploy, -as he finds occafion. 

He has attempted at other times the crafts 
of the Shoe-maker, Tinman, Plumber, and 
Potter ; in all thefe arts he has failed, and r*- 
folves to qualify himfelf for them by better 
information. But his daily amufement is 
Chemiftry. He has a fmall furnace, which 

he 
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he employs in diftillatiqn, and which has long 
been the folace of his life. He draws oils 
,and waters, and eflences and fpirits, which 
he knows to be of no ufe ; fits and counts 
the drops as they come from his retort, and 
forgets that, while a drop is falling, a mo- 
lfrent flies away* 

Poor Sober / I have often teaz'd him with 
reproof, and he has often promifed reforma- 
tion ; for no man is fo much open to convic- 
tion as the Idler^ but there is none on whom 
it operates fo little. What' will be the effecT: 
of this paper I know not ; perhaps he will 
read it and laugh, and light the fire in hie 
furnace; but my hope is that he will quit 
Tiis trifles, and betake himfelf to rational and 
vfeful diligence. 
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A MONG the innumerable mortification^ 
that waylay human arrogance on every 
fide may well be reckoned our ignorance of 
the moft common obje&s and effe&s, a defedt 
of which we become more fenfible by every 
attempt to fupply it. Vulgar and inaftive 
minds confound familiarity with know- 
ledge, and conceive themfelves informed of 
the whole nature of things when they are 
fhewn their form or told their ufe j but tft 
Speculatift, who is not $ ontent with fuperfi- 
cial views, harraffes himfelf with fruitlefs cu- 
riofity, and ftill as he enquires more perceives 
•nly that he knows lefs. 

6leep is a ftate in which a great part \>t 
every life is pafled. No animal has been yet 
difcovered, whofe exiftence is not varied with 
intervals of infenfibility * and fome late Philo- 

fophers 
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. fophers have extended the Empire of Sleep 
•over the vegetable world,. 

Yet of this change fo frequent, fo great, (o 
general, and fo neceflary, no fearcher has yet 
• found either the efficient or (in4 caufe ; or 
cantell by what power the mind and body are 
thus chained down in irrefiftible ftupefa&ion ; 
or what benefits the animal receives from this 
alternate fiifpenfion of its aftive powers* 

Whatever may be the multiplicity or 
. contrariety of opinions upon this fubjeft, Na- 
ture has taken fufficient care that Theory 
fliall have little influence on Praftice. The 
moft diligent enquirer is not able long to* 
keep his eyes open ; the moft eager difputant 
will ,begin about midnight to defert his argu- 
ment, and once in four and twenty hours, 
the gay and the gloomy* the witty and the 
dull, the clamorous and the filent, the bufyr 
and the idle, are all overpowered by the gen- 
tle tyrant, and all lie down in the equality of 
Sleep* 

Philosophy hits often attempted to repreii 

infolcnce by averting that all conditions are 

I 5 - levelled! 
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levelled by Death; a pofition which, how- 
ever it may deject the happy, will feldom af- 
ford much comfort to the wretched. . It is far 
more pleating to confider that Sleep is equally 
a leveller with Death ; that the time is never 
at a great diftance, when the balm of reft (hall 
be effufed alike upon every head, when the 
diverfities of life fhall ftop their operation, and 
the high and the low fhall lie down together. 

It is fomewhere recorded of Alexander^ 
that in the pride of conquefts, and intoxica- 
tion of flattery, he declared that he only per- 
ceived himfelf to be a man by the neceffity of 
Sleep* Whether he conftdered Sleep as ne- 
ceffary to his mind or body it was indeed a 
fufficient evidence of human infirmity; the 
body which required fuch frequency of reno- 
vation gave but faint promifes of immortali- 
ty ; and the mind which, from time to time^ 
funk gladly into infenfibtlity, had made no 
very near approaches to the* felicity of the fu»* 
preme and felf-fufficieat Nature* * 

I know not what can tend more to feprefs 
all the* paffions that difturb the peace of the 
world, than the confederation that there is no 

height 
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height of happinefs or honour, from which 
man does not eagerly defcend to a (rate of un- 
confcious repofe ; t that the beft condition of 
life is fuch, that we contentedly quit its good 
to be difentangled from its evils ; that in a 
few hours fplendour fades before the eye, and 
pcaifeitfelf deadens in the ear; the fenfes with* 
draw from their obje&s, and reafon favours 
the retreat. 

What then are the hopes and profpe&s of 
covetoufnefs, ambition and rapacity ? Let him 
that defires moft have all his defires gratified, 
he never mail, attain a ftate, which he can, for 
a day and a night, contemplate with fatisfac- 
tion, or from which, if he had the power of 
perpetual vigilance, he. would not long for pe- 
riodical feparations* 

All envy would be extinguifhed if it were 
univerfatly known that there are -none to .be 
envied, and furely none can be much envied 
who are not pleafed with themfelves. There 
is reafon to fufpeft that the diftin&ions of. 
mankind have more mew tb.an value, when, 
it is found that all agree to be weary alike of 
I 6 flea- 
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fdeafures and of cares, that the powerful and 
the weak, the celebrated and obfcure, join in 
one common wi{h, and implore from Nature's 
hand the ne&ar of oblivion. 

Such is our defire of abftra&ion from our- 
ftlves, that very few are fatisfied with die 
quantity of ftupefa£Hon which the needs of 
the body force upon the mind. Alexan&tr 
himfelf added intemperance to deep, and folaced 
with the fumes of wine the- fovereignty of 
the world. And almoft every man has fome 
art, by wfcich he fteals his thoughts, away 
from his prefent ftate. 

It is not much of life that is fpent in clofe 
attention to any important duty. Many 
hours of every day are fuffered to fly away, 
without any traces left upon the intellects. 
Wefuffer phantoms to rife up before us, and 
amufe ourfelves with the dance of airy ima- 
ges, which after a time we difmifs^ for ever* 
and know not how we have been bulled. 

Many have no happier moments than thofe 
that they pafs in folitude, abandoned to their 
•tarn imagination, which fometimes puts 

fceptres 
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fceptres in their hands or mitres oh their 
heads, fhifts the fcene of pleafure with endlefs. 
variety, bids all the forms of beauty fparkle be- 
fore them, and gluts them with every change: 
of vifionary luxury* 

It is* eafy in thefe femi-flumbers to collect 
all the poffibilities of happinefs, to alter the 
courfe of the Sun, to bring back the paft,. 
an4 anticipate the future, to unite all the 
beauties of all feafons, and all the bleffings of 
all climates, to receive and beitow felicity* 
and forget that mifery is the lot of man. All 
this is a voluntary dream, a temporary receffior* 
from 'the realities of life to airy fi&ions^ 
and habitual fubje&ion of reafon to fancy. 

Others are afraid to be alone, and amufe- 
themfelves by a perpetual fucceffion of com- 
. panions, but the difference is not great, in, 
folitude we have our dreams to ourfelves, and 
in company we agree to dream in concert*. 
The end fought in both is forgetfulnefs o£ 
ourfelves. 
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N° 33. Saturday, December 2. 



[I hope the' Author of the following letter will 
excufe the omiffion of fome parts, and allow 
jne to remark, that the Journal of the Citizen 
in the Spefiator has almoft precluded the at* 
tempt of any future Writer.]. 

■ ' " ' Non ita Romult 



Prafcrtptum, &f intunft Catonh 

Aufpicihy veterumque norma. Hor. 

Sir, 

^y O U have often foKcited Correlpondence. 
I here fend you the Journal rf a Senior 
FillaWy or Genuine Idler, juft transmitted, 
from Cambridge by a facetious Cbrrefponc'ent, 
and warranted to have been tranfcribed from 
the Common- place book of tha Journalifl. 

Monday ^ Nine o'clock. Turned off my Bed- 
maker for waking me at eight. Weather 
rainy. Confulted my weather-glafs* No 
hopes of a ride before dinner.. 

D'itU % 
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Ditto, Ten. After breakfaft, tranfcribed half 
a Sermon from Dr. Hickman. N. B. Never 
to tranfcribe any more from Calamy ; Mrs. 
Pik'ocks, at my Curacy, having one volume of 
that author lying in her parlour window, 

Ditto, Eleven. Went down into my cellar. 
Mem. My Mountain will be fit to drink in a 
month's time, N. B. To remove the five- 
year-old Port into the new bin on the left 
hand. 

Ditto, Twelve. Mended a pen. Looked 
at my weather glafs again. Quickfilver very 
low. Shaved. Barber's hand (hakes. 

Ditto, One. Dined alone in my room on a 
foal. N. B. The flmmp-fauce not fo good 
as Mr. H. of Peterhoufe and I ufed to eat in 
London laft winter at the Mitre in Fleet-JIreeU 
Sate down to a pint of Madeira. Mr. //. 
furprized me over it. We finifhed two bot- 
tles of Port together, and were very chearful. 
Mem. To dine with Mr. H. at Peterhoufe, 
Hext Wednefday. One of the difhes a leg of 
pork and peafe by my defire* 

Ditto^ 
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Ditto) Six* News -paper in the common- 
room. 

Ditto, Seven. Returned to my room. 
Made a tiff of warm punch* and to bed before 
nine; did not fall afleep till ten, a young 
Fellow-commoner being very noify over my 
head. 

Tuefday* Nine. Rofe fqueamifh. A fine 
morning. Weather-glafs Yery high. 

Ditto* Ten. Ordered my horfe, and rode to 
the five miles ftone on the New Market Road. 
Appetite gets better. A pack of hounds, in 
full cry, crofled the road, and ftartled my 
horfe. 

Ditto* Twehe. Dreft. Found a letter on 
my table to be in London the 19th inft. Be- 
fpoke a new wig. 

Ditto^ One^ At dinner in the halL Toa 
much, water in the foup. . Dr. Dry always 
orders the beef to be falted too much for me. 

Ditto* Two. Ifi the common-room. Dr. 
Dry gave us an inflance of a Gentleman who 

kept 



y Google 



N°^3- Wf Idler. 185 

kept the gout out of his ftomach by drinking 
old Madeira. Converfation chiefly on the 
Expeditions. Company broke up at four. 
Dr. Dry and myfelf played at Back Gammon 
for a brace of Snipes, Won. 

Ditto* Five. At the Coffee-houfe. Met 
Mr. H. there. Could not get a fight of the 
.Monitor* 

Ditto, Seven* Returned home, and ftirred 
my fire. Went to the Common-room, and 
fupped on the fnipes with Dr. Dry. 

Ditto, Eijtht. Began the evening in the 
Common-room. Dr. Dry told feveral ftories. 
Were very merry. Our new Fellow, that 
ftudies phyfic, very talkative toward twelve. 
Pretends he will bring the youngeft Mifs — - 
to drink tea with me foon.. Impertinent 
blockhead ! 

Wediufday, Nine. Alarmed with a pain in 
. my ancle. J^. The gout ? Fear I can't dine 
at Peterboufe ; but I hope a ride will fet all 
to rights. Weather-glafs below fair. 
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Ditto, Ten. Mounted my horfe, though the 
weather fufpiciotis. Pain in my ancle entirely 
gone. Catched in a fhower coming back. 
Convinced that my weather-glafs is the beft 
in Cambridge* 

Ditto, Twelve. Dreft. Sauntered up to th* 
FiJhmongers-HilL Met Mr. H. and went 
with him to Peterhoufe. Cook made us wait 
thirty fix minutes beyond the time. The 
company fome of my Etnanual friends. For 
dinner a pair of foals, a leg of pork and peafe, 
among other things. Mem. Peafe-pudding 
not boiled enough. Cook reprimanded and 
fconced in my prefence. 

Ditto, after dinner. Pain in my ancle re- 
turns. Dull all the afternoon. Rallied for 
being no company. Mr. H's account of the 
accommodations on the road in his Bath 
journey. 

Ditto, Six. Got into fpirite. Never was 
more chatty. Wafat late at Whift. Mr. H. 
and felf agreed at parting to take a gentle 
ride, and dine at the old houfe on the Lcnd$n 
road to-morrowv 

Tburfdaji 
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tturfday. Nine. My Sempftrefs. She has 
loft the meafure of my wrift. Forced to be 
meafured again* The baggage has got a 
trick of fmiling, 

JDfY/*, Ten to Eleven. Made fome rappee- 
fnuff. Read the magazines. Received a pre- 
fent of pickles from Mifs Pilcocks. Mem. To 
fend in return fome collared eel, which I know 
l>oth the old Lady and Mifs are fond of. 

Ditto, Eleven. Glafs very high* Mounted 
at the gate with Mr. H. Horfe fkittifli, and 
wants exercife. Arrive at the-old houfe. All 
. N the provifions befpoke by fome rakilh Fellow- 
Commoner in the next room, who had been 
on a fcheme to Newmarket. Could get no- 
thing but mutton chops, off the worft end. 
Port very new. Agree to try fome other 
houfe to-morrow. — — 

Here the Journal breaks off: For the next 
morning, as my friend informs me, our genial 
Academic was waked with a fevere fit of the 
gout ; and, at prefent, enjoys all the dignity 
of that difeafe. But I believe wc have loft 
nothing by this interruption : Since, a conti- 

■ ' nuation 
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nuation of the remainder of the Journal, thro' 
the remainder of the week, would moft pro- 
. bably have exhibited nothing mote, than a 
repeated relation of the fame circumftances 
of Idling and Luxury. 

I hope it will not be concluded, from this 
fpecimen of Academic Life, that I have at- 
tempted to decry our Univerfities. If Litera- 
ture is not the eflential requifite of the modern 
Academic, I am yet perfuaded, that Cam- 
brige and Oxford, however degenerated, fur- 
pafs the fafhionable Academies of our metro- 
polis, and the- Gymnafia of foreign countries. 
The number of learned perfons in thefe cele- 
brated feats, is ftill considerable, and more 
conveniences and opportunities 'for ftudy ftill 
fubfift in them, than in any />ther place. 
There is at leaft one very powerful incentive 
to Learning; I mean the Genius of the phut. 
'Tis is a fort of infpiring Deity which every 
youth of quick fenfihility and ingenious dif- 
pofition creates to himfelf, by refie&ing, that 
he is placed under, thofe venerable walls, 
where a Hooker and a Hammond, a Bat 
con and a Newton, once purfued the feme 
courfe of fcience, and from whence they fear- 
ed 
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ed to the moft elevated heights, of Literary 
Fame. This is that incitement, which, Tully, 
according to his own teftimony, experienced 
at Athens^ when he contemplated the porticos 
where Socrates fate, and the Laurel-Groves 
where Plato difputed. But there are other 
circumftances, and of the higheft importance, 
which render our Colleges fuperior to all o- 
ther places of Education. Their Inftitutions, 
although fomewhat fallen from their primae- 
val fimplicity, are fu h as influence, in a par- 
ticular manner, the moral conduct of their 
youth; and in this general depravity of man- 
ners and laxity of principles, pure Religion is 
no where more ftrongly inculcated. The A- 
cademies^ as they are prefumptuoufly ftiled, are 
too low to be mentioned ; and foreign Semi- 
naries are likely to prejudice the unwary 
mind with Calvinifm. But Engliflj Univer- 
flties render their Students virtuous, at leaft 
by excluding all opportunities of Vice ; and 
by teaching them the principles of the Church 
of England^ confirm them in thofe of true 
Chriftianity. 
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N° 34. Saturday, December 9. 



*THO illuftrate one thing by its refemblance 
to another has been always the moft po* 
pular and efficacious art of inftru&ion. 
There is indeed no other method of teaching 
that of which any one is ignorant but by 
means of fomething already known ; and a 
mind fo enlarged by contemplation and en- 
quiry, that it has always many obje&s within 
its view, will feldom belongwithout fome near 
and familiar image thro' which any eafy tran- 
fition may be made to truths more diftant 
and obfcure. 

Of the parallels which have been drawn 
by Wit and Curiofity, fome are literal and 
real, as between Poetry and Painting, two 
arts which purfue the fame end, by the ope- 
, ration of the fame mental faculties, and which 
differ only as the one reprefents .things by 
marks permanent and natural, the other by 

figns 
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figns accidental and arbitrary,. The one there- 
fore is mpre eafily and generally underftood, 
fince fimilitude of form is immediately per- 
ceived, the other is capable of conveying 
more ideas, for men have thought and fpoken 
of many things which they do not fee. 

' Other parallels are fortuitous and fanci^- 
ful, yet thefe have fometimes been extended 
to many particulars of refemblance by a lucky 
concurrence of diligence and chance. The 
animal body is compofed of many members, 
united under the direction of one mind ; any , 
number of individuals connected for feme 
common purpofe, is therefore called a body. 
From this participation of the fame appellati- 
on arofe the comparifon of the body natural 
and body politick, of which, how far foevcr it 
has been deduced^ no end has hitherto .been 
found. 

In thefe imaginary fimilitudes, the fame 
word is ufed at once in its primitive and me- 
taphorical fenfe. Thus health, afcribed to 
the body natural, is oppofed to ficknefs \ but 
attributed to the body politick ftands as con- 
trary to adverfity, Thefe parallels therefore 
' have 
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have more of genius but lefs of truth j they 
often pleafe, but they never convince. 

Of this kind is a curious fpeculation fre- 
quently indulged by a Philofopher of my ac- 
quaintance, who had difcovered that the qua- 
lities requifite to converfation are very exa&ly 
reprefented by a bowl of punch. 

Punch, fays this profound inveftigator, is 
a liquor compounded of fpirit and acid juices, 
fugar and water. The fpirit volatile and 
fiery, is the proper emblem of vivacity and 
wit, the acidity of the lemon will very aptly' 
figure pungency of raillery, and acrimony of 
cenfure ; fugar is the natural reprefentative of 
lufcious adulation and gentle complaifance ; ' 
and water is the proper hieroglyphick of eafy 
prattle, innocent and taflelefs. • 

Spirit alone is too powerful for ufe. It 
will produce madnefs rather than merriment ; 
and inftead of quenching thirft will inflame 
the blood. Thus wit too copioufly poured 
out agitates the hearer with emotions rather 
violent than pleafing ; every one fhrinks from 
the force of its oppreffion, the company fits 

in tranced 
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entranced and overpowered i all ate aftoniihcd* 
but nobody is pleafed* 

The acid jukes give this genial liquor all 
its power of ftimulating the palate. Con~ 
variation would become dull and vapid, if 
negligence were not fometimes roufed, and 
fluggiflinefs quickened, by due feverity of re* 
prehenfion. " But acids unmixt will diftort 
the face and torture the palate; and he that has 
no other qualities than penetration and a(pe~ 
rity, he whofe qonftant employment is detec- 
tion and cenfure,.whd looks only to find Faults* 
and fpeaks only to puniih them* will foon be 
dreaded, hated, and avoided. 

The tafte of fugar is generally pleafing* 
but it cannot long^be eaten by itfelf. Thu* 
meeknefs and courtefy will always recom- 
mend the firft addrefs, but foon pall and nau~ 
feate, unlefs they are aflbciated with more 
fpritely qualities. The chief ufe of fugar is 
to temper the tafte of other fubftances, and 
foftnefs of behaviour in the fame manner 
mitigates the roughnefs of contradiftion, and 
■rilays the bitternefs of unwelcome truth. 

K Wate*. 
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< Water is the uhiverfal vehicle by which 
are conveyed the particles neceffary to fuf- 
tenance and growth, by which thirft is 
quenched, and all the wants of life and na- 
ture are fupplied. Thus all the biifinefs of 
the world is tranfa&ed by artlefs and eafy 
talk, neither fublimed by fancy, nor difcou- 
loured by affectation, without either the harft- 
nefe of fatire, or the lufcioufnefs of flattery. 
By this limpid vein of language curiofity is 
gratified, and all the knowledge is conveyed 
Which one man is required to impart for the 
fafety or convenience of another. Water is 
the only ingredient of punch which can be 
ufed alone, and with which man is content 
till fancy has framed an artificial want. Thus 
while we only defxre to have our ignorance 
informed we are moft delighted with the 
plaineft diftion ; and it is only in the moments 
of idlenefe or pride, that we call for the gra- 
tifications of wit or flattery. 

He only will pleafe long, who, by temper- 
ing the acid of fatire with the fugar of civility, 
and allaying the heat of wit with the frigidity 
of humble chat, can make the true punch of 
converfation ;> and as that punch can be drank 

is 
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in the greateft quantity which has die largeil 
proportion of water, fo that companion will 
be ofteneft welcome, whofe talk flows out 
with inoffenfive copioufnefs, and unenvied 
infipidity. I am, &c. 
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to the I D L E R. 

* 

Mr. Idler, 
TF it be difficult to perfuade the Idle to be 
* bufy, it is likewife, as experience hat 
taught me, not eafy to convince the Bufy that 
it is better to be idle. When you fhall defpair of 
ftimulating fluggifhnefs to motion, I hope you 
will turn your thoughts towards the means of 
iHHing the buttle of pernicious a&ivity. 

I am the unfortunate hufband of a Buj$r 

$f Bargains. My wife has fomewhere heard, 

that a good houfewife nevtr has^ny thing to 

furchoft when it is wanttd. This maxim it 

K 2 often 
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often in her mouth, and always in her head. 
She is not one of thofe philofopftifcal talkers 
that fpeculate without pra&ice, and learn fen- 
tences of wifdom only to repeat them 5 flic is 
always making additions to her fibres ; file 
never looks into a Broker's fhop, but fhe fpies 
fomething that may be wanted fome time ; 
and it is impoffible to make her pafs the door 
of a. houfe where {he hears Goads filling by 
Juftion. 

Whatever fhe thinks cheap, flie holds 
it the duty of an ceconomift. to buy ; in 
confequence of this maxim, .we, are incum- 
bered on every fide with ufelefs lumber.. The 
fervants can fcarcely creep to their beds thro* 
the chefts and boxes that furround them* 
TheCarpenter is employed once aweekinbuil- 
dingclofets, fixing cupboards, and fattening 
fhelves, Und my houfe has the appearance of 
a fhip ftored for a voyage to the Colonies. 

T-hab often obferved . that .adyertifements 
fet her on fire, and therefor?, pretending for- 
mulate her laudable frugality, I forbad the 
jiews-paper to be taken any loriger 3 but my 
precaution is vain \ I know not by what fa- 
tality, 

Digitized by LjOOQlC 
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tality, or by what confederacy) every catalogue 

of Genuine Furniture comes to her hand, e- 

very advertifement of a Warehoufe newly 

opened is in her pocket-book, and (he knows 

before any of, her neighbours* when the ftoqk 

of any man leaving iff trade is to hefaldtbeap 

Jor rsady mdney. 

» 
Such intelligence, is to my Dearone the . 

. Siren's fang. No engagement, no duly, rjo 
intefeft can withold her from a Sale, from 
which fhe always returns congratulating her- 
felf upon her dexterity at a Bargain $ the Por- . 
ter lays down bis burden in the hall, flic dis- 
plays her new acquifitions, and fpends the 
reft of the day in contriving where they (ball 
be put. 

As fhe cannot bear to have any thing 
uncomplete, one purchafe neceffitates ano- 
ther ; (he has twenty feather-beds more than 
{he can ufe, and a late Sale has fupplied 
. her with a proportionable number of Whitney . 
blankets, a large roll ?f linnen for fheets, 
and five quilts for every bed, wliteh fhe 
bought becauff the feller told her, that if fhe 
K j . would 
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would clear bis hands he would let her have 
a Bargain. 

Thus by hourly encroachments my habi- 
tation is made narrower and narrower ; the 
dmmg-room is fo crouded with tables that 
dinner fcarcdy can be ferved 5 the parlour is 
decorated with fo many piles of china, that I 
dare not ftep within the door; at every turn 
of the flairs I have a clock, and half the win- 
dows of die upper floors are darkened that 
Shelves may be fet before them. 

This, however, might be borne, if flic 
would gratify her own inclinations without 
oppofing mine. But I who am idle am luxu- 
rious, and (he condemns me to live upon felt 
provifion. She knows the lo(s of buying in 
fmall quantities, we have therefore whole 
hogs and quarters of oxen. Part of our meat 
; is tainted before it is eaten, and part is thrown 
away becaufe it is fpoifcd \ but (he perfifts in 
her fyftem, and will never buy any thing by 
fingle penny worths. 

The common vice of thofe who are ftill 
grafpirig at more, is to negleft that which 

they 
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they already poflefs; but from this failing 
my Charmer is free. It is the great care of her 
life that the pieces of beef fliould be boiled in 
the order in which they are bought $ that the 
Jecorid bag of peafe (hall not be opened till thfe 
firft are eaten j that every feather-bed iball 
be lain on in its turn * that the carpets (hould 
be taken out of the chefts once a month atid 
bruftied, and the rolls of linnenjopened no«r 
and ^then before the fire. She is .daily en- 
quiring after the beft traps for mice; and 
keeps the rooms always fcented by fumiga- 
tions to deftrpy the moths. She employs 
workmen, from time to time, to adjuflXix 
►clocks that never go, and clean five jacks that 
ruft in the garret i and a woman in the next 
*lley lives by fcouring the brafs and pew- 
ter, which are only laid up to tarnifh 
again. 

She is always imagining fome diflant thne 
in which fhe lhall ufe whatever fhe accumu- 
lates; {he has four fooking-glaiTes which fhe 
cannot hang up in her houfe, but which will 
be handfome in more lofty rooms ; and pays 
rent for the place of a vaft copper in fome 
K 4 warehouse, 
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warehouTe, becaufe when we live in the 
country we Jhall brew oujr own beer. 

Of this life I have long been weary, but 
inow not how to change it j all the married 
men whom I confute adrift me to have pati- 
ence; but feme old bachebra are of opinion, 
that fince (he loves Sales fo well, fhe fhould a 
Sale of her own, and I have, I think, refolved 
•to open her hoards, and advertHean Au&ion* 

I am, Sir, 

Your very humble Servant, 

PETIR PLENTY. 




N^jet 



• 



y Google 



,fJ* 36. t Tie Idler. '2or 



N Q 36. Saturday, December 23. 



HpHE great differences that difturb the 
**• peace of mankind, are not about ends 
but means. We have all the fame general . 
defires, but how thofe defires fliall be accom- 
plifhed will for ever be difputed. The ulti- 
mate purpofe of government is temporal, and 
that of religion is eternal happinefs. Hitherto 
we agree; but here we muft part, to try, ac- 
cording to the endlefs varieties of pailion and 
underftanding combined with Qne another* 
every poffible form of Government, and evexy 
* imaginable tenet of Religion*. j 

We are told by Cumberland, that Rc&itude 9 

.. applied to a6tion or contemplation^ is merely 

metaphorical v tad that as a right Kne def- 

cribes the Qiorteft paflage from point to poinfc. 

fo a right afiion effects a good defign by the 

*. feweft means 5 and fo likewife a right opinion 

♦ is that which conne<Sb diftant truths by the 

*• fliorteft train o£ intermediate propofttfonfr. J 

'JL S To 
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To find the ncareft way from truth to 
truth, or from purpofe to cffcft, not to ufe 
more ipftruments where fewer will be fuffici^ 
ent, not to move by wheels and levers what 
will give way to the naked hand, is the great 
proof of a healthful and vigorous mind, nei- 
ther feeble withhelpkfs ignorance, nor over- 
burdened with unweUdy knowledge. 

But there are men who (eem to think no- 
thing fo much the chara&eriftick of a genius* 
as to do common things in an uncommon 
manner; like Hudibras to tell the Clock tf 
Algebra* or like the Lady in Dr. Toung* 
Satires, /* drink Tia b^Jlratagm*. To quit 
the beaten track only becaufe it is known, 
and take a new path, however, crooked or 
rough, becaufe the ftrait was found out 
before. 

Every manfpeaks and write* with intent 
to be understood* and it cap feldom happen 
but he that underftands himfelf might convey 
his notions to another, \t y content to be un- 
derftood, he did not leek to be admired ; but 
when once he begins to contrive . how his 
jfentimento may be received, not with moft 

eafe 



y Google 



N Q 36. <Tbe Idler. 203 

eafe to his reader, but with moft advantage to 
himfelf, he then transfers his confideratioA 
'from words to founds, from fentences to pe- 
riods, and as he grows more elegant become* 
lefs intelligible. 

It is diiEtult to enumerate every fpecies rf 
Authors whofe labours counteract themfelves- 
The man of exuberance and copioufnefs, who 
diffufes every thought thro' fo many diverfitfes 
of expreflion, that it is loflrlike water in a 
mift. The ponderous di&ator of fentences, 
"whofe notions are delivered in the lump, and 
are, like uncoined bullion, of more weight 
than ufe. The liberal illuftrator, who (hews 
by examples and comparifons what was clearly 
feea when it was firft propofed ; and the ftately 
'fon of demonftration, who proves with mar 
thematical formality what no man has yet 
pretended to doubt. 

* There is a mode of ftyTe for which I know 
not that the Mafters of Oratory have yet 
found a name, a ftyle by which the moft evi- 
dent truths are fo obfeured that they can nq. 
longer be perceived, and the moft familiar pro- 
pofitions fo difguifed that tfcey cannot be 
K 6 knowa 
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)uiown. Every other kind of eloquence is 
the dreft of fenfe, but this is the maflfe by 
Which a true Matter of his art will fo effec- 
tually conceal it, that a man will as eafijy 
miftake his own portions if he meets them 
thus transformed, as he may pais in a maf~ 
guerade his neareft acquaintance* 

This ftyle may be called the terrificl, for 
its chief intention is to terrify and amaze; ft 
may be termed the repul/wtj for its natural 
efie& is to drive away the reader; or it may 
be diftinguUhed, in p}zm Englijh, by die deno- 
mination of the bughearjtyky for it has more 
terror than danger, and will appear lefs for~ 
jnidable, as it is more nearly approached, 

. A mother tellsher infant, that tuw and two 
jnakefour, the child remembers the proposi- 
tion, and is able to count four to all the pur- 
pofes of life, till the courfe of his education 
brings him among philofophers, who fright 
him from his former knowledge, by telling 
him that four is a certain aggregate of unites ; 
that all numbers being only the repetition of 
.an unite, which, though not a number it- 
/elf, is the parent, root, or original of all 

number, 
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, number, 'jfinr ia the denomination affigaed to 
a certain number pf fucb repetitions, The 

.only danger is, left, when, he firft hears thefe 

-dreadful founds, the pupil fhouldrun away; 

..if he has but the courage to ftay till the con-* 
clufion, he will find that, when fpeculation h?* 
done its worft, two and two (till make four. 

- r 

An illufhious example of this fpecies of 

eloquence, may be found in Letter* concerning 

Mini. The Author begins by declaring, that 

.the forts of things are things that new are y 

have been, ard Jhall be y and the things that 

fhi&ly are. In this pofition, except the 

laft claufe, in which he ufes fomethingof the 

fcholaftick language, there is nothing but 

what every man has heard and imagines him- 

felf to know. But who would not believe 

that fome wonderful novelty is prefented to 

. : his intellect, when he is afterwards told, in 

. the true bugbear ftyle, that the Ares, in the for* 

merfenfe, are things that lie between the Have- 

; beens and JShall-bes.* The Have-beens are 

things that are pafl ; the Shall-bes are things 

that are U come ; and the things that ARE, in 

• the latter fenfe, are things that have, not been % 

norfadlbc, norjiandin tbenvdft of fuck fi* 
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are before them or /hall be after them. Tie 
thing* that have been* andjball he, have reffetl 
to prefcnt, pq/f 9 <and future. Thefe Ttkrwife 
that now ARE have moreover place j that* far 
infianccy which h here, that which is to the 
Eaft, that which it to the Weft*. 

All this, my dear reader, is very {{range s 
but though it ble ftrange, it is not new ; furvey 
thefe wonderful fentences again, and they wHI 
be found to. contain nothing more than very 
plain truths, which till this Author arofe had 
always been delivered in plain, language* 



N° 37* Saturday y December 30* 



1 npKOSE who are fleilled in the extraaioa 
■* and preparation of metals, declare, that 

• iron is every where to be found j and that not 
only its proper ore is copioufly treafured in the 

• caverns, of the earth, but that its particles are; 
diiperfed throughout all. other, bodies. 

If the extent of the human view could! 
comprehend the whole frame of the univerfe,, 

Ibe- 
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1 believe it would be found invariably tru*> 
that Providence has given that in greateft 
plenty, which the condition of life makes 6f 
greateft ufe; and that nothing is penurioufly 
imparted or placed far from the reach of man, 
of which a more liberal diftribution, or more 
eafy acquifrtion would increafe real* and ra- 
tional felicity. ' 

Inofc is common, and gold is rare* Iron 
contributes fo much to Aipply the wants of 
- nature, that its ufe conftkutes much of die 
difference between iavage and polifhed life,, 
between the ftate of him that flumbers h* 
Evroptanpdfocesy and him that Iheltera him* 
fclf in the cavities of a rock from the chilnefs 
of the night, or the violence of the ftbrnu 
Gold can never be hardened' into faws or 
axes ; it can neither furnkh inftrUments of 
manufiufture, utenfife of agriculture, nor wed- 
pons of defence 5 its only quality is to fhine* 
and the value o£ its luftre arifes frorn^ its. 
fcarcfry* 

THAOtroROU^ the whbfe' circle* both of* 
natural and moral life,, neeeflaries are as Irdn* 
and fiiperflukies as Geld* What we really 

Med 
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aced we may readily obtain; fo readily, thwt 
far die greater part of mankind has* in the 

.waotoAfieftof abundajicc^coofeunded natural 
with artificial dcfresi and invented neceffities. 
for the fek* of efapbyipent, becaufe the mind 
U impatient of ifta&ioo,, and life is fuftainqd 

.y?ith fo Wttle labour, that the tedioulnefc pf 
idle time cannot otherwife be fupported. 

Tnv$ plenty *$ the original caufe of many 
of our needs, and even the poverty which is 
• fo frequent and diftrtfcfol in civilised nations, 
. proceeds often from that change of manners 
. which opulence Juts produced* Nature makes 
m poor only when we. want neceflarics, but 
>cuftom gives the name of poverty to die want 
of fuperfluiries. 

When Socrates paffed throagji (hops of 
toys and ornaments, be cried out, How many 
things or* here which I do net need. And the 
fame exclamation may every man make who 
furveys the common accommodation* of life* 

Superfluity and difficulty hegm toge- 
ther. To drefe food for the ftomach is eafy, 
Ac art is to irritate the folate when^tbeito- 

mach 
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mach is fufficed. A rude hand may build 
walls, form nx>&, and lay floors, and provide 
all that warmth and fecurity require j we 
only call the nicer artificers to carve the cor- 
nice, or to paint the cielings. Such drefe as 
may enable the body to endure the different 
4eafons the moft unenlightened nations have 
been able to procure, but the work of fcienee 
begins in the ambition of diftin&ian, in varia- 
tions of fkfhion, and emulation of elegance* 
Corn grow? with eafy culture, the Gatdinec's 
experiments are only employed to exalt the 
flavours of fruits and brighten the colours of 
flowers* 

Even of knowledge, thofe parts are moft 

eafy* which are generally neceftary. The 

intercoufe of fociety is maintained without the 

; elegancies of language* .Figures* critkifms, 

• and refinements are the work of thofe whom 
, idlenefe makes weary of theafdves. The 

commerce of the world is carried on.by eafy 
methods of computation. Subtiky and ftudy 

• are required only when queftions are invented 

• merely to puzzle, and calculations are ex tend* 
ed to fhew the ikill of the calculator. The 

: light of the Sun is -equally beneficial to him, 

whofe 
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whofe eyes tell him that it moves, and to him- 
whofe reafon perfuatfes him that it ftands ftill. 
And plants grow with the fame luxuriance, 
whether we fuppofe earth or waterthe parent 
©f vegetation. 

If we raife our thoughts to nobler enquiries, 
we (hall ftHl find facility concurring with ufe- 
fulnefe. No man needs ftay to be virtuous 
till the moralifts have determined the eflence 
of virtue; our duty is made apparent by its 
proximateconfequencesjtho'thegeneralandul- 
timate reafonfhould never be difcovercd. Reli- 
gion may regulate the life of him to whom the 
, Scotifts and Thomifts are alike unknown, and the 
aflerters of fate and free-will, however different 
in their talk, agree to aft in the fame manner. 

It is not my intention to depreciate the 
politer arts or abftrufer ftudies. That curio- 
iky which always fucceeds eafe and plenty, 
was undoubtedly given us as a .proof of capa- 
city which our prefent ftate is not able to fill, 
as a preparative for fome better mode of ez- 
iftence, which fhall furnifh employment for 
the whole foul, and where pleafure. fhall be 
adequate to pur powers of fruition- In the 
< << mean 
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mean time let us gratefully acknowledge that 
goodnefs which grants us eafe at a cheap rate, 
which changes the feafons where the nature of 
heat and cold has not been yet examined, and 
gives the viciffitudes of day and night to thofe 
who never marked the tropicks, or num- 
bered the conftellations. 



N° 38. Saturday, January 6. 



OINCE the publication of the letter, con- 
cerning the condition of thofe who are 
confined in Gaols by their Creditors, an en- 
quiry is faid to have been made, by which it 
appears that more than * twenty thoufand are 
at this time prifoners for debt. 

Wj often look with indifference on the 
fucceffive parts of that* which, if the whole 
"" were feen together, would fliaiie us with emo- 
tion. A Debtor is dragged to priibn, pitied 
for a moment, and then forgotten } another 

• This number was at that time confidently pub- 
lished, but the authpur has fince found rcafon to 
'.quftftion the calculation. 

follows 
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follows him, and is loft alike in the caverns 
of ohfiyfon 5 but when the whole mafs of 
calamity rtfes ttp at otice, when twenty thou - 
fai>4 reafenaMe Beings are heard all groaning 
in unneoeffiuy-mifery, not by the i n firm ity of 
nature, but the miftake or negligence of po* 
licy, who can forbear to pity and lament, to 
Wonder and abhor. 

There is here no need of declamatory ve- 
hemence j we live in an age of Commerce and 
Computation ; let us therefore coolly enqupe 
what is the fum of evil which the imprifon- 
went of Debtors brings upon our country. 

It feems to be rite opinion of the later com- 
putifts, that the inhabitants of England io not 
exceed fix millions, of which twenty thoufand 
is the three-hundredth part. What (hall we 
fay* of the humanity or the wifflom of a na- 
tion, that voluntarily facrifices brie in every 
three hundred to lingering defrru&ion \ 

The misfortunes of an individual do not 
"extend their influence to many* yet, if we 
confider the efie&l of confanguiriity and 
friendfliijv and the general reciprocation 
of wants and benefits, which make one 
man dear or neceflary to another, it may rea- 
v . !. 1 fonalSy 
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ibnably he £uf pofed, that every man knguUh* 
ing in ptifon. gives trouble of feme kind to two 
otters who love or need him. By this mul* 
^iglicatioA o£ mifery wefee diftrefe extended 
to the huadcsdth pa*t of the whole fociety. 

If we eftimate at a (hilling a day what fs 
loft 'by* the jnafifon and confumqd in the. tup* 
rport of each man thus chained down, to invo- 
luntary icHenefe, the publick lofs mil rife, in 
-one year to three hundred; thousand pounds* 
in ten years'to more than a fixth part of owr 
circulating coiik 

I am afraid that tfcofe who act heft- ac- 
quainted with the ftate of our prifons, will 
qonfeis that my conje&ure is too near the 
truth, wbenlfiippofe that the carrofion. of 
.refentment, theheaviaefsJofforraw, the. cor- 
ruption of confined aiit, the waj>t of exerciff , 
and fometimes of food, the contagion of dif- 
'eafes from 'which there is no retreat, and the 
Severity of tyrarjts againft whom there can be 
no refiftance, and ail the complicated horrors 
6f a prifdn >r put an end every year to the life 
* of one in four of thofe that are fliut up from 
the common comforts of human life. 

Thus 
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Thus perilh yearly five thoufand men, over-- 
borne with forrow, confumed by famine, or 
putrified by filth j many of them in the moft 
vigorous and ufeful part t>f life ; for the 
thoughtlefs and imprudent are commonly 
young) and the active and bufy are fcldotn 
eld. 

According to the rule generally received, 
which iuppofes that one in thirty dies yearly, 
the race of man may be faid to be renewed at 
the end of thirty years. Who would have be* 
JKeved till now, that of every Engtijb genera- 
tion an hundred and fifty thoufand periih in 
our gaols ! That in every century, a nation 
eminent for fcience, ftudious of commerce, 
ambitious of empire, fbould willingly lofe, in 
noifome dungeons, five hundred thoufand of 
.its' inhabitants : A number greater than has 
ever been deftroyed in the fame time by the 
•PefHIence and Sword! 

A very late occurrence may fhew us the 
value of the number which we thus condemn 
to be u/elefs j in the re-eftablifhment of the 
Trained Bands, twenty thoufand are confider- 
cd as a force fufficient againft all exigencies : 

While, 
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While, therefore, we detain twenty thoufand 
io prifon, we (hut up in darknefe and ufeleff- 
nefs two thirds of an army which ourielves 
judge equal to the defence of our country. 

The monaftick institutions have been often 
blamed, as tending to retard the increafe of 
mankind. And perhaps retirement ought rare- 
ly to be permitted, except to thofe whofe em- 
ployment is confiftent with abftraclion, and 
who, tho' folitary, will not be idle ; to thofe 
whom infirmity makes ufelefs to the common- 
wealth, or to thofe who have paid their due pro- 
portion to Society, and who, having lived for 
others, may be honourably difmifled to live for 
themfelves. But whatever be the evil or the fol- 
ly of thefe retreats, thofe have no right to cen- 
fiire them whofe prifons contain greater num- 
bers than die Monafteries of other countries. 
It is, furdy, lefe foolifb and lefs criminal to 
permit ina&ien than compel it * to comply 
with doubtful opinions of happinefs, than 
condemn to certain and apparent mifery ; to 
indulge the extravagancies of erroneous piety, 
than to multiply and enforce temptations to 
wkkednefe* 

Thi 
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' The mifery of gaols is not half their evil j 
they are filled with every corruption whicfc 
poverty and wickednefs can generate between 
them j with all the fhamelefs and profligate 
enormities thaj can be producedby the impu- 
tknce of ignominy, the rage of want, and the 
malignity of defpair. In a prifon the awe of 
the publick eye is loft, and the power of the 
lav is fpent ; there are few fears, there are no 
blufhes. The lewd inflame the lewd, the 
audacious harden the audacious. Every one 
fortifies himfelf as he can againft his own fen- 
Ability, endeavours to praftife on others the 
arts which are pra&ifed on himfelf ; and gains 
the kindnefe of his aflbciates by fimilitude of 
manners* 

Thus fome fink aroidft their mifery, and 
others furvive only to propagate villainy. It 
may be hoped that our Lawgivers will at 
length takeaway from ud this power of ftarving 
and depraving one another : But, if there be 
Any reafon why this inveterate evil Ihould not 
be removed in our age, which true policy has 
enlightened beyond any former time, let 
thofe, whofe writings form the opinions and 
th&prafticesof theircontemporaries, endeavour 

to 
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to transfer the reproach of fuch imprifonment 
from the Debtor to the Creditor, till univer- 
fal infamy fhaU purfue the wretch, whole 
wantonnefs of power, or revenge of difap- 
pointment, condemns another to torture and 
to ruin; till he (hall be hunted through the 
world as an enemy to man, and find in riches 
no fhelter from contempt. - 

Surely, he whofe Debtor has perifhed in 
prifon, though he may acquit himfelf of deli- 
berate murder, muft at leaft have rns mind 
clouded with difcontent, when he confider* 
howmuchanotherhasfuffered from him; when, 
he thinks on the wife bewailing her hulbandi 
or the children begging the bread which their 
father .would have earned. If there are any 
made fo obdurate by avarice or cruelty, as to 
revolve thefe confequences without clread or 
pity, I muft leave them to be awakened by 
f ome other power, for I write only to human 
Beings. 
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ft & IDLER. 

Sir, 
A S none look more diligently about them 
^^ than thofe who have nothing to do, or 
who do nothing, I fuppofe it has net efcaped 
yburobfervation,thattheBracelet, an ornament 
6f great antiquity, has been for fome years re- 
vived among the Englijb Ladies, 

The genius of our nation is faid, I know 
not for what reafon, to appear rather in im- 
provement than invention- The Bracelet was 
known in the earlieft ages ; but it was formerly 
only a hoop of gold, or a clufter of jewels, and 
fhewed nothing but the wealth or vanity of the 
wearer, till dur Ladies, by carrying Pi&ures 
on their wrifts, made their ornaments works 
of fancy and exercifes of judgment. 

This addition of art to luxury is one of the 
innumerable proof? that might be given of the 

late 
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late increafeof female erudition ; and I have 
often congratulated myfidf that my life has 
happened at a time when thofe, on whom fo 
much of human felicity depends, have learned 
to think as well as fpeak, and when refpeft 
takes pofieffion of the car, while love is en- 
tering at the eye* 

I have obferved, that, even by the fuffrages 
of their own fex, thofe Ladies are accounted 
wifeft, who do not yet difdain to be taught ; 
and therefore I fliall offer a few hints for the 
completion of the Bracelet, without any dread 
©f the fate Of Orpheus* 

To the Ladies who wear the Piflures of 
their hufbands or children, or any other near 
relations, I can offer nothing more decent or 
. more proper. It is reafonable to believe that 
flie intends at leaft to perform her duty, who 
carries a perpetual excitement to recollection 
and caution, whofe own ornaments muff up- 
braid her with every failure, and who, by any 
open violation of her engagements, muft for 
ever forfeit her Bracelet. 

Yet I know not whether it is the intereft 

cf the hufband to follicit very earnefHy a place 

La on 
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on the Bracelet. If, his image be not in the 
heart, it is of fmall avail to hang it on the hand. 
A hufband encircled with diamonds and rubies 
may gain fome efteem, but will never excite 
love. He that' thinks himfelf moft fecure 
of his wife, fhould be fearful of perfecuting her 
continually with his prefence. The joy of life 
is variety ; the tendereft love requires to be re- 
kindled by intervals of abfence, and Fidelity 
herfelf will be wearied with transferring her 
eye only from the feme Man to the fame 
Piaure. 

In many countries the condition of every 
woman is known by her drefs. Marriage is 
rewarded with fome honourable diftindion 
which celibacy is forbidden to ufurp. Some 
fuch information a Bracelet might afford. The 
Ladies might enroll themfelves in diftind 
claffes, and carry in open view the emblems 
of their order. The Bracelet of the Authorefs 
may exhibit the Mufes in a Grove of Laurel ; 
the Houfewife may fhew Penelope with her 
Web ; the Votrefs of a (ingle life may carry 
Vrfula with her troop of Virgins ; the Game- 
fter may have Fortune with her Wheel j and 
tbofc Women that have no Cbarafter m all 

may 
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may difplay a Field of white Enamel, as im- 
ploring help to fill up the Vacuity. 

There is a fet of Ladies who have out-* 
lived mod animal pleafures, and having, no- 
thing rational to put in their place, folace with 
Cards the lofs of what Time has taken away, 
and the want of what Wifdom, having never 
been courted, has never given. For theje I 
know not how to provide a proper decoration. 
They cannot be numbered among the Game- 
fters, for though they are always at play they 
play for nothing, and never rife to the dignity 
of Hazard or the reputation of Skill. They 
neither love nor are loved, and cannot be fup- 
pofed to contemplate any human image with 
delight. Yet though they defpair to pleafe, 
they always wifh to be fine, and therefore 
cannot- be without a Bracelet. To this Si- 
fterhood I can recommend nothing more like- 
ly to pleafe them than the King of Clubs, a 
a perfonage very comely and majeftick, who 
will never meet their, eyes without reviving 
the thought of fome paft or future party, and 
who may be difplayed in the a& of dealing 
With grace and propriety. 

i 

L 3 But 
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But the Bracelet which might be moft ea~ 
fily introduced into general ufe is a fmall con* 
vex Mirror, in which the Lady may fee her- 
felf whenever (he fhall lift her hand. This 
Will be a perpetual fource of delight. Other 
ornaments are of ufe only in publick, but this 
will furnilh gratifications to folitude. This 
will {hew a face that muft always pleafe ; fhe 
who is followed by Admirers will carry about 
her a perpetual judication of die pubbck 
voice ; and fee who pafles without notice may 
appeal from prejudice to her own eyes. 

But I know not miiy the Privilege of the 
Bracelet flwild be confined to Women 5 it 
was in formes age$ worn by Heroes in battles 
and as modern Soldiers are always diftinguifo* 
cd by fplendour of drefc, I fhould rejoice t* 
ice the Bracelet added to the Cockade. 

In hope of this ornamental innovation, I 
have fpent fome thoughts upon military Brace- 
lets. There is no paffian more heroic than 
Love, and therefore I fhould be glad to fee the 
Sons of England marching in the field, every 
man with the Pi&ure of a Woman of Honour 
bound upon his hand. But fince in the Army, 
. . as 
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as every where elfe. there will always be Men 
who love nobody but themfelves, or whom no 
Woman of Honour will permit to love her, 
there is a neceffity of fome other diftin&ions 
and devices. 

I have read of a Prince who having loft £ 
town, ordered the name of it to be every 
morning fhouted in his ear till it fbould be re- 
covered. For the fame purpofe I think the 
profpeffc of Minorca might be properly worii 
on the hands of fome of our Generals: Others 
might delight their Countrymen, and dignify 
themfelves, with a View of Rochefori as it ap- 
peared to them at Sea : And thofe that (ball 
returh from the conqueft of America, may 
exhibit the Warehoufe of Frenttn*c 9 with an 
inscription denoting, that it was taken in lefs 
than three years by left than twenty thoufartd 
men* 

lam* Sir, &c. 

Tom Toy. 
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N° 40. Saturday, January 20. 

*THHE practice of appending tp the narra- 
tives of public tranfa&ions, more mi- 
nute and domeftic intelligence, and filling the 
News-papers with advertifements, has grown 
up by flow degrees to its prefent ftate. 

Genius is {hewn only by Invention. The 
man who firft took advantage of the general 
curiofity that was excited by a fiege or battle, 
to betray the Readers of News into the know- 
ledge of the flibp where the beft Puffs and 
Powder were to be foldj was undoubtedly a 
man of great fagacit'y, and profound (kill in 
the nature of Man. But when he had once 
{hewn the way, it was eafy to follow him ; 
and every man now knows a ready method 
of informing the Publick of all that he defires 
to buy or fell, whether his wares be material 
or intelle&ual ; whether he makes Cloaths, or 
teaches the Mathematics; whether he be a 
Tutor that wants a Pupil, or a Pupil that 
want6 a Tutor. 

What. 
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* Whatever is common is defpifed. Ad- * 
vertifements are now fo numerous that they 
are very negligently perufed, and it is there- 
fore become neceflary to gain attention by 
magnificence of promifes, and by eloquence 
fometrmes fublime and fometimes pathetic. 

Promise, large Promife, is the foul of an 
Advertifement. I remember a WaJb-baUti\2£ 
had a quality truly wonderful, it gave an ex- 
quifite edge to the razor. And there are now 
to be fold for ready money only, feme Duvets 
for bed-coverings^ ofdaiun^ beyond camparifonfu- 
perlor to what is called Otter D own > and indeed 
fuch, that its many excellencies cannot be here fet 
forth. With one excellence we are made ac- 
quainted, It is warmer than four or five blank- 
et s> and lighter than one* 

There are fbme, however, that know the 
prejudice of mankind in favour of modeft 
fmcerity. The Vender of the Beautifying 
Fluid fells a Lotion that repels pimples, 
waflies away freckles, fmodths the fkin, and 
plumps the flefli \ and yet, with a generous 
abhorrence of oftentation, confefles, that it 
will not rejiore the bloom of fifteen to a Lady 

'f'fifih - - 
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The true. pathos of Advertifements muft 
have funk deep into the heart of every mart 
that remembers die zeal {hewn by the Seller 
of the Anodyne Necklace, for the eafe and 
fafety of poor toothing infants, and the affec- 
tion with which he warned every mother,. 
thztjhe would never forgive herfelf if her in- 
fant fhould periih without a Necklace* 

I cannot but remark to the celebrated 
Author who gave, in his notifications of the 
Camel and Dromedary, fo many fpecimens 
of the genuine fublime, that there is'now ar- 
rived another fubjeft yet more worthy of h» 
pen. A famous Mohawk Indian Warrior ; wh* 
took Dieikaw the French General prifoner, dref- 
fed in the fame manner with the native Indian* 
when they go to war, with his face and body 
painted^ with his fcalping knife , Tom-ax, and 
all other implements of war: A fight worthy 
the curiofity of every true Briton ! This is a 
very powerful defcription ; but a Critic of 
great refinement would fay that it conveys ra- 
ther horror than terror. An Indian* drefied as 
he goes to war, may bring company together 5 
but if he carries the fcalping knife and torn ax, 
there are many true Britons that will never be 

perfuaded to fee him but through a grate. 

It 
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It has been remarked by the feverer judges, 
that the falutary farrow of tragick fcencs is 
too foon effaced by the merriment of the Epi- 
logue; the fame . inconvenience arifes from 
the improper difpofition of Advertifements. 
The nobleft object may be fo aflbciated as to 
be made ridiculous. The Camel and Drome- 
dary themfelves might have loft: much of their 
dignity between The true Flower of Mujlard 
and The Original Daffy $ Elixir j and I could 
. not but feel fome indignation when I found this 
JUuftrious Indian Warrior immediately fuc- 
ceeded by A f reft* Parcel of Dublin Butter. 

The trade of advertifing is now fo near to 
perfection, that it is not eafy to propofe any 
improvement. But as every art ought to be 
cxercifed in due fubordination to the publicjc 
good, I cannot but propofe it as a moral quef- 
tion to thefe matters of the publick ear, Whe- 
ther they do not fometimes play too wanton- 
ly with our paffions, as when the Regifter of 
Lottery Tickets invites us to his (hop* by ah, 
account of the prize which he fold laft year j 
and whether the advertising Controveftifts do 
not indulge afperity of language without any 
adequate provocation ; as in the difpute about 
* . L 6 ' &tra$t 
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Straps for Razor x, now happily fubfided, and 
in the altercation which at prefent fubfifts con- 
cerning Eau de Luce. 

In an Advertifement it is allowed to every 
man to fpeak well of himfelf, but I know not 
why he fliould aflume the privilege of cen- 
furing his neighbour. He may proclaim his 
own virtue or (kill, but ought not to exclude 
others from the fame pretenfions. 

Evbry man that advertifes his own excet- 
. lence, (houW write with fome confcioufnefs 
of a chara&er which dares to call the attention 
of the Publick. He (hould remember that 
his name is to (tand in the fame Paper with 
thofe of the King of PruJJia % and the Emperor 
of Germany, and endeavour to make himfelf 
worthy of (itch afibciation. 

Some regard is likewife to be paid to pos- 
terity. There are men of diligence andcuriofity 
who treafure up the Papers of the Day merely 
becaufe others negleft them, and in time they 
^yill be fcarce. When thefe collections (hall be 
read in another century, how will numberlefc 
contradi&ions be reconciled, and how (hall 
Fame be poffibly diftributed among the Tailors 
and Boddice-makers of the prefent age. 

Surely 
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Surely thefe things deferve consideration. 
It is enough for me to have hinted my defire 
that thefe abufes may be re&ified ; but fuch is 
the ftate of nature, that what all have the right 
of doing, many will attempt without fufficient 
care or due qualifications. 



N° 41. Saturday, January 27* 



*T*H E following Letter relates to an afflic- 
tion perhaps not neceffary to be impart- 
ed to the Publick> but I could not perfuade 
myfelf to fupprefe it, becaufe I think I know 
the fentiments to be fincere, and I feel no dif- 
pofition to provide for this day any other en- 
tertainment. 

At tu quifquis eris, tntferi qui cruda piet* 
Credideris fletu funera digna, tuo y 

Hac poftrema tiki Jit fiendi caufa^fluatque 
Lents inoffenfo vitaque manque gradu. 

Mr. Idler, 
^tf otwithstandinx* the warnings of fTi*- 
lofophers, and the daily examples of lofles 

and 
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and misfortune* which life forces upon our 
©bfervation, fuch is the ablbrption of our 
thoughts in the bufinefe of the prefent day* 
fuch the refignatioa of our reafon. to empty 
hopes of future felicity, or fuch our unwilling- 
nefs to forefee what we dread,, that every cala- 
mity comes fuddenly upon us, and not only 
prefles us as a burthen, but crufhes as a blow. 

There are evils which happen out of the 
conjmon courfe of nature., agaiaft which it is 
no reproach not to be provided. A flafh of 
lightning intercepts the traveller in his way. 
The concuffion of an earthquake heaps the 
ruins of cities upon their inhabitants. But 
other miferies time brings, though filently 
yet vifibly forward by its even lapfe, which 
yet approach us unfeen becaufe we turn our 
«yes away, ar*l feiae m unrefifted becaufe 
we could not arm ourfclves againft them, but 
by fetting them before us*. 

That it is vain to fhrink from what can* 
not be avoided, and to hide that from ©urfetves. 
which muft fome time be found, is a truth; 
which we all know, but which all ncgka, and 
perhaps none mors than the fgeculatjye reafo- 
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nex, whofe thoughts are always from home, 
whole eye wander* over life, whofe fancy dai*» 
ces after meteors of happinefs kindled" by kfeHy 
and who examines every thing rather than his; 
wn fiate. 

Nothing is more evident that* that the: 
decays of age muft terminate in death ; yet- 
there is no roan, feys Tttifyy. who does not be- 
lieve that he may yet live another year ; and* 
there is none who does not, upon the fame prin- 
ciple, hope another year for his parent or his: 
friend ; but the fallacy will be in time detect- 
ed j the hft year, the laft day muft come. I<? 
has* come and is paft. The life which made* 
my own life pleafant is at an end, and the- 
gates of death are (hut upoa my profpefts. 

The lofe of a friend upon whom the heajt 
waa fixed, to whom every wifli a**d*ndeavour 
tended, is a ftate of dreary deflation in whid* 
the mind looks abroad impatient of itfelf, and 
finds nothing but emptinefs and horror. The 
blamelefs life, the artlds tendernefs, the pious 
fimplicity, the modeft rcfigriation, the patient 
ficknefe, and the quiet death, are remembered 
only to add*vaiuc to the lofs, to aggravate re- 
gret 
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gret for what cannot be amended^ to deepen 
forrow for what cannot be recalled; « 

These are the calamities by which Provi- 
dence gradually difengages us fionx the love 
of life. Other evils fortitude may repel,, or 
hope may mitigate ; but irreparable privation 
leaves nothing to exercife refolution or flatter 
expectation. The dead cannot return, and 
nothing is left us here but languifliment and 
grief. 

Yet fuch is the courfe of nature, that 
whoever lives long mull outlive thofe whom 
he loves and honours. Such is the condition 
of our prefent exiftence, that life muft one 
timelofe its alTociations, and every inhabi- 
tant of the earth muft walk downward to the 
-grave alone and unregarded^ 'Without any 
partner of hxs joy or grief, without any inter- 
efted witnefs of his misfortunes or fuccefs. 

Misfortune, indeed, he may yet feel, 
for where is the bottom of the mifeiy of man? 
But what is fuccefs to him that has none to 
enjoy it. Happinefs is not found in felf-con- 
templation; it is perceived only when it is 
reflected from another. 

We 
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We know little of the . ftate of departed 
fouls, becaufe fuch knowledge is not neceflary 
to a good life. Reafon deferts us at the brink 
of the grave, and can give no further intelli- 
gence. Revelation is not wholly fdent. T/ure 
is joy in the Angels of Heaven over one Sinner 
that repenteth ; and furely this joy is not in- 
communicable to fouls difentangled from the 
body, and made like Angels. 

Let Hope therefore di&ate, what Revela- 
tion does not confute, that the union of fouls 
may ftill remain ; and that we who are ftrug- 
gling with fin, forrow, and infirmities, may 
have our part in the attention and kindnefs of 
thofe who have finifhed their courfe and are 
now receiving their reward. 

These are the great occafions which force 
the mind to take refuge in Religion : When 
we have no help in ourfelves, what can remain 
but that we look up to a higher and a greater 
Power ; and to what hope may we not raife 
our eyes and hearts, when we confider that 
the Greateft Power is the Best, 

Surely 
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Surely there is no man who, thus a£ 
fli&ed, does not feek fuccour in the Gofpely 
which has brought Life and Immortality t* 
light. The Precepts of Eficurm^ who teach* 
cs us to endure what the Laws of the Uni- 
verfe make neceflary, may ftlence but not 
content us. The didates of Zena> who eon*- 
mands us to look with indifference on exter- 
nal things, may difpofe us to conceal our for- 
row, but cannot affuage it. Real alleviation 
of the lofs of friends, and rational tranquillity 
in the profpeft of our own diiTolution, can be 
received only from the promifes of him is 
whofe hands are life and death, and from.the 
affurance of another and better ftate, in which 
all tears will be wiped from the eyes, and die 
whole foul (hall be filled with joy. Philosophy 
may infufe ftubbornnefs, but Religion only 
can give Patience. 

lam, &c% 
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nTHE fubjeft of the following Letter is no$ 
wholly unmentioned by the Rambler, 
The Spectator has alfo a Letter contain- 
ing a cafe not much different* I hope my 
Correfpondent's performance is more an effort 
of Genius, than effufion of the Paffions j an4 
that (he hath ra&er attempted to paint fome 
p oflible diftrefc, than really feels the *vil* 
which (tip ha* dsfcribed. 



T 1 



r«/^ IDLER, 

'HERE is a caufe of Mifery, which, thoT 
cert^nly known bqth to you and your 
predeceffatt) has been little taken notice of k* 
your Papers j I mean the (hares that the bad 
behaviour of Parent^ extends over Ae paths 
of life which their Children are to tread after 
them 5 and as I make no doubt but the Idler 
-holds the flueld for Virtue* a* well as the glafe 

for 
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for Folly, that he will employ his leifure 
hours as much to his own fatisfa£Hon in 
warning his Readers againft a danger, as in 
laughing them out of a fafhion : For this rea- 
fon I am tempted to afk admittance for my 
ftory in your Paper, tho' it has nothing to re- 
commend it but. truth, and the honeft wifli of 
warning others to fhun the track which I am 
afraid'may lead me at laft to ruin, 

I am the child of a rather, who having al- 
ways lived in one fpot in the country where he 
was born, and having had no genteel education 
himfelf, thought no qualifications in the world 
defirable but as they led up to fortune, and no 
learning neceflary ta happinefs but fuch as 
might moft effe&ually teach me. to make the 
beft market of myfelf : I was unfortunately 
born a Beauty, to a full fenfe of which my fa- 
ther took care to flatter me; and having, when 
very young, put me to a fchool in the country, 
afterwards tranfplanted me to another in town, 
•at the inftigation of his friends, where his ill- 
judged fondnefs let me remain no longer than 
to learn juft enough experience to convince 
me of the fordidnefs of his views, to give me 
an idea of perfections which my prefent fitua- 

tion 
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tion will never fuffer me. to reach, and to 
teach me fufficient morals to dare to defpife 
what is bad, tho' it be in a father. 

Thus equipped (as he thought completely) 
for life, I was carried back into the country, 
and lived with him and my Mother in a fmall 
village, within a few miles of the. county 
town ; where I mixed, at firft with reluftance^ 
among company which, tho* I never defpifed, 
I could not approve, as they were brought up 
t with dther inclinations, and narrower views 
than my own. My Father took great pains 
: to ihew me every where, both, at his own 
houfe,' and at fuch publick diverfions as the 
country afforded : He frequently told the peo- 
ple all he had was for his daughter 5 took care 
to repeat the civilities I had received from all 
his friends in London ; told how much I was 
'admired, and all his little ambition could fug- 
' geft to fet me in a ftronger light. 

Thus have I continued tricked out for fale, 

as I may call it, and doomed, by parental au- 

f thprity, to a flate little better than tha.t of 

. prpftitution : I look on myfelf as growing 

cheaper every hour, and am loling- all that 

bond): pride, that modeft confidence in which 

the 
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the virgin dignity confifts. Nor docs my 
misfortune ftop here : Tho* many would be 
too generous to impute the follies of a Father 
to a Child whofe heart has fet her above 
them v yet I am afraid the moft charitable of 
*hem will hardly think it poifible for me to be 
a daily fpe&atsefc of his vices without tacitly 
allowing them, and at laft confenting to 
them, as the eye of the frighted infant is, by 
degrees, reconciled to the darknefs, of which 
at firft it was afraid. It is a common opinion, 
he himfelf muft very well know, that vices, 
like difeafes, are often Hereditary 5 and that 
the property of the one is to infed the man- , 
ners, as the other poifons the iprings of life. 

Yet this, tho* bad, is not the worft ; . my 
father deceives himfelf the hopes of the very 
child he has brought into the worlcf ; he fuf- 
fers his houfe to be the feat of drunkennefs, 
riot, and irreligion 5 who feduces, almoft in 
my fight, the menial fervant, converfes with 
the proftitute, and corrupts the wife ! Thus 
I, who from my earlieft dawn of reafon was 
taught to think that at my approach every eye 
fparkled with pleafure, or was dejeded as con- 
fcious of fuperior charms, am excluded from 

fociety 
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fociety, thro* fear left I fhould partake, if not 
of my father's crimes, at Ieaft of his reproach. 
Is a parent, who is fo little follicitous for the 
welfare of a child, better than a pirate who 
turns a wretch a-drift in a boat at fea without 
a ftar to fteer by, or an anchor to hold it faft? 
Am I not to lay all my miferies at thofe doors 
which ought to have opened only for my pro- 
tection ? And if doomed to add at laft one 
more to the number of thofe wretches whom 
neither the world nor its law befriends, may 
I not juftly fay that I have been awed by a 
Parent into ruin ? But tho* a Parent's power 
is fcreened from infult and violation by the 
Very words of Heaven, yet furely no laws, di- 
vine ox human, forbid me to remove myfelf 
from the malignant {hade of a plant that 
poifons all around it, blafts the bloom cjf 
youth, checks its improvements, and makes 
all its flowrets fade : But to whom can the 
wretched, can the dependant fly ? For me to 
fly a Father's houfe is to be a Beggar : I have 
only one Comforter amidft my anxieties, a 
pious relation, who bids me appeal to Heaven 
for a witnefs to my juft intentions, fly as a 
deferted wretch to its prote&ion ; and, being 

aiked 
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alked who my Father is, point, like the ancient 
Philofopher, with my finger to the Heavens. 

The hope in which I write this, is, that 
you will give it a place in your Paper ; and 
as your Effays fornetimes find their way into 
the country, that my Father may read my 
ftory there ; and, if not for his own fake, yet 
for mine, fpare to perpetuate that worft of ca- 
lamities to me, the lofs of character, from 
which all his diflimulation has not been able 
to refcue himfelf. Tell the world, Sir, that 
it is poflible for Virtue to keep its throne un- 
shaken without any other guard than itfelf \ 
that it is poflible to maintain that purity of 
thought fo neceflary to the completion of hu- 
man excellence even in the midft of tempta- 
tions ; when they have no friend within, nor 
are afiifted by the voluntary indulgence of vi- 
cious thoughts. 

If the infertiort of a ftory like this does not 
break in on the plan of your paper, you haye 
it in your power to be a better friend than her 
Father, to 

P^HDITA. 
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N°43. Saturday, February 10. 



TTHE natural advantages which arife from 
the pofition of the Earth which we in- 
habit with refpe& to the other Planets, afford 
much employment to mathematical fpecula- 
tion, by which it has been difcovered, that no 
other conformation of the fyftem could have 
given fuch commodious distributions of light 
and heat, or imparted fertility and pleafure to 
fo great a part of a revolving fphere. 

It may be perhaps obferved by the Moralift, 
with equal reafon, that our globe faems par- 
ticularly fitted for the residence of a Being, 
placed here only for a fliort time, whofe tafk 
is to advance himfelf to a higher and happier 
flate of exiftence, by unremitted vigilance of 
caution, and activity of virtue. 

Thi duties required of man are fuch as hu- 
man nature does not willingly perform, and 
fuch as thofe are inclined to delay who yet in- 
tend fometime to fulfil them* It was thero- 
M for* 
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fore neceffary that this univerfal reluctance 
fliould be counteracted, and the drowfinefs of 
helitation wakened into refolve; that the 
danger of procraftinatibn fhould be always in 
view, and the fallacies of fecurity bfc hourly, 
dete&ed. 

To this end all the appearances of nature 
uniformly confpire. Whatever we fee on eve- . 
ry fide, reminds us of the lapfe of Time and 
tfce flux of Life, The day and night fucceed 
each other,, the rotation of feafons diverfifies 
the year, the fun rifes, attains the meridian, 
declines and fets j and the moon every night 
changes its form. 

The Day has been.confidercd as an image 
of the Year, and the Year as the reprefentation 
of Life. The Morning anfwers to the Spring, 
and the Spring to Childhood and Youth ; the 
Noon correfponds to .the Summer, and the 
Summer to the Strength of Manhood. TheE- 
vening is an emblem of Autumn, and Autumn ' 
of declining Life. The Night with its Silence 
and Daricnefs (hews the Winter, in which all 
the powers of Vegetation are benumbed j and 
the Winter points out the time when Life fhall 

ceafe, with its hopes and pleafures. 

Hk 
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He that is carried forward, however fwiftlv » 
by a motion equable and eafy, perceives not the 
change of place but by the variation of obje^sr. 
If the wheel of life, which rolls thus filsntly 
along, paffed on through undiftinguifhable uniu 
formity, we fhould never mark its approaches 
to the end of the courfe. If one hour werelike 
another ; if the paflage of the Sun did not mew 
that the day is wafting j if the change of fea^ 
fona did not imprefs upon us the flight of the 
year, quantities of duration equal to days and 
years would glide unobferved. If the parts 0/ 
trnie were not varieufly coloured, we mould 
never ducern their departure or fuc'ccflfon, but 
ihould live thoughtlefs of the paft, andcareleft 
of the future, without will, and perhaps with- 
out power to compute the periods of life, or 
to compare the time which is already foil with 
.that which may probably remain.. 

But the courfe of time is fo vinbly marked 
that it is even obferved by the birds of paflao e ; 
and by nations who have raifed their minds v-ry* 
httle above animal inftinft : there are hum n 
Demgs, whofe language does not amply thcm 
with- words by which they camridmbe r - five,. 
but£have read of none that have not name. 
tor Day and Night, for Summer and Winter. 
Ma y ET 
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Yet it is certain that thcfe admonitions of 
nature, however forcible, however importu- 
nate, are too often vain ; and that many who 
mark with fuch accuracy the courfe of time, 
appear to have little fenfibility of the decline, 
of life. Every man has fomething to do which 
he negle&s ; every man has faults to conquer 
which he delays to combat. 

So little do we accuftom ourfelves to coin 
fider the effe£te of time, that things neceflaiy 
and certain often furprize us like unexpeft- 
cd contingencies. We leave the Beauty in 
her bloom, and, after an abfence of twenty 
years, wonder, at our return, to find her fa- 
ded. We meet thofe whom we left Children, 
and can fcarcely perfuade ourfelves to treat 
them as men. The Traveller vifits in age 
thofe countries through which he rambled in 
bis youth, and hopes for merriment at the old 
place* The Man of Bufinefi, wearied with 
unfatisfa&ory profperity, retires to the town 
of his nativity, and expefls to play away the 
laft years with the companions of his child- 
hood, and recover youth in the fields where 
he once was young, 

From 
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From this inattention, fo general and fo 
mifchievous, let it be every man's ftudy to ex- 
empt-himfelf. Let htm that defires to fee o- 
tbers happy, make nafte to give while his gift 
can be enjoyed, and remember that every mo* 
ment of delay takes away fomething from the 
value of his benefa&ion. And let him who 
purpofes his own happinefs, reflect, that while 
he forms hi§ purpofe the day rolls on, and 
the night cometb when no man can work. 



N°44. Saturday f February 17. 



TWiTEMORY is, among the faculties of 
•^ the human mind, that of which we 
make the moft frequent ufe, or rather that of 
which the agency is incefiant or perpetual* 
Memory is the primary and fundamental pow- 
er, without which there could be no other 
intelle&ual operation. Judgment and Ratio- 
cination fuppofe fomething already known, 
and draw their decifions only from experience. 
Imagination fele£t$ ideas from the treafures of 
M 3 Remem- 
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Remembrance, and produces novelty only by 
varied combinations. We do not even form 
conje&ures of diftant, or anticipations of fu- 
ture events, but by concluding what is poffi- 
ble from what is paft. 

The two offices of Memory are Collection 
and Distribution 5 by one images are accumu- 
lated, and by the other produced for ufe. Col- 
lection is always the employment of our firft 
years, and Diftribution commonly that of our 
advanced age, 

: To colle£t and repofite the various forms of 
things, is far the moft pleafing part of men- 
tal occupation. We are naturally delighted 
with novelty, and there is a time when all that 
we fee is new. When firft we enter into the 
world, whitherfoever we turn our eyes, they 
meet Knowledge with Pleafure at her fide j 
every diverfity of Nature pours ideas in upon 
the foul ; neither fearch nor labour are necef- 
* fary $ we have nothing more to do than to o- 
pen our eyes, and -curiofity is gratified. 

Much of the pleafure which the firft furvey 
of the world affords, is exhausted before we 
die confcious of our own felicity, or able to 

compare 
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compare our condition with fome other poffi- 
ble ftatc. We have therefore few traces of the 
.joy of our earlieft difcoveries ; - yet we all re- 
• member a time when Nature had fo many 
untafted gratifications, that every excurfion 
gave delight which -can now be found no lon- 
ger, when the noife of a torrent, the ruftle of 
a wood,, the fong of birds, or the play of lambs, 
. had power to fill the attention, and fufpead 
all perception of the courfe of time. 

But thefe eafy pleafures are loon at an end ; 
we have feen in a very little time fo much, that 
we call out for new obje&s of obfervation, and 
endeavour to find variety in books and life. 
But ftudy is laborious, and not always fatisfac- 
tory j and Converfation has its pains as well as 
pleafures; we are willing to learn, but not wil- 
ling to be taught ; we are pained by ignorance, 
. but pained yet more by another's knowledge. 

From the vexation of pupillage men com- 
monly fet themfelves free about the middle of 
life, by (hutting up the avenues of intelligence, 
and refolving to reft in their prefent ftate; and 
they, whofe ardour of enquiry continues lon- 
ger, find themfelves infenfibly forfaken by their 
M 4 inftrudors. 
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inftru&ors. As every man advances in life,, 
the proportion between thole that are younger* 
and that are older than himfelf, is continu- 
ally changing ; and he that has lived half a 
century, finds few that do not require front 
him that information which he once expcfied 
from thofe that went before him. 

Then it is that the magazines of memory 
are. opened, and the ftores of accumulated 
knowledge are difplayed by vanity or benevo- 
lence, or in honeft commerce of mutual inter- 
eft. Every man wants others, and is therefore 
glad when he is wanted by them. And as few, 
men will endure the labour of intenfe medita- 
tion without neceffity, he that has learned e- 
nough for fyis profit or his honour, feldom en- 
deavours after further acquifitions. 

The pleafureof recollecting fpeculative no- 
tions would not be much lefs than that of 
gaining them, if they could be kept pure and 
unmingled with the paflages of life j but fuch 
is the necefiary concatenation of our thoughts, 
that good and evil are linked together, and no 
pleafure recurs but aflbciated with pain. Eve- 
ry revived idea reminds us of a time when 
ibmething was enjoyed that is now loft, when 

fome 
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feme hope wfcs yet not Wafted, when fome 
purpofe had yet nbt Ianguifhed into fluggiftr- 
ne& or indifference* 

Whether it bethat life has more vfeanrtions* 
than comforts, or, what is in the event juft the 
feme, that evil makes deeper impreffion than 
good, it is certain that few can review the time 
paft without heavinefs of heart. He remembers 
many calamities incurred by folly, many oppor- 
tunities loft by negligence. The (hades of ther 
dead rife up before him, and he laments the. 
companions of his youth, the partners of his 
amufements, the affiftants of his Iabouis,.whomi 
the hand of death has fnatched away. 

Whew an offer was made to Tbemijfocles of 
teaching him the art of Memory, he anfwered^ 
that he would rather wifh for the art of For- 
getfulnefs. He felt his imagination hauntedby 
phantoms of mifeiy which he was unablfe to 
fupprefi, and would gfctdfy have calbied' hisr 
thoughts with- fome oblivious antidote. In this 
we all referable one another ; the hero, and the- 
(age are, like vulgar mortals, overhurthened 1 
by the weight of life, all (hrink from recollec- 
tk>n ? and all wHh for an. art of ForgetfulaefL 
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N° 45. Saturday, February 24. 



SPHERE is in many minds a kind of va* 
nicy exerted to the difadvantage of them- 
selves j a defire to be praHed for fuperior a- 
Cutenefs, difcovered. only in the degradation 
of their fpecies, or cenfure of their coujitry. 

Defamation is fufficiently copious. The 
general lampooner of mankind may find long 
exercife for his zeal or wit in the Defe&s of 
Nature, the Vexations of Life, the FoIKes 
of Opinion,, and the Corruptions of Pra&fce* 
ButFi&ion is eafier thanDifcenunent; and 
moft of thefe Writers fpare themfelves the la*- 
bour of enquiry, and exhauft their virulence 
upon imaginary crimes, which, as they never 
exifted, can never be amended. 

That the Painters find no encouragement 

arilong the Englijb for any other works than 

Portraits, has been imputed to national felf- 

ifhnefs.* *'Tis vain, fays "the Satyrift, to fet 

. , ., befoj* 
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before any Englijhman the Scenes, of Land- 
scape, or the Heroes of Hiftory 5 Nature and 
Antiquity are nothing in his eye ; he has no 
value but for himfelf, nor defires any copy but 
of his own form. - : * - * 

Whoever is delighted with his own Pic- 
ture muft derive his pleafure from the plea- 
fure of another. Every man is always prefent 
to himfelf, and has* therefore, little need of 
his own refemblance ; nor can defire it, but 
For the fake of thofe whom he loves, and by 
whom he hopes to be remembred. This ufe- 
of the Art is a natural and reafonable confe- 
quence of afFe&ron, and though, like other 
human actions, it is often complicated with 
pride, yet even fuch pride is more laudable, 
than that by which Palaces are covered with 
Pictures, that, however excellent, neither im«< 
ply the owners virtue nor excite it.. 

Genius is chiefly exerted'in hiftorical pic- 
tures, and the art of the Painter of Portraits^ 
k often loft in the obfeurify of his fubjeft*. 
But it is in Painting as. in Life y what is great- 1 
*ft is not ajways'beft. I ft6uld grieve to fee* 
Rtjmlds transfer to Heroes and to Gadddfesy 
M 6, to. 
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to empty Splendor and to airy fi&ion, that 
art which is now employed in dLffufing friend w 
flup, in reviving tendernefs, in quickening the 
affefliona of the abfent, and continuing the 
prefence of the dead* 

Yet in a nation great and opulent there b 
room, and ought to be patronage, for an Art 
like that of Painting through all its dtver&ies ; 
and it is tobewifhed, that the reward now of- 
iered for an FEftorical PSfture, may excite an 
honeft emulation* and give beginning to an 
EngUJb. School. 

It is not very eafy to find an a&ibn or event 
that can be efficacioufly represented by a 
Painter** 

He muft have an a&ion net fiicceffive but 
inflantaneousi for the time of a Pifture is a 
fingle moment* For thia reafon, the death of 
Hercules cannot well be painted, tho' at the 
firft view it flatters the imagination with very 
glittering ideas. The gloomy mountain, over- 
hanging the fea and covered with trees* fome 
bending to die wind, and feme torn, from, 
their roots by the raging Hero $ the violence 
yith which he rends from his fhoulders th& 

invenomed 



y Google 



N°45- The Idler. 253 

invenomed garment ; the propriety with 
which his mufcuTar nakednefs may be difplay- 
ed; the death of Zt^jj whirled from the pro- 
montory; the gigantic prefence of Phikaetesi 
the blaze of the fatal pile, which the Deities 
feehold with grief and terror from the fley. 

All thefe images fill the mind, but will 
not compofe a Pi&ure, becaufe they cannot 
be united in a tingle moment* Hercules muft 
have rent his ftefh at one time, and toft 
Lycas into the air at another ; he muft firft 
tear up the trees, and then lye down upon the 
pile. 

The a&ion muft be circumftantial and 
diftind. There is a paflage in the Iliad which 
cannot be read without ftrong emotions. A 
Trojan Prince feizedi by AkhHlcs in the battle, 
fells at his feet, and in moving terms fuppli- 
cates for life. How can a wretch like thee* 
rays the haughty Greek* entreat to line* when 
thou knowejf that the' tim* muft com* when A- 
chillet it to Met This cannot be painted, be- 
caufe no peculiarity of attitude or difpo&iocv 
can fo fupply the place of language as to im- 
press the fentimenu 

Th* 
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The event painted muft be fuch as excites 
^affion, and different paffions in the feveral 
a&ors, or & tumult of contending paffions ia 
the chief, ' 

Rerhaps the difcovery of Uljtfes by his 
nurfe is of this kind. The furprize of the 
nurfe mingled with joy 5 that of Ul%ffis check- 
ed by prudence, and clouded by folicitude j 
and the diftin&nefs of the action, by which 
the (tar is found* all concur to complete the 
fabjeft. But the Pi&ure having only two 
figures will want variety* 

A much nobler aflemblage may be fiir- 
niflaed by the death of Epaminendas* The 
mixture of gladhefs and grief in the face of 
the jneffenger who brings his dying General 
an account of the vkftory > the various paiEon* 
of the attendants* the fublimity of compofure 
in the Hero, whilethe dart is by his own com* 
mand drawn from his fide, and the faint gleam, 
of fatisfa&ion that diffufes itfelf over the lan- 
guor of death, are worthy of that pencil which 
yet I do not wilh to. fee employed upon them.. 

If the defign were not too multifarious and 
exteniive, I fhould wifli that our Painters- 
would 
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would attempt the diffolution of the Parlia- 
ment by CromweU The point of time may 
be-chofen* when Cromwely looking round the 
Pandapmoniuro with contempt, ordered the 
bauble to be taken away ; and Harrifon laid 
tends on the Speaker to drag him from the 
chair. 

The various appearances, which rage, and 
terror, and aftonifliment, and guilt, might 
exhibit, in the faces of that hateful Aflembly,, 
.of whom the principal perfons may be faith- 
fully drawn from Portraits, or Prints y the ir- 
tfefolute repugnance of fome, the hypocritical 
fubmiffions of others,/ the ferocious infolence 
of Cromwtty the rugged brutalky of Harrifom> 
and the general trepidation of fear and wicked* 
nefe> would, if fome proper difpofition could 
be contrived, make a picture of unexampled 
Variety,, and irrefiftible inftru&ioiu 
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N° 46. Saturday, March 3- 



Mr. Idler, 

I Am encouraged* by the notice you have 
taken of Betty.Brwm> to reprefent the mi* 
feries which I fuffer from a fpecies of tyranny 
which, I believe, is not very uncommon, tho* 
perhaps it may have efcaped the obfervation of 
thofe who converfe little with fine Ladies, or 
fee them only in their publick characters- 

To this method of venting my vexation I 
am the more inclined, becaufe if I do not com- 
plain to you I muft burft in filence, for my 
JMiftrefs has teazedme andteazed me till I 
can hold no longer, and yet I muft not tett 
her of her tricks. The girls that live in com- 
mon fervices can quarrel, and give warning* 
and find other places \ but we that live with 
great Ladies, if we once offend them, have no- 
thing left but to return into the country. 

I am waking-maid to a Lady who keeps 
the beft company, and is feen at every place 
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of fashionable refort. I am envied by all the 
maids in die Square, for fewCounteffes leave 
off fo many cloaths as my miftrefs, and no- 
body fhares with me : fo that I fupply two fa- 
milies in the country with finery for die af&zes 
and horfe~races, betides what I wear myfelf. 
The Steward and Houfe-keeper have joined 
againft me to procure my removal, that they 
may advance a relation of their own, but their 
defigrts are found out by my Lady, who fays 
I need not fear them, for (he will never have 
Dowdies about her. 

You would think, Mr. Idler •, like others, 
that I am very happy, and may well be con- 
tented with my lot. But I will tell you. My 
Lady has an odd humour. She never orders 
any thing in dired words, for fhe loves a fharp 
girl that can take a hint. 

I would not have you fufpeft that fhe has 
any thing to hint which fhe is afhamed to fpeak 
at length, for none can. have greater purity of 
fentiment, or re&itude of intention. She has 
nothing to hide, yet nothing will fhe tell. She 
always gives her dire&ions obliquely and allu- 
fiyely, by the mention of fomething relative 

or 
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or confequential, without any other puqx>fe 
than to exercife my acutenefs and her own. 

It is impoffible to give a notion of this ftyle 
. Otherwise than by examples. One night, when 

• flie had fat writing letters till it was time to be 
. dreffed, Molly* faid (he, the Ladies are all to he 
, at Court to-night in white aprons. When fee 

- means that I fliould fend to order the chair, (be 

* fays, I think thejireets art clean*, I may venture 

♦ to walk. When fhe would have fomething put 
into its place, flie bids me lay it on the floor. 
If (he would have me {huff the candles, fee 
afks whether I think her eyes are Uke a cats f 
If fee thinks her chocolate delayed, fee talks 
of the benefit of ahfiinence. If any needle-woik 

- is forgotten, fee fuppofes that I have heard of 
-the Lady who died by pricking her finger* 

She always imagines that I can recaB eve- 
ry thing paft from a fmgle word. If fee wants 
*her head from the Milaner, fee only fays, 
Molly, you know Mrs, Tape* If fee would 
have the Mantua-maker fent for, fee remarks 
that Mr. Taffaty the Mercer was here loft week. 
$he ordered, a fortnight ago, that the firft time 
fee was abroad all day I feould chufe her a 

new 



y Google 



it* 46. The Idler. 259 

new fettof coffee-cups at the china-fhop : of 
this fhe reminded me yefterday, as fhe was 
going down flairs, by faying, Tou can't find 
your way now to Pall-mall. 

All this would never vex me, if, by en- 
creafing my trouble fhe fpared her own ; but, 
dear Mr. Idler \ is it not as eafy to fay Coffee- 
Cups as PatUMalU and to tell me in plain 
words what I am to do, and when it is to he 
.done, as to torment her own head with the 
labour of finding hints, and mine with that of 
underftanding them. 

When; firft I came to this Lady, I had no- 
. .thing like the learning that I have now ; for 
. fee has many books, and I have much time to 
• read ; fo that of late I feldom have miffed her 
. meaning : But when flie firft took me, I was 
-an ignorant girl ; and fhe, who, as is very 
common, confounded want of knowledge 
with want of underftanding, began once to 
defpair of bringing me to any thing, becaufe* 
when I came into her chamber at the call of 
her bell, fhe afked me, Whether we lived in 
ZemUa 9 and I did not guefs the meaning of 
fcr enquiry \ but modsftiy anfwercd, that/ 

could 
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tould not telL She had happened to ring once 
when I did not hear her, and meant to put me 
in mind of that country, where founds are faid 
to be congealed by the froft. 

Another time, as I was dreffing her head, 
file began to talk on a fudden of Medufa, and 
Snakes , and Men turned into Stone > and Maids 
thaty if they were not watched^ would let their 
Miftrejfes be Gorgon*. I looked round me 
half frighted, and quite bewildered > till at laft, 
finding that her Literature was thrown away 
upon me, Ihe bid me, with great vehemence, 
reach the Curling-irons, 

It is not without fome indignation, Mr, 
M#r s that I difcover, in thefe artifices of vex- 
ation, fomething worfe than foppery or ca- 
price ; a mean delight in fupeifority, which 
knows itfelf in no danger of reproof or oppo- 
fition ; a cruel pleafure in feeing the perplex- 
ity of a mind obliged to find what is ftudioufly 
concealed, and a. mean indulgence of petty 
malevolence, in the (harp cenfure of involun- 
tary, and very often. of inevitable, failings. 
When, beyond her expe&ation, I hit upon 
her meaning, I can perceive a fudden cloud of 

difeppoint- 
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difappointment fpread over her. face, and have 
fometimes been afraid left I fhould lofe her 
favour by underftanding her, when (he means • 
to puzzle me. 

. This day, however, lhe has conquered my 
fagacity. When (he went out of her dreffing- 
room,,fhe faid nothing, but, Molly \ you know, 
and haftened to her chariot. What I am to 
know is yet a fecret ; but if I do not know, 
before (he comes back, what I yet have no 
m^ans of difcovering, fhe will make my dull- 
riefs a pretence for a fortnight's ill humour, 
treat me as a creature devoid of the faculties 
neceffary to the common duties of life, and per- 
haps give the next gown to the Houfekeeper. 

lam. Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 

Molly -Quick, 
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N° 47. Saturday, March 1 o. 



ft A IDLER. 

Mr. Idler, 
T Am the unfortunate Wife of a City Wit, 

and cannot hut think that my cafe may 
deferve equal compaffion with any of thofe 
which have been reprefented in your paper: 

I married my hufband within three 
months after the expiration of his apprentice-* 
fhip ; we put our money together, and fur- 
ni/hed a large and fplendid (hop, in which he 
was for five years and a half diligent and civil. 
The npttce which •curiofity or kindnefs com- 
monly beftows on beginners, was continued 
by confidence and efteem; one cuftomer, 
pleafedwith his treatment and his bargain, 
recommended another, and we were bufy be- 
hind the Counter from* morning to night. 

Thus every day increafed our wealth and 
our reputation. My Hufband was often in- 
vited 
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vited to dinner openly on the Exchange by 
hundred thoufand pounds men ; and whenever, 
I went to any of the Halls, the Wives of the 
Aldermen made me low courtefies. We al- 
ways took up our notes before the day, arid 
made all confiderable payments by draughts' 
upon our Banker. 

You will eafily believe that I was well e- 
nough pl&fed with my condition ; for what 
happinefs can be greater than that of growing 
every day richer and richer ? I will not deny, 
that, imagining myfelf likely to be in a fliorf 
time the Sheriff's Lady, I broke off my ac- 
quaintance with fome of my neighbours, and 
advi(ed my Hufband to keep good company, 
and not to be feen with men that were worth 1 
nothing. 

In time he found that Ale difagreed with his 
conftitution, and went, every night to drink* 
his Pint at a Tavern, where he met with a fef 
of Critkks, who difputed upon- the merit of 
the different Theatrical Performers. By thefe* 
idle fellows he was taken to Jthe Play, which 
at firft he did not feem much to heed ; for h${ 
owned, that he very feldqm knew what they 

were 
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were doing, and that, while his companions 
would let him alone, he was commonly think- 
ing on his laft Bargain. 

Having once gone, however, he went a- 
gain and again, tho' I often told him that 
three {hillings were thrown away ; at laft he 
grew uneafy if he milled a night, and impor- 
tuned me to go with him, I went to a Tra- 
gedy which they call Macbeth^ and, when I 
came home, told him, that I could not bear 
to fee men and women make themfelves fuch 
fools, by pretending to be Witches and Ghofts, 
Generals and Kings, and to walk in their fleep 
when they were as much awake as thofe that 
looked at them. He told me^that I muft get 
higher notions, and that a Play was the moft 
rational of all entertainments, and moft proper 
to relax the mind after the bufinefs of the day. 

By degrees he gained knowledge of fome of 
the Players; and when the Play was over, 
very frequently treated them with fuppers, for 
which he was admitted to ftand behind the 

fanes. 

He foon begin to lofe fome of his morning 
hour* in the fame folly, and was for one win- 

ter 
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ter very diligent in his attendance on the Re- 
hearfab 5 but of this fpecies of idfenefs he 
grew weary, and faid,- that the Play was no- 
tiling without the Company* 

* His ardour for the diversion of the even* 
ing increafed; he bought a fword, and paid 
iive {hillings a night to fit in the Boxes \ he 
went Tometimes into a place whiclfhe calls the 
Green-room, where all the Wits of the age 
aflemble 5 and when he had been there, could 
do nothing, for two or three days, but repeat 
their jefts, or tell their difputes. * 

He has now loft his regard for ,every thing 
but the Play-houfe ; he invites, three times a 
week, one or other to drink Claret, and tall; 
of the Drama. His firft care in the morning 
is to read the Play-bills j and if he remembers 
any lines of the Tragedy which fa to be re- 
prefented, walks about the (hop, repeating 
them fo loud, and with fuch ftrange geftures f 
that the pafiengers gather round the door. 

His. greateft pleafure when I married him; 

was to hear the fituatlon of his (hop com- 

mended, and to be told how many eftates have 

been got in it by the fame trade j but of late 

N he 
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he grows peevifli at any mention of bufinefs, 
and delights in nothing fo much as to be told 
that he fpeaks like MoJJbp. 

Among his new aflbciates, he has learned 
another language, and fpeaks in fuch a ftrain, 
that his neighbours cannot underftand him* 
If a cuftomer talks longer than he is willing 
to hear, he will^ complain that he has been 
excruciated with unmeaning verbofity; he 
laughs at the letters of his friends for their 
tamenefs of expreffion, and often declares 
himfelf weary of attending to the minutiae of 
*{hop« 

It is well for me that I know how to keep 
a book,' for of late he is fcarcely ever in the 
way. Since one of his friends told him that he 
had a genius for Tragick Poetry, he has locked 
himfelf in an upper room fix or feven hours a 
day, and when I carry him any paper to be 
read or figned, I hear him talking vehemently 
to himfelf* fometimes of Lqve and Beauty, 
fometime§ of Friendship and Virtue, but more 
frequently of JLiberty and his Country. 

I would gladly, Mr. ldler> be informed 
what to think of a Shopkeeper, who is incef- 

fantly 
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(arttly talking about Liberty ; a word, which, 
fince his acquaintance with polite life, my 
Hufband has always in his mouth; he is, on 
all occafions, afraid of our Liberty, and de- 
clares his resolution to hazard all for Liberty* 
What can the man mean? I*m furehe has 
Liberty enough ; it were better for him and 
me if his Liberty was leflened. 

He has a Friend whom he calls a Critick, 
that comes twice a week to read what .he is 
Writing. This Critick tells him that his piece 
i& a little irregular, but that fome detached 
fcenes will fliine prpdigioufly, and that in the 
character of Bombulus he is wonderfully great. 
My Scribbler then fqueezes his hand, calls 
him the beft of Friends, thanks him for hia 
fincerity, and tells him that h$ hat$s to be flat- . 
tered. I have reafon to believfe that he feldom 
parts with hiy dear Ff tend" wilhout lending 
him two guineas, and am afraid that he gave 
bail for "him three days ago* 

By this coyrfepf life our credit as. Traders 
is leflened, and I cansot forbear to fufpe<9:,that 
my HufbancTs honour as aWit is not much ad- 
vanced, for hie teems to be always the loweft 

N 2 Of 
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of the cornpany, is afraid t&4ell hk opinion 
till the reft haye fpokeiu Wfe^ -he was be- 
hind his cpunter, he ufed to be b*Uk, adrrc, 
and jocular, like a man that 4taew what he 
was doing, and did not fear to look another 
in the face ; but among Witt- and Crtticks he 
is timorous- and awkward* and hangs down 
his head at his own table. Dear Mr. IMtr 
perfuade him, if you can, to return once more 
to his native element. Tell him, that Wit 
will never make him rich, but that there arc 
places where riches will always make a Wiu. 
I am, Sir, &c. 

Deborah Ginger. 



N° 48 . Saturday* March 1 7. 

ITTHERE is na kind of idlenefs, by which 
"* we are fo eafjy feduced, as that which 
• dignifies itfelf by the appearance of. bufiqefe, 
and by making the loiterer imagine that he 
has fbmething to do which inuft hot be neg- 
le&ed, keeps him in perpetual agitation, and 
hurries him rapidly from place to place* 
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■ . He that fit* ftiH, or' repofes hJrrrfelf upon 
a couch, no more deceives himfelf than he 
deceives others ; he knows that he is, doing 
toothing, and hasf no other folace of his inligr 
nificante than the resolution which the lazy 
hourly make, of changing his mode of life* 

To do nothing every man is afliamed, and 
to do much aimofi every tnzn is unwilling or 
'afraid. Innumerable expedients have there- 
fore bfceri invented to produce motion without 
labour, and employment without folicitude. 
The greater part of thofe whom the kindnefs 
of fortune has left to their own direction, and 
^vhom want does not keep chained to the coun- 
ter or the plow, play throughout life with the 
Shadows of bufinefs, and know not at laft what 
they have been doing. 

These imitators of a&ion are of all deno- 
minations. Some are feen at every Au&ion 
'Without intention to purchafe ; others appear 
- punctually at the Exchange, though they are 
^own there only by their faces. Some are 
always making parties, to vifit Colle&ions for 
'which they have no tafte, and forae negleft 
every pleafure and every duty to hear queftions 
N 3 in 
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in wkich they have no intereft, debated irk 
Parliament. 

These men never appear more ridiculous, 
than in the diilrefs which they imagine them- 
iclves to feel, from fome accidental interrup;- 
tion of thofe empty purfuits. A Tiger newly 
imprifoned is indeed more formidable, hut not 
more angry than Jack Tulip with-held from a 
Floriffs feaft, or Tom Diftich hindered from 
feeing the firft reprefentation of a Play. 

Afc political affairs are the higheft and moft 
extenfive of temporal concerns ; the mimick 
of a Politician is more bufy and' important 
than any other triflen Monfieur U Noir 9 n~ 
man who, without property or importance in 
any corner of the earth, has, in the prefent con- 
fufion of the world, declared himfelf a fteady 
adherent to the French, is made miferable by a 
wind that keeps back the packet-boat, and 
ft ill more miferable, by every account of a 
Malouin privateer caught in his cruize; he 
knows well that nothing can be done or faid 
by hini which can produce any effeft but that 
of laughter, that he can neither haften nor re- 
tard good or evil, that his joys and forrows 

have 
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have fcarcely any partakers 9. yet fucfr is hit 
zeal, and fuch his curtefity, that he would run 
barefooted to Gravefend, for the fake of know- 
ing firft that the Englijh had loft a tender, and 
would ride out to meet every mail from the 
Continent if he might be permitted tb open it. 

Learning is generally confefled to be de- 
iirable, and there are fome who fancy them- 
felves always bufy in acquiring it. Of thefe 
ambulatory Students, one of the moft bufy is 
my friend Tom Reftlefs. 

Tom has long had a mind to be a man of 
knowledge, but he does not care to fpend 
much time among Authors, for he is of opi- 
nion that few books deferve the labour of per-* 
ufal, that they give the mind an unfafhiona- 
ble caft, and deftroy that freedom of thought 
and eafihefs of manners indifpenfibly requifite 
to acceptance in the world. Tom has thfere- 
< fore found another.way to wifdom. When 
he rifes he goes into a Coffee-houfe, where he 
creeps fo near to men whom he takes to be 
reafoners as to hear their difcourfe, and endea- 
vours to remember fomething which, when it 
has been ftrained thro 9 Tom's head, is fo near 
N4 .to 
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to nothing that what it once was cannot 
be difcovcrcd. This he carries round from 
friend to friend thro' a circle of vifits, till 
hearing what each fays upon the queftion he 
becomes able at dinner to fay a little himfelf, 
and as every great genius relaxes himfelf a* 
roong his inferiors, meets with fome who won* 
dcr bow fo young a man can talk fo wifely. 

At night he has a new feaft prepared for. 
bis inteile&s; be always runs to a difputing 
ibckty, or a fpealring dub, where he half 
hears what, if he had heard the whole, he 
would but half underftand ; goes home pleaf- 
cd with the confciouihefs of a day well fpemy 
lies down fuJLof i<teas ; .ajtf fjfc$j& r tkeitt&rp~ 
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N° 49 . Saturday, March 24. 



T Supped three nights ago wKh my friend 
Will MarveL His affairs obliged hint 
ktely to take a jowney into Devon/hire^ froim 
which hfe has ji^ft returned* He knows me tfr 
be a very patient hearer, and wafc glad of my 
company, as it gave him an opportunity of 
dfeburthening himfetf by a minute relation of 
tiie cafualties of his expedition* 

Will is not one of thofe who go out and 
return with nothing to tell. He has a ftory of 
his travels, which, will ftrike a home-bred citi-* 
ien with horror, and has in ten days fuHered. 
fo often the extranes of terror and joy* that he 
is in doubt whether he fhall ever again expofe 
cither his body or mind to £uch danger and fa.*- 
tiguc 

. When he left Lettdon the morning w£$ 

bright, and a fair day was promifed. But JKiBL 

is bom to ftrjuggje with difficulties* That hap- 

N 5 penedi 
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pened to him, which has fometimes, perhaps, 
happened to others. Before he had gone more 
than ten miles it began to rain. What-courfe 
was to be taken ! His foul difdained to turn 
back. He did what the King of PruJJia might 
have done, he flapped his hat* buttoned up his 
cape, and went forwards, fortifying his mind* 
by the ftoical confolation, that whatever is 
violent will be ihort. 

His conftancy was not long tried ; at the 
diftancp of about half a mile he faw an inn, 
which he entefed wet and weary, and found 
civil treatment and proper refreshment. After 
a refpite of about two hoiu*s he looked abroad, 
and feeing the iky clear, called for his horfe 
and pafled the firft ftage without any other 
memorable accident. 

Will considered, that labour muft be re- 
lieved by pleafure, and that the ftrength which 
great undertakings require muft be maintained 
by copious nutriment; he therefore ordered 
himfelf an elegant fupper, drank two bottlea. 
of claret, and pafled the beginning of the 
night in found fleep j but waking before light, 
was forewarned of the troubles of the next 
day, by a (bower beating agaiaft his windows 

-with 
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with fuch violence as to threaten the diflblu-. 
tion of nature. When he arofe he found what 
he expe£ted, that the country was under wa- 
ter. He joined himfelf, however, to a com- 
pany that was travelling the fame way, and 
came fafely to the place of dinner, tho' every 
ftep of his horfe dafhed the mud into the air. • 

~ In the afternoon, having parted from his 
company, he fet forward alone, and pailed 
many 'collections of water of which it was 
impoflible to guefs the depth, and which he 
now cannot review without fome 'cenfure of 
his own rafhnefs - y but what a man undertakes 
he muft perform, and Marvel hates a coward 
at his heart. 

Few that lie warm in their beds, think what 
others undergo, who have perhaps been as ten- % 
derly educated, and have as acute fenfations as 
themfelves. My friend was now to lodge the 
fecond night almoft fifty miles from home^ in 
a houfe which he never had ken before, among 
people to whom he vfias totally a ftranger, not 
knowing whether the next man he ftiould meet 
would prove good or bad ; but feeing an inn of 
£ good appearance, he rode refolutely into the 
N 6 yard,' 
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yard, and knowing that refped is often paid 
in proportion as it is claimed, delivered his 
injunction to the hoftler with fpirit, and .enter* 
ing the houfe, called vigorously about him. 

On the third day up rofe the fun and Mr. 
Marvel. His troubles and his dangers were 
now fuch, as he wifhes no other man ever to 
encounter. The ways were lefe frequented, 
and the country more thinly inhabited. He 
rode many a lonely hour thro 9 mire and water, 
and met not a Angle foul for two miles together 
with whom he could exchange a word. He 
cannot deny that, looking round upon the drea- . 
ry region, and feeing nothing but bleak fields 
and naked trees, hills obfcured by fogs, and 
flats covered with inundations, he did for fome 
time fuffer melancholy to prevail upon him, 
and wiflied himfelf again fafe at home. One 
comfort he had, which was to confider, that 
none of his friends were in the fame diftrefi, 
for whom, if they had been with him, he (bould 
have fuffered more than for himfelf; he could 
not forbear fometimes to confider how happily 
the Idler is fettled in an eafier condition, who* 
furrounded like him with terrors, could havs 
dpne nothing but Jie down and die. 

Amidst 
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Amidst thefe reflexions he came to a taw* 
and found a dinner, which diipofed him t» 
more chearful fentiments : but the joys of life 
toe fhort, and its miferies are long ; he moun- 
ted and travelled fifteen miles more thro' dkt 
and defoliation* 

At laft the fun Cet 9 and all the honors of 
darknefe came upon him. He then repeated 
the weak indulgence by which he had gratified 
bimfetf at noon with top long an interval of 
reft: yet he wqrit forward along a path which 
he could no longer fee, fometimes rufhing fuck 
4enly into water, and fometimes incumbered 
with ftifFclay, ignorant whither he was goings 
and uncertain whether bis next ftep might not 
be the laft* 

In this dtftnal gloom of noaurnal peregri- 
nation his horifeunexpe&edly flood ftill. Mar- 
vcl had heard many relations of the ipftki&of 
horfes, and was in doubt what danger might 
be at hand* S«nettmes,he fancied that he vm 
qn the bank of a river ftill and deep, and fome- 
times that a dead body lay acrofs the track. He 
fet ftill awhile to recoiled his thoughts ; and 
as he was about to alight and explore the d'ark- 

nefs, 
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nefc, out ftepped a man with a lantern, and 
opened the turnpike. He hired a guide to the 
town, arrived in fafety, and flept in quiet. 

The reft of his journey was nothing but 
danger. He climbed and defcertded precipices 
on which vulgar mortals tremble to look ; he 
pafled marfhes like the Serbonian bog, where 
' armies tvhole have funk ; he forded rivers where 
the current roared like the Egreof the Severn ; 
or ventured himfelf on bridges that trembled 
under him, from which he looked down on 
foaming whirlpools, or dreadful abyfles ; he 
wandered over houfelefs heaths, amidft all the 
rage of the Elements, with the fnow driving ia 
his face, and the tempeft howling in his^ars. 

Such are the colours in which Marvel 
paints his adventures. He has accuftomed 
himfelf to founding words and hyperbolical 
images, till he has loft the power of true de- 
fcription. -In a road through which the hea- 
vieft carriages pafs without difficulty, and the 
poft-boy every day and night goes and returns, 
he meets with hardflups like thofe which are 
endured in Siberian deferts, and mtfles no- 
thing of romantic danger but a giant and a 

dragon. 
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dragon. When his dreadful ftory is told in 
proper terms, it is only, that the way was 
dirty in winter, and that he experienced the 
common viciffitudes of rain and funfhine. 



N Q 50. Saturday, March 31. 



*T I H E character of Mr. Marvel has raHed 
the merriment of fome and the contempt 
of others, who do not fufEciently coniider 
how often they hear and pra&fe the fame arts 
of exaggerated narration. 

There is not, perhaps, among the multi- 
tudes of all conditions that fwarm upon the 
earth, a (ingle man who does not believe that 
he has fomething extraordinary to relate of 
himfelf j and who does not, at one time or o- 
ther, fummon the attention of his friends to 
the cafualties of his adventures and the vicif- 
fitudes of his fortune ; cafualties and viciffi- 
tudes that happen alike in lives uniform and 
diverfified ; to the Commander of armies, and 

tte 
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the Writer at a deik^ to Ac Sailor who re- 
figns hunfelf to the wind and water, and the 
Farmer whoGfkaigeft journey k to the mar* 
ket- 

Ik the prefent ftate of die world man may 
pafs thro' Shake/pearls feven ftages of life, and 
meetitoth^gfinguTirorwdhderM. Butfuch 
is every man's attention to htmfelf, that what 
is common and unheeded when it is only feen> 
becomes remarkable and peculiar when w& 
happen to fed it. 

It is welt enough known to be according to 
the ufiial procefi of Nature* (hat men fhould 
ficken and recover, that fome defigns fhould 
fiicceed*nd others mifcarry, that friends fhould 
be fepatfated and meet agatn> that fome fhould 
be made angry by endeavours to pleafe them,, 
and fome fee pleafed wheii bo care has beea 
ufed to gain their approbation ; that men and* 
women fhould at firft come together by chance* 
like each other fo welt as to commence ac- 
quaintance, improve acquaintance into fond- 
Heft, mcreafe or extinguifh fondnefs by mar- 
mge^aad have children of different tfegfees of 

intellefts 
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intelle£b and virtue, fomc of whom die before 
their parents, and others furvive them. 

Yzr let any man tell his own ftory, and 
nothing of all this has ever befallen him ac- 
cording to the common order of things ; 
fomething has always difcrtminated his ca r e ; 
fome unufual concurrence of events has 
- appeared which made him more happy or 
more miferable than other mortals; for in 
pleafures or calamities) however common, 
every one has comforts and affii&ions of his 
own. 

It is certain that without (bine artificial 
augmentations, many of the pleafures of life, 
and almoft all its embellishments, would fall 
to the ground. If no man was to exprefs 
more delight than he felt, thofe who felt moft 
would raife little envy. If travellers were to 
defcribe the moft laboured performances of 
art with the fame ^oidnefs as they furvey thenj, 
all expectations of happinefs from change of 
place would ceafe. The Pi&ures of Raphatl 
would hang without fpe&ators, and the Gar- 
dens of Virfailles might be inhabited by her- 
mits. All &$ pleafure that is received ends 

ia 
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in an opportunity of fplendid falfliood, in the 
power of gaining notice by the difplay of beau- 
tics which the eye was weary of beholding, 
and ahiftory pf happy mornents, of which, 
in reality, "the moft happy was the laft. 

The ambition of fuperior fenfibility and 
fuperior eloquence difpofes the lovers of art* 
to receive rapture at one time, and commu- 
nicate it at another ; arid each labours firft to 
impofe upon himfelf, and then to propagate 
the impofture. 

Pain is lefs fubjecl: than pleafure to ca- 
prices of expreffion. The torments of difeafe, 
and the grief for irremediable misfortunes, 
fometimes are fuch as no words can declare* 
and can only be fignified by groans, or fbbsj 
or inarticulate ejulations. Man has from na- 
ture a mode of utterance peculiar to pain, but 
he has none peculiar to pleafure, becaufe he 
never has pleafure but in fuch degrees as the 
ordinary ufe of language may equal or furpafs. 

It is neverthelefs certain, that many pains 
.as well -*a$ pleafures are heightened by rheto- 
rical affectation, and that the picture is, for 

the moft part, bigger than the life, 

Whbn 
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When we defcribe our fenfations of ano- 
ther's forrows, either in friendly or ceremo- 
nious condolence, the cuftoms of the world 
fcarcely admit of rigid veracity** Perhaps the 
fondeft friendship would enrage oftner than 
comfort, were the tongue on fuch occafions 
faithfully to reprefent" the fentiments of tjiev 
heart ; and I think the ftri&eft moralifts al- 
low forms of addrefs to be ufed without much 
regard to their literal acceptation, when either 
xelpedt or tentfernefs requires them, becaufe 
they are univerfally known to denote not the 
degree but the fpecies of our fentiments. 

But the fame indulgence cannot be allow- 
ed to him who aggravates dangers incurred or 
forrow endured by himfelf, becaufe he darkens 
the profpeft of futurity, and multiplies the 
pains of our condition by ufelqfs terror. Thofe 
who magnify their delights are lefs criminal 
deceivers, yet they raife hopes which are fure 
to be difappointed. It would be undoubtedly 
beft, if we could fee and hear every thing as 
it is, that nothing might be too. anxioufly 
dreaded, or too ardently purfued. 
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N 9 ^!. Saturday, April 7 . 



T T has been commonly remarked, that emi- 
nent men are leaft eminent at home, that 
bright chara&exs lofe much of their fplendor 
at a nearer view, and many who fill the world 
with their fame, excite very little reverencfe 
among thofe that ftirround them in their do- 
meflick privacies. 

. To. blame or to fufped is eafy and natural. 
When the f aft is evident, and the caufe doubt* 
fuVfome accufation is always engendered be* 
tween idlenefe and malignity. This difparity 
of general and familiar efteem is therefore im- 
puted to hidden vices, and to {xra&ices in* 
dulged in fecret, but carefully covered from 
the publick eye. 

Vicb will indeed always produce contempt. 
The Dignity of Alexander \ tho* nations felt 
- proftrate before him, was certainly held in 
little veneration by the partakers of his mid- 
night 
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night revels, whb had feen him, in the mad- 
nefs of wine, murder his friend, or fet fire to 
the Perfiau palace' at the inftigation of a har- , 
lot ; And- it: is , well remembered f among us, 
that the Avarice of Marlborough kept him hi 
fubje&ioa to his wife, while, he* was dreaded 
by France as her Conqueror, .and honoured 
by the Emperor as his Deliverer* 

But though where there is vice there muft 
be want of reverence, it is not reciprocally 
true, that when there is want of 'reverence 
there is always vice* That. awe which great 
aftions or abilities imprefs will be inevitably 
diminifhed by acquaintance, tho' nothing ei- 
ther mean or criminal fhbuld be found.. 

c Of men* as* of every thing elfiy we muft 
judge according to our knowledge. When we 
fee of a Hen* only hi* Battles, or of a Writer 
only his Books, we have nothing to allaj^our 
ideas of their Greatnefs. We confider the one 
only as the Guardian, of his country, and the 
other only as the Inftruflor of mankind. We 
have neither opportunity nor motive to exa- 
mine the minuter parts of their lives, or the 
lqfs apparent peculiarities of their characters ; 
* * we 
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jget, what we fiill continue to know, that they 
are men like other mortals. 

But fuch is the conftitution of the world, 
that much of life muft be fpent in the fame 
manner by the wife and the ignorant, the ex- 
alted and the low. Men, however diftin- 
guifhed by external accidents or intrinfick 
qualities, have all flu fame wants, the lame 
pains, and, as far as the fenfes are confulted* 
the fame pleafures. The petty cares and pet? 
ty duties are the fame in every ftation to 
every underftanding, and every hour brings 
fome occafion on which we all fink to the 
common level. We are all naked till we are 
drefled, and hungry till we are fed ; and the 
General's Triumph, and Sage's Deputation, 
end, like die humble labours of; the-Smith or 
Plowman, in a dinner or in fleep, 

Those notions which are to be collefied 
by reafon in oppofition to the fenfes, will fel- 
dom ftarid forward in the mind, But lie trea- 
fured in the remoter repositories of memory, 
to be found only when they are fought. 
Whatever any man may have written or done, 
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his precepts or his valour will fcarcely over- 
balance the unimportant uniformity which 
cuns thro* his time. We do not eafily confi* 
der him as great,, whom our own eyes fliew 
us to be little ; nor labour to keep prefent to 
our thoughts the latent excellencies of him 
who (hares with us all our weakneffes an4 
many of our follies ; who like us is delighted 
with flight amufements, bufied with trifling 
employments, and difturbed by little vexa- 
tions. 

Great powers cannot be exerted, but 
when great exigencies make them neceflary. 
Great exigencies can happen but feldpm, and 
therefore Aofc qualities which have a claim 
to the veneration of mankind, lie hid, for the 
moft part, like fubterranean treafures, over 
which the foot paffes as on common ground, 
till neceffity breaks open the golden Cavern. 

Ik the ancient celebrations of viftory, a flavfe 
was placed on the triumphal car, by the fide of 
theGeneral, who reminded him by a fliort fen- . 
tence, that he was a Man. Whatever danger 
there might be left a Leader, in his paflage to 
the Capitol, fliould forget the frailties' of his 

nature, 
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nature, the** was furety no need of fuch an 
admonition ; the intoxication could not have 
continued long ; .he would have been at boot* 
but a few hours before feme of his dependents 
would have forgot hb greatnefs, and" fiteWrt 
him, that notwithstanding his laurels h^wa* 
yetaman# 

There are fome who try to efcapc thi? do-' 
. tneftic degradation, by labouring to appear al- 
ways wife or always great ; but 4ie that ftrives 
againft nature, will. for ever ftrive in vain. 
To bd grave oPmien and-flow^of ttttetaneej 
to took with folicitude : and fpeak with hefifa* 
tion, is attainable at will; buttheihewof 
Wifdom is ridiculous when there is nothing 
W caufe doubt, as that of } Valour where there 
is nothing to be feared* 

A man who has duly considered the condi* 
tion of his being, will contentedly yield to the 
courfe of things : he will not pant for diftin- 
Qioti where diftin&ion would imply no merits 
but tho' on great occafibns he may wifli to be 
greater than others, he will be fatisfcd in 
common occurrences not to be lefs. 
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Refponfare cupidinibus. . Hor. 

rpHE praSkeof felf-denia!, or the for- 
•* bearance of lawful pleafure, has been 
confidered by almoft every nation, from the 
remoteft ages, as the higheft exaltation of 
human vrrtue; and all have agreed to pay 
refpeA ^nd veneration to. thofe who abf- 
tained from the delights of life, even when 
tthey did not cenfure thofe who enjoyed 
►them. ,., . , 

x •'p^j general' voide 6( mankind,' civil arid 
'fca&aWmisJ corifefles ; that theihirid and body 
«arfe : "AFvafiarice, 1 and' that neither can b« 
r fciad£ fia'ppy by its proper gratifications, but 
' at thi expence of tfie othex 1 i • that a pamper- 
ed body will darken the mind, and an en-* 
lightened mind, will, macerate the body. And 
r nqnfe w have failed tp v confer 'their efteemon 
. fflofe who prefer intellect to feme, who 
Vol. I. O controul 
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controul their lower by their higher facul- 
ties, and forget the wants and defires of ani- 
mal life for rational difquifitions or pious 
contemplations 

The earth has fearce a country fo far ad- 
vance towards political, regularity, as . to^di- 
vi<fe the inhabitants into clafles, where fome 
order* Qf men or women, are Wfc 4ifl*njjiitflH 
ed by voluntary feverities, and where the re- 
putation of their bA&ity 13 not inoreafcd in 
jwoportion to the rigour of their : nde$> and 
the e^aiftnefsof thciij performance* , 

When an Qpirubn to whfch diete is no 
temptation of intereft breads wide anil con- 
tinues lohg, it may be reafonably prefumed 
to have been infufed by Nature or dhftated 
• by %afonv It ha? to^n ojfrn oWervj^Aat 
the fi#iqns; Qf^\wi??fy u tt* a&4 $u£ons of 
fen^y.icon givf way to, time, and experience ; 
and that nothing keeps its. ground b«t jfcrut}*, 
whfch gains every day new influence by new 
. cpnfrn^tion.< ' V r. ', ' ~ , 

''" But Trutji,' when if is, reduced to prac 
n ljce,'eaniy becomes fubje# to caprice an< 

< " <~" '— • - { ■-> ; < • vria 
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imagination, and -many particular a&* will 
be wrong, though their general principle be 
right* It cannot be denied that a juft con- 
viction of the restraint neceflary to be kid 
upon the appetites has produced extravagant 
and unnatural modes of mortification, and 
inftitutions whrch, however favourably con- 
fidered, will be found to violate Nature with'- 
out promoting Piety* 

Bvt the doftrine of feft-denial fe not 
weakened in itfelf by the errors* of thofe who 
mifinterpret or mifapply it ; the encroach- 
ment of the appetites upon the undemand- 
ing is hourly perceived, and the #ate of 
thofe whom fenfiiality has enflaved, is known 
to be m the higheft degree defpfcabte and 
wretched* 

The dread of ftrch (hameful captivity may 
juftly raife alarms, and wifdom will endea- 
vour to keep danger at a diftance. By time- 
ly caution and fufpicious vigilance thofe de- 
fires may be reprefied to which indulgence 
would foon give abfolute dominion ; thofe 
enemies may be overcome, which when they 
O % ha*e 
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have been awhile accuftomed to vi&ory? can 
Ko longer be refitted. 

Nothing is more fatal to happinefs or 
virtue, than that confidence which flatters us 
with an opinion of our own ftrength, and 
by affuring us of the power of retreat preci- 
pitates us into hazard. Some may fafely 
venture further than others into the regions 
of delight, lay themfelves more open to the 
golden (hafts of pleafure, and advance nearer 
to the refidence of the Sirens ; but he that is 
bett armed with cor.fb.ncy and reafon is yet 
n: : :rc:.l L \:\ one r:U iv o:h'jr, una 10 evay 
raai there is a point Axed, beyond which if 
he paffes he will not eafdy return. It is cer- 
tainly moil wife, as it is moft fafe, to flop 
before he touches the utmoft limit, fince e- 
very ftep of advance will more and more en- 
tice him to go forward, till he (hall at laft 
enter the recefles of voluptuoufnefs, and 
. floth and defpondency dofe the paflage be- 
. hind him. 

To deny early and inflexibly is the only art 
of checking the importunity of defire, and of 
preferving quiet and innocence. Innocent gra- 
tifications 
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tifications muft be fometimes with-helcTj he 
that complies with all lawful defines will cer- 
tainly lofe his empire over Hmfelf, and In 
time either fubmit his reafon to his #ifhr 
es', and think all his defires lawful, or dif- 
mifs his reafon as troublefome and intru- 
five, and refolve to fnatch what he may hap- 
pen to wifh, without enquiry about tight 
and wrong. 

No man, whofe appetites are his matters, 
can perform the duties of his nature with 
ftiift^efs and regularity; haHhat would be 
fipc.ior to cKt,n:J influences muft fin! be- 
come fuperior to his own pafiions. 

When the Roman General, fitting at fup- 
per with a plate of turnips before him, was fol- 
licited by large promifes to betray his truft, he 
afked the meffengers whether he that could fup 
on turnips was a man likely to fell his coun- 
try. Upon him who has reduced his fenfes 
to obedience temptation has loft its power, 
he is able to attend impartially to virtue, 
and execute her commands without hefita- 
tion. 

O3 To 
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To fefc the mind above the appetites is the 
end of abfti&eace, which one of the Father* 
obferves to he not a virtue, but the ground* 
work of virtue; By forbearing to do what 
may innocently be dene, we may add hourly 
new vigour to resolution* and fecufe the 
power of refiftance when pleafure or intereft 
ihali lend their charms to guilt* 



End *f tht F i * s t Vo l v m *. 
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